Monday, March 23, 1987 OAE ) o *RED

Dan Aykroyd dup hls
{m: Inthe mnm 'g?:la:.:ru‘:’tm » Up bl peyedle
oy MacLaine discovered her
“Uves in the teloviston minl-series, “Out on a Limb,* o past
-7 Students luthucllly tested occurrences of psychic
rm in th 1 at Oakland y In

.!‘.\wmch seemrlo bm mpmenu research h:a the
: paranormal?

“Peaple who are Emlmloul debunkers and people
“who are gulliblo believers are at o poslts poles, and
< nelther are at a1l usefol to the field oF parapsychology,”
says Richard Brooks, an OU prolessor of philosophy.
*+."“There are plenty of true bellevers who belleve somo

"of the most absurd nonsenss, 0y usuzily are quite

lgnorant of data and have no lu:owledga of the Iung
i}g.u of {nvestigation:

o ‘Sefence fiction and all that hokey stuff doesn't dam-

,, N ysics and astronomy. They already have thelr
_Rgputation, P: gy still is field,
L don't need that kind of stuff. "

kU

o THE KIND of “stuf” that Brooks saya lends awed.lbu-
to the fleld of parapsychology — the study of
c activity ~ (ncludes anorawry experiments, stal
tical studies and Intervie

‘whole field of parapsychology 18 irrational and {mposs-
‘ble. 'm ot lnltnsud in people who approach sclentifie
dlscoverl- 1hat way.”

Srnrapsycholog’;u Look for two kinds of evidence in

to
fc discoveries,” Brooks nv!ed “Peasants talked about

enit out and actuatly looked.

'“Lavoisler, the Fronch sclenttst, dlsmissed metcors

2 tlm one sentence: ‘There are no-rocks in the sky.’
*YTuSpontancous cases of psyehle actlvity always have
&‘l be treated with a degree of caution, but there's nmple

*{hbnrulnry evidence developed in psychic rescarch.”

- ALTHOUGH THE Soclety for Psychle Research was
founded In 1882, systematic, lnng-lerm studies weren't
:4ocumented until 1930, Brooks sald,
.M.Parapychologuls npply the sclence of probabllity
. #pd statistics to psychle experiments to flgure how fro-
quently a paranormal activity may occur by chance.

“I{ you get resulis which would not be expected more
dman 5 perwnt of the time, that's called & signlficant
are more con-
servauve, lmu:ul of .05 they look for & 0,2,

"You work out the statistics and say, ‘T've got more
right than one would expect. by chance.” So, something

“There's a whole mup of debunkers who say the

k3 falling from’ the skles for years before scientiats | |

Oakland L

EY

rooks phe! ncmém—lncmdlngpolmnam-, '
takes-a sclentific lpproach to the study of mentanelepalhyand clalrvoyance,

other than cbanoe!sapenﬂna.
‘That “something other,” may ktcluda pclteruekh
mmm ulepnthy, da.lrvoyam other psychic phe.
Menull and clalr- .

wymmmnuummmmmghmum
means. Lovitation, materialization, and out-of-body ex-
pq'ienr.u are more difficult.

But at both extremes, psychic experiments — ~ palike
ylcal sclcnces — gren't always easily

personality is a very complex, delicate
;::nonnu sxolh “ms-&:nugnc,m in, that it's
ty of the enter ~— e s

almost Impossible to control all of them,” be explained,

And experiments that set out to lnvestlzate one facet
of parapsychology may end up illustrating another,

One Unlversity of Virginia professor attempted to
document the out-of-body experience by md.um 2 lo-
digit number on the celling of a laboratory, The
subjoct was tnstructed to float out of ber body and Ilnd
the number,

#We have o great deal of uvidcneu to show that al-
tered states of mind — such as hypnoals or dream
mm are pal (psychle) conducive, vado we know

the person really wml vu: o!body or may have used
telepathy?”

BROOKS SUPERVISED student experiments when
ho taught classes in pmpychology at Qakland several
years ago and has experienced

The Wisconsin native had mewnl.emd stories about
the paranormal through his studles of Indian philoso-
pby. But It wasn't until a colleague debunked the idex .
that Brooks began sturying the nem.

“J got mad at the of
who would pass judgment on lamclhlng they were Igno-
rant of,” he recalled.

He's jn.’t a3 eritical of fraudulent psychics.

““The mind s 80 capable of fooling itself, People are
l;;m:zwd ln;omemlng%mmmtﬁm
ipertant and glve them powers that of
plc don'l bave. When you get the cgo involved, wm
out.

Brooks views parapsychology as a devica to belp P
derstand human hature and to erase the divisions be-
tween peoples.

I think tho materiallstic world view has a deadening.
effcct on human belngs, I also feel that the mindless'
fundamenta] religlon — and I'm not just talking about-

Ch —hasa effect be--
cause it plts sect against sect.

“When ple begin to see things 80 exclusively in
thelr own me worlda 1t Jeads to conflict. Parapsychol-,
ogy ls one small centdbuﬁan toward a broader view of
mankind. It's golng to challenge materiallsts and funda-
mentalists both seriously.” .

-

7 _ASTERN hlueblrd.l. a mem-,
i ber of the thrush family,
> like our robin, spend the
winter from southern Ohlo
“Xbutt to Florida.
“3! Warm temperatures and the long-
!r days of the second week of March
“ ate enough to stimulate bluebirds to*

9 nature

Timothy
Nowlcki.

Ynlgrate north to southeastern Michl-

!ﬁg: Some individuals will nest as
"$hr porth as James Bay in Ontario,
b et
own percent of wi ey
siere only 80 years ago. Competition
m house sparrows and starlings
hn- limited nesting sites and loss of
he ‘égpmpmm babilat have contribut-

T MANY PEOPI.E are belping to

Back the Blueblrds!” campalgn.
Boxes should be placed in open
grassland areas with some scattered
trees nearby. To reduce competition
with house sparrows,.place the box
at least 200 yards from bulldings.
Competition with starlings can be
avoided by making an entrance hole
1% Inches in dlameter. Place two

low, That leaves.one available for
the bluebird,

Tree swallows are great birds to
watch too, so do not be discouraged
if they begin nesting. If you have
enough room for more boxes, put ao-
other pair 100 yards from the first
pair.

Through the years, a box with 2 4-

Tunnlely. blucbirds adapt well to

re blueblrd nbmbers by provid- boxes about 15 fect apart on metal by-d-inch floor and 10-Inch-high
g’ artifictal nesting boxes. For- poles about four-sjx feet above the sides has been most successful in at-
ground. Metal poles make it more tracting bluebirds (sce accompany-

pcrly placed and constructed nest  diffleult for predators to rald the ing dircctions from the Dahlem En-

Blueblrd blues

extra plm of wood aver U:e en-
trance hole prevents raccoons from
bending their forelegs into the nest
cavlty.

A hinged side or roaf will allow
easy malntenance of the box year
round. Shortly before the new nest
Ing beglns in early to mid March, re-
move old nests of swallows, spar-
rows, mice or bluebirds.

After thelr first brood has leit the
nest, remove the nest, They can casle
ly build another nest and ralse a
brood before hl! it they choose to du
80.

ITIs NOT necessary to palnt the
box, but if you do, be sure it is a light
color ather than white. White at-
tracts house sparrows, and dark cols
ors absorh too much heat.

Monitor the boxes periodically to
see that everything Is all Hight. Occa-
slonal disturbances will not cause

New mosquito

is out for blood

By Neal Haldane tem)

tures of 32 degrees In
statt writer Japuary but has trouble adapting
A new pest could soon joln the ﬁwﬁgﬂﬁuﬁ a e o

current crop of mosquitoes and
flies that create bavoc for out-
door cnthusiasts and back-yard

The major worry surrounding’
specles 1s its ability to
transmit discase, Parker sald.

next box. vironmental Education Center). the adults to desert. But most im- barbecuers In the warmer iThig creature Is an efficlent
By !ellowl.ng a few uuggutlou.!. TWO BOXES are suggested, be- . Trimming the corners of the floor * portantly, be sure to observe and months. veetor of some discases, such as
ypu can contribute to tho “Bring cause ono may be used by tree swal-  aliows for drainage of water, and an _“watch these beautlful birds, And this new {nscct also brisgs  yallow fever or dengue,” disenses
. with it an increased threat of dls-  {hot ore unlikely to survive in
e © colder climato,
chard Patker of the Oakland  gpig
Counly Health Departmalt. But the tiger mosquito alwo
Is the Aslan tger  oou1d pe an efficlent carrier of La
mosqul(o, and its migration ROrth  Crouse encephalitls, Newson sald.
k" ul i rised many people, Par- ' mychigan's common mosqul-
“It was only last March It WaS 15 fnce covenmenie s 1o
, & novelly aroond Houston,” he  yoota tend to lay eggn In woodland
sald, “We will be lools(na for it in areas away from
Michigan this year The virus Is seldom transmit-
Entomologists believe tha mos- ted to humans becausa these mos-

quito came to the United States

specialist
Michigan State Unlvcmlly Coop-
erative

"Whether it wﬂl lravel this far
north is not yet known," Newson
sald. “In Asin, about the farthest
north the tiger mosquito goes Is
the 40th parallel — about the
same latitude as Columbus,
Ohlo.

Last summer, the mosquito
'was reported west of Columbus,

“'rms ON'E comes from Japan

1li-adjusted to the north,”

Pmer sald. “It's lkely it will be
established in the extreme south-
ern portion of the state, There
also is a middle ground, but
where that llnu ‘will be drawn, no
ope knowa,

The average temperature In -

January seems to be a key In de-
mmmmxumenmmuwuxw
come a

quitoes remain near these wooded
areas, Newson sald.

THE TIGER mosquito, howev-
er, has a much larger choice of
breeding locations.

‘The mosquito will lay eggs in
urban as well as wooded areas,
And the Insect also lays eggs a
few at a time o a number of loca.
tions, thereby Increasing lts
chances of survival and spread of
tho species.

If Jt can adapt to Michigan's
climate and become Infected with
La Crosse encephalitis, the tiger
mosquito has the abillty to spread
the virus in a much larger ares

But Parker sald it is too uﬂy
for the general population to wor-
ry about the mosquito.

“The potential ia there for a
pumber of diseases,” Parker sald,
“No onc has proven that It can or
it will. This Is a whole new eavi-
ronment for the mosquito. It may
be of no at all or It

the state, be said.
The Insect can survive mean
J

could become an established fae-
tor.”




