O0&E _Monday, March 23, 1867

say lack of local awareness during
aongal drills axsociated with Michi-
Ean Tornado Safety Weekunum
sn.letymhm:.

. Each year when the Oakhnd
County Emergency Management Di-
4lslon tests its u‘l:ni;em, both the
pollce and fire officials aro deluged

Anuverageull?pec le each year
are killed by Fin

.

T wllh calh inquiring nbouuho “emer-
gen

Tha calls have gotten 5o bad that
:wll.chhnuds bcccme over!oadcd
and true em t be
made or neeived at the ;u\uuns. of-
ficials from both cities sald.

They are asking residents not to
call unless a true emergency cxists.

“Residents nre requesied not (o
call the police and fire depart-
ments,” sald Police Capt. Russ Can-
way, disaster coordinator for Farm-
ington Hllls, Commander Michael
Wigglns, flre marshal for the Farm-

of lhe storm cloud.

Property loas hius been eolmated to

be Lo the miltions of dollars,

* The Michigan Depnnmcnl of Sme

Police Emergeocy Management Di-

Vislon bas compiled the (allawlng

lomudo facts:

© Tornadoes occur at any time ln
llmosl any month. But most occur In

April, May, Jone and July, In the late

afternoon and evi usually

between 3 and 7 p.m. when metcm-
perature s 70-76 degrees with bigh
humldity,

-+ @ Tornadoes usually come from
the southwest at 20-45 mph. Almost
pll come from the western horizon
and have traveled at specds nearing

0 m|
! & The typical tornado is on the
d less than 10 minutes and
vels a distance of five miles. But

touches the ground averages 300-400

z;rd.!bulmaybewldcr—uptnlme
le across.

3 ® Tarnndoes usually turn coun-

ter-clockwise, with wind speeds var-

ylng(mm]usthan 100 mph to near-

iy 300 mph.

» @ Tornndoes develop from dark

like clouds.
Indicates many occur toward tha end

g {rom
w)y storms fend to be Hm most se-
vere,

A TORNADO or scvere thunder-
storm watch Is fssued by the Nation-
al Severe Storm Center In Kansas
City when conditions exlst for severe
weather (o develop. Watches are two
to six hours long, x,lvlng you time to
plan and prepare by:

® Placing small_objects, which
could become deadly missiles, inside
— away from the wind,

@ Making sure everyone knows
what to do if a tornado is sighted.
Children should be closely su-
pervised,

A tornado or severe thunderstorm
warning {3 Lssued by the National
Weather Scrvlee when a tornado or
sevepe thunderstorm has been sight-
ed or I3 strongly indleated by radar.
Warnings usually last no longer than
90 minutes ond are designed to give
time to seck shelter immediately,

'WHAT CONSTITUTES ahelter?

® Houses — a basement offers
the greatest safety, Seek shelter un-
der sturdy furniture or under lhe
stairs, away from under the kitchen,
if possible. In houses without base-
ments, take cover in the center of
the house on the lowest floor in a
small room, such as & closet or bath-

ington Department of Publlc Safcty,
concurred.

THIS YEAR'S slren test will be
held Thursday at 1 p.am, It wlll in.
volve the 10 slrens In Farmiington
Hills, the two in Farmington and oth-
ers thranghout the county, Police
and fire officials will check cach
siren and report any problems to
Oakland County.

The steady, three-minute siren
tone signlfying o tornndo warning —
which means o toruado has been
slghted — wiil be used for the Thurz-

Twisters
Tips for safe tornado months

day drill. Slrens are not sounded
when there is a tornado watch —
when conditions exist for the devel-
opment of a tornado.

Sirens are also routinely tested on
the first Saturday of each month at §

pm.

- County officials are suggesting
businesses, fomilles and others use
the Thursday test to “lake advan-
tage of the opportunity” to “test
your internal tornado plans.”

Most of the reperted tornadoes In

southwest to the northeant, which
leaves the Farmington area In a vul-
nerable position, Wiggins and Con-
way sal

A alren gounding In Oakland Coun-
ty may mean one has been sighted on
the north slde — which Jeaves this
area relatlvely safe. “The sairen
sound docsn’t necessarily mean the
tornado is "here,” Conway sald.
“When they're activated, they all go
off” around the county. -

But F:

@Ea s pmpare for tornado season

take action immedial le!y ' because
the 100-300-mile-per-bour winds
could kit
ed,ﬂcnldbebwtlwmolny
joint venture between countles to
belp border communities such aa
Farmington and Farmington Hills.

AS AN added part of tornado sale-
thh !week. Oakland xw: Paul
, mana,
Manggerméat Division, s oo
commnnlﬂa hh depariment. is

Michigan have been In the
area, according to Wigglns. Slnce
1850, more than 522 tornadocs bave
occurred in the state,

“A lot of people enjoy studying
tornadoces,” he seld, “They (the tor-
nadoes) don't act ratlonally.”

DESPITE THEIR erratic behav-
for, (here are some specific patterny
with tornadoes and funnel clouds,
however. Most oceur durlng the late
afterncon hours and move from the

room, or under sturdy un
you have time, open a window.

® Mobilo homes — during warn-
Inga, go to a prearranged, substan-
tlal shelter.

®© Driving o car — travel at right
angles to the tornado’s path. If there
isn't time Lo drlve away from it, get
out of the car and Into o basement,
ditch or ravine, away from u":ynr.
1f outside, lie flat in the nearest’de-
pression and use your hands to shleld
your head,

#® At work or at schoel — follow
advance plans to move to interior
hallways or small reoms on the low-
cst floor. Avold arcas with glass and
wlde, free-span roofs.

@ In open country — get into a
sturdy bullding, or on the ground, If
possible.-

'WHAT IF your house I8 struck?

© Do your best to protect your-
self, your farnlly and your neighbors
from further damage.

® Make certaln authoritles are
notlfied you are a tornado victlm.

® Photograph or otherwise docu-
ment the damage to your property
and Injutles to your famtly.

@ Cooperate with authorized offi-
cers and volunteers who arrlve.

® Do not sign contracts for repalr
work, removal of rubble or addt-
tlonal Insurance without consulting
authorltles.

® Do not go to the tornado scene.

and

Hills slt in the soulhwest corer of
Qaklond County — the first path a
tornado would take If coming direct-
1y from Washtenaw County, Wiggins
sald, Officlnls suggest residents
monltor television and radlo broad-
casts and be aware of any tornado
sightings in elther Washtenaw and
Livingston countles, which could
head In this direction quickly.

If a tornado Is gighted In the zouth-
west part of Oakland County and
slrens are sounded, it ks Important to

Tornadoes
in Farmington Hills,

p trom dark, th

-liko clouds, such as these moving over 1-808

on Lonudo safety and U5 always '
ready to provide advlce where need-

1o addition, the county is tn!nlng
volunteers this week to be part of the
Skywarn network of spotters, These
volunteers monitor weather cond)-
tions from thelr cara in various parts
ot he county, and alert disaster ofil-
clals when a tornado is spotted, *

Further information can be ob~
tained by calling the Emerg:
Mnnngcmcnl Dlvision at 838- 5!00
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GET READY TO GET
I BHAPE...

\ Push, tone, stretch and

Get ready to get in
shepe at Vic Tanny Novi,
opening soon.

Evefymng need tn

into the
blzstshepe vtseverbeen
inig here at this all new
$2 milion club. You'd find
malatestpmgmsswa

resistancs tramning equip-
ment, 1I11t.h mile indoor

glay hemd
E co-ed

jogging track tmmamenn—

t our on-site

preview. lnformat:lon center:

8@53 Crescent Bivd.

H & RACQUET CLUB

Men.. .wumen, call now or

‘349~;74jo




