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Survey goal —averting corporate flight

* By cuuy Hanu
= ataff writer

OORDINA'N)N! OF a survey

of local manufacturers

hope the results will have a

“ripple effect” as an effort

w unlly the iocal bu.lnua communi-
ty beglns.

“There Is cvery to be
pleased with the results,” sald Farm-

. Ington/Farmington Hillsa Chamber
of Commerce president Nancy Fio.
ley regarding the Michigan Buslness
- Retentlon_and Expanslou Program,

. )y the chamber, the
."citles of Fumungton and Farming-
ton Hllls, and Michigan Bell. “We
~must continue to maintaln,"

- Project manager and Iocal busl-
*.nessman Andrew Baker sa!d the pur-
.~pose of the recently completed sur

- vey is two-fold.

"“Curbing the exodus of business is

w akey In any local development pro-

~_gram," he said.

«~ Promotion of small business Is

-.also important because “50 pcm:nt
. of all new jobs are

STATES ATTEMPTING.TO LURE BUSINESS AWAY

N K

# OF FIRMB
REPORTING
CONTACT

y the
“retentlon and expansion of small
- businesses,” he added.

‘The survey showed that 80 percent
of the manufacturing buslnesses in-
terviewed have less than 100 em-
ployces,

RESULTS, OF the numy were
presented last week during the annu.
=l State of the Clties anktut, host-
ed by Alexander Hamilton Life In-
surance Co. of America,

About 140 businesspeople and civ-
ic leaders attended the event, where
the business survey report took cen-
ter stage.

. Congested and Inadequate roads

« tapped the Ust, followed by dralnage,
T communlcation, power outages,
~ communlty invalvement, job traln-

-lng and unemployment/workers'

This graph shows vthlch states have contact-
Hill: I an

Bail lurvey. in uﬂ. 24 focaf businesses hava

other states, Twanty

to qu themn away, neeordlng to the Michigan slnlu havo Inllh!od contact.

campensauun 85 key lssues that wilj
be addressed because of tha survey.
According to Finley, the lb-meg-

concern for area business.,
THE SURVEY mpart of only 42.5

ber task force that
effort will meet agaln in slx months
to review progress on the above top-
les. Results of the five-month effort
do not mpmm a “dead end,” but a
new beginning, Baker added.
Farmington Hills Mayor Ben
Marks called the survey “Impaortant”
for gettng the city's road system in
shape. The survey showed nearly 81
percent of those surveyed used
trucks to recelve and ship their prod-
uet — labellng the roads as a key

Nuncy Flley, Farmington/Farmington Hills Chamber of Com-
merce president, listens to a report on the Farminglon Area

Michigan and

Program find}

perm! on roads
“really didn't come u a hig surprise
to those on the task force,” accord-
ing to Steve Balasla, Bell area man-
ager and Farmington Hills resident.

Fnrmlngtnu Mayor Willlam Hart-

k called the survey report “a

lmrd document I can turn to” when

reviewing city services. Although

Farmington is not locking to expand,

“we do emphasize retentlon,” he

sald, describing the recent cfforts on

behalf of the city's Downtown Devel-
opment Authority,

He sald the city of Farmington
will use the survey during the next
several months to develop an effec-
tlve communlcations program.

‘The Farmington arca survey ts the
21st completed by Michlgan Bell, ac.
cording to Balasia. A total of 77 of
the 145 manufacturing companies in
the two clties — about 53 percent —
respanded (o the surveys, which
were done face-to-face with the help
of 61 volunteer interviewers,

Although the response percentage
was less than in other communities,
Balasia sald “we're looking at that
ns good. Normally, the larger the
community (s, the lesser the partici-
pation is.

“Although the percentage was less
than we've been getting, I hope the

i.uglun or Farmington Hills, a fact
that Balasia believes is key.

“We bave access to all the
(chief executlve officers) and that's
very Important; we need to build
rapport.”

Other key figures taken from the
report showed that 50 percent of the
flrms surveyed owned thelr own fa-
cilities, which glves the communlty
a “stabllity” factor, that 17 of the
business are expansion in
the area, and that nearly twice that
mtng have sufficient property to ex-
pan

‘Perbaps the maln reason for the
survey was detailed In figures show-
Ing that 24 companies were contact-
ed by ‘20 different states that were
trylng to lure them away, Balasla
sald the figure was “fairly consist.

ent” with responses in other com-

munitles, but was still a cause for
concern.

Both clties fared better than the
state In the business arepa, Sixty--
saven percent thought the local area

was a "good place to do business.:
When asked the same question about:
the state, only 42.5 percent respond-’

ed posl!lvuly.
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This plo chart shows where the responding corporations in
Farmington Hills have their corporate headquartore.

H

Steve Balas

Mlchlgan Ball economic development zrea mun-‘
ager, addre

the Btate of the Clties Breakfast audience.

53 percent would rep the com-
munlty.”
CHAMBER EXECUTIVE dlrector

JoAnn Soronen sald the 53 percent

represented “a good overview and
cross sectlon throughout the citles, X
would say it's a good representation
of the community."

The results showed 73 percent of
the manufaciuring companles sur-
veyed were headquartered in Farm-

Staff photos
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Project Health-0-Rama "87 will
come to Farmington Hilla Wednes-
day, April 1.

The metre Detroit health falr
runs from Monday, March 23, to
Thursday, April 2. Sponsors are
+ | WXYZ-TV, Blue Cross Blue Shleld
of Michigan and the United Health
QOrganization, a Torch Drive Agen-

cy.
The Farmington Hills site, spon-
sored by the Farmington-Farming-
ton Hills Commission on Aging,
will be open from 9 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. Wednesday, April 1, at Mercy
Conference Center, 28600 11 Mile.
All Health-O-Rama sites will of-
for these free tesls and services:
blood pressure checks, helght and
weight mwummenu, vislon teste
* | ing, counsellng and referral, glau-
. | coma testing, health bazard appra-
« | isal and health education litera-

ture.

3 Also avallable at the Mercy site
| will be these tests, which carry a
: | nominal fee: colon cancer screen-
+ | ing kits (take-home), $3; blood pan-
| ¢l (a profile of 21 tuh), $8. Skin
| cancer, podiatry tests and hearing
¢ | testsalsoare schndu.lcd

TO PROMOTE the early detec-
tlon and proper treatment of skin
cancer, Farmington Hills derma-
tologlst Dr. Jon Blum will do skin
cancer tlons,

Skin cancer ia the most common
. | type of cancer. It Is more common
1+ | than cancer of the lung, breast,
uterus or any other arca. Derma-
tologlsts are medlcal doctors who

Health fair, commg up Aprll 1

Dr. Jon Blum offers free skin cancer tosting at iast year's
Health-0-Rama,

speciallze in the prevention, d.lag-
noal.l and treatment of skin prob-

Anyone attending the Farming-
ton Hills Henlth-0-Rama can
recelve a free, palnless examina.
tion for possible skin cancer. They
also will receive Iree

PROJECT HEALTH-O-RAMA
sltes arc staffed by volunteers
from hospitals, clinics, nursing and
allied health schools, the Women
for the United Foundation, health
departments, health education
agencles, community groups and

d

that discusy the prevention ol skin
cancer, sunburn, wrinkles and pre-
mature aging of the skin.

This will be the third year that
Blum ix offering the free skin can-
cer examinatl
Center Health-0-Rama.
Health-0-Rama sites in other arcas
do not offer skin cancer screening.

ons at the Merey

many en-
tists, phamacists, nutritionists) who
donate thelr time and skill.

Participants with ab-
normal lut results are followed up
by telephone contacts made by
Health-O-Rama stafl two-three
months after the project.

For more Information, call the
Project HOTLINE, 589-0808, 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. weckdays,

VALUE PLUS ST/WHS

FoR ouR EveRYoy |
L0W PRICES, WETL |
weveR puT THESE |
ITEMS ON SALE FOR |
LESS. BUT VALE PLUS | |
STANDS FOR MORE
THAN LOW PRICE. .
MUCH MORE iT
REPRESENTS THE 600D
QUALITY AND UPTO-DAFE
STHLING YOU EXPECT
FROM US.

Farah belted stacks ol 10%

Dacion® polyester giva you .

geeat ft without 2 lot of

tassics. They're machine b
washable aed wrinkle and staid
fesistant, loo. And they're 8 fo
Valun Plus 21,99, Avarlable i
blug, 1an, brawn, navy and grey

Made in USA. and Imported. ,
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