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reat Lakes
| id, diversion
argued in House

; Michigan property owners arc

Qearings to see what Congmss wil
gdo about Great Lakes shorelines

ore federal money to help protect
mperikvd homes and property,
Celeste propozed & $100 million,
-lv!.'-ymu' program to offer low-ln-
erest loans and grants to elevate,
Jlogd-proof or move threatened
;amu and commercizl buildings,

uild shoreline protection structures
#nd in some cases buy property that
lb:muot otherwise be saved,

% “WE SEE the damage at the com-
}nunny level and at the human
Jlevel,” Celeste told the House Public
Works subcommittee on water re-
Bources,

. “The humnan costIs real. . . . Ev.
¢ryone s trying to dellver mls!~
‘ance, but with no budgets or pro-
zrnms, the needs go unfulfilled.”

¢ States would pick up 30 percent of
Yhe costs and would have to strictly
Almlt devdlopment in shorelinc areas

+ “Alot of people from Intand’ counA
ties own Great Lakes shareling prop-
erty,” said Bloomflc!d Hllls resident
James K. Schmldt. He said the Great

The 2,000-membet caalmdn has
asked the U.S. and Canadlan goveran-
ments to close Hudson Bay diver-
slons, which send water to the Great

kes, Increase the Chieago diver-
slon into the Misslssippi River, in-
crease flows in the Niagara River
and Welland Canal to maximtm ca-
pacity and increase the flows from
diversions out of Lake Ontarlo,

“THE HOMEQOWNERS, communi-

- ties and states that border the Great
Lakes need your help in protecting

themselves from storm dnmnxe '

Tom Martln, director of
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3hreatened by high water levels. Lakes Coalltion, of which be s a WESTLAHD—Wnslland Gmaalng
Ohlo Goy. Richard Celeste and of- member, argues that “man can PHOME: 5220033
icials from other Great Lakes states counter extreme water Ievels toa
t week asked Congress to provide  slgnlficant degree.”

Offlce o!lthc Great Lakes, wlq thc

subcommlttee.

Celeste and Martln both zaid rnure
can be dooe to control the lake ley-
¢ls, to a limited extent, by faster
movement of water through vartous
locks and canals — without divert-

4o guard! agalnst construction of Ing water to areas outside the Great
‘bulldings/that might be vulnerable to s basin,
Juture Rooding and erosion. But dlversions were opposed* by

| Celeste’s proposal is patterned af-

‘ter state-level efforts undertaken in
Michigan, where Gov. James Blanc-
‘hard already has called for addi-
4lonal help from the federal govern-
‘ment.
- THE GREAT Lakes have been at
‘record high levels over the past few
‘years, swollen by two decades of
‘high preclpitation and cool tempera-

* tures that have resulted in more run-
wff than would have occurred with
Average temperatures.,

"+ Encronching waters have caused
milllons of dollars in damage to
‘homes, property and shorellncs.

annther officlal,

Ing diverslons can have
irreversible Impacts,” sald Dayid
Miller, executive director of the Buf-
falo, N.Y.-based Great Lakes Unlted
coalltion of environmental, sports,
unlon and small business groups, -

Diverting water to other parts ‘of
the country would be lH-advised,
Miller said. 1t would do little good ln
the current situatlon and might
maoke it hard to cut off that flow
once the cycllcal Great Lakes agala
erﬁrlcnce low water levels, he ar-

The Associated Press con!nbut~
cd to this story. -

-Tourism index

icontinues rise

\ In 1988, the index of Michigan
, tourlsm established a new record,
-“galning an average of 8.5 percent
wn.from 1985, according to David L.
r-Littmann, vice president and senior
= economist with Manufacturers Na-
¥ tlonal Bank of Detroit.
Michigan's Tourism Index rose to
129 durlng the fourth quarter of
1986. That was ncarly 5 percent
. higher than tourism-related activity
In the third quarter and 13 percent
above levels from the final quarter
w 0f 1985,
+  "At alevel of 129, tourlst-related
4 activity in Michlgan, after removing
£ the effects of inflation, Ls 29 percent
- above the average during the base
1 year of measurement, 1980," Litt-
m:m safd.

All components of the tourism In-
dex showed gains between the third
and fourth quarters, Seasonally ad-
Justed, all but oceupancy rates wnm
up from the same perlod in 1985,
From third to fourth quarters:

© Alr passenger trafflc rose 5.8 '
pereent.

® Occupancy rnlcs at Michigan - jg8

lodgings rose 2.3 percel
® Mackinae Brldgc crossings
were up 5.1 percent.

@ Southcast Michigan vehleular ’

traific rose 4.8 percent.

The Michigan Tourism Index Is o °

quarterly summary of four scasonal-

1y ndjusted travel and lodging data

serics which serve as a noninflation-

nr}itproxy for statewide tourist ac-
tvity.
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