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?&enaie OK’s tlghter workers comp rules

1 neynbucans have thelr
fvotkers compensation reform bill in
the Michigan Scnate on almost &
pmy -line vote,

Democrats alse falled to block
legislation that would allow privat
ization of the Michigan Accldent
Fund, which sclls workers compen-
sation

It goes to the )l
House where it will be gulded by
Rep. Gordon Sparks, R-Troy, minori-
ty vice chairman of the House Labor
Committee,

Senate Bill 67 13 intended to cut
the cost of business contributions to
the workers’ comp by tight-
ening the standards on who l: coti-
tled to beneflts,

Under It, Injured workers who be-
leve thelr employers deliberately
caused on-the-job Injuries would
bave to choose between court and
warkers compensation clalms.

HERIZ'S HOW Observer & Eccen-
tric arca senators voled:

#® YVex — Republicans Doug Cruce
of Troy, Richard Fessler of West
Bloomfleld, R, Robert Geake of
Northville and Rudy Nichols of
Waterford.

@ No — Democrats Willlam
Foust of Westland, Jack Faxon of
Farmington Hills and George Hart
of Dearborn.

Senate Democrats spent more
than three hours Wednesday unsuc-
cessfully arguing that the proposed
standards arén’t falr to many in-
Jured workers. .

...Mwu.n G SRR AL
58 Y

“IT 1S NOTHING
buslness wish list,” u!d Sen. Jokn
Cherry of Cllo, who led minority
Democrats In opposing the changes,

' “We've got a falr balance here,”

replled” Republicae Geake. “It's a
reasonable compromise for every-
body."

Sen. Fred Dilliagham, R-Fowler-
ville, Senate aponsor, sald Senate Re-
publlc:m: want the issue setiled
without resortiog to another exten-
sion of the May 15 deadline, when
parts of the current workers com-
pensation law explre,

In response to business complalnts
that workers comp lnsurance pay-
ments are too high and standards for
receiving benefits are too lenient,
the measure sets up a “standard of
proof™ through which workers would
hn‘vc to show thelr injuries were fob~
relal 3

TWO STATE Supreme Court decl-
slons triggered other changes.

A 1985 ruling permitted tosurance
companies to deduct from thousands
of workers comp checks the amount
of benefits recelved from Soclal Se-
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curity and other sources — so-called
“‘coordination of beneflts.”

A low that took cffect March $1,
1982, required coordination of bene:
fits, but lawmakers say they intend-
ed It to apply only to workers injured
siter that date.

The high ‘court Interpreted the law
to also cover workers injured bc!are
1962, an:

to pay the money the insurance com-
panies demanded.

Republicons say the measure’s
goal s to make sure workers don’t
earn more while sidelined than they
;muld have if they remained on the
job,

ANOTHER DEBATE was

sponded by demanding that l.ujumd
workers repay benefits they already
had recelved and spent.

‘The Senate-approved measure In-
cludes a section specifying that coor-
dlnation of benellts shou!dn't apply
to workers injured before 1982,

However, it doesn't require relm-
bursement for people wha have bad
thelr pensfons reduced or who tried

by a 1986 rullng letting in-
jured workers sue thelr employers
for barm{ful actions,

Republicans arzued the workers’
comp systemn was designed as a sub-
stitute for Utigation and that sults
should be permitted only in Limited

Democrats and organized labor
are fighting to keep the court-ex-
panded right tosue.

* Companles needn't fear lawsulls
over accldents but should be sued for
deliberate harmlul acts, said Cherry,
n:inxuunmmplotbcuua!n
tecn-ager killed in a glassworks,

Workers had been ordered to load
2,000 pounds of glass on’a cart with
a 500-pound capacity, Cherry sald.
One of the cart's wheels shattered,
dropping an avalxnche of glass that
:hearcdd‘ off the top of the teen-ager's
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The family of the youth was able
to sue for damages, arguing that the
Infury was not am accldent but the
result of a harmful act.

It tho Senate:] changes be-
came law, the family in such a cle-
cumstance would have to go one step
further be(om wlnnlnz a court

“the Senal

award: convinclng & jury the em-
ployer set out to cause an {ojury,

DILLINGHAM described the Seo-

saying
controlled House to disagree with
te p! and force the
changes Into a conferente commit-
tee.

“It's really not any basls for ne(o-
tlation,” countered Tim Hughes, a
lobbylst for the Michigan State AFL~
CI0. “I'N be just starting from
scratch in in the House.”

The Associated Press contribut-
ed to this s wn/

UAW backs plant- -closing bill N

UAW Presldent Owen Bleber sald
companies fight plant-closing-nolice
legislation because they fear com-
munity pressure.

“The real reason most companles
don't glve advance notice — and the
reason they are opposed to a notice
requirement — Is that they don't
want to face pressure from workers
and communities,” Bieber sald in
congresslonal testimony.

“¥Yet, it 1s not proper behavior to

withhold

to avold scrutiny of its declslon,” he
said.  °

“GOVERNMENT HAS a duty to
exercise soclal responsibility and
protect workers and communities
against the devastating consequenc-
es of economlc change,” Bleber sald.

His comments came In testlmony
before subcommittees of the Sen-
ate's Labar and Human R 3

notice,
assistance provh!n:u ol 8. 538, the
proposed economic ‘dislocatlon and
workers

those enough to belong to
unions, the collective bargaining
process cnn only provide lmlited

act.
Bieber reminded senators of ‘'the
personal misery for workers and
their familics, the economic and 8o«
cinl costs for communities and the
general loss to the economy created
by corporate c!cc!slvns umt result in

Commitice cund\lcdng bearings on

plant-closlng?

slmply because a corporation wishes

He urged support for the advance

iTtle capezic

“TWINKLE:

Black Pat,
Sltver

for...

permanent dl
Conceding that a dymmlc econo~
my may D roduce plant

y necessarily pi
closings, Bleber argucd that even for

Enclosures |

pullup
stakes nnd nmdm workm and
communlties,

Further, be argued that plant clos-
Ings have becn aggravated by gove
crnment policies that subsidlze “cor-
poralo decislons to U.S. work-
ers’ jobs"” and by international trade
policles which are weak and Ineffec-
tively enforced.”
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Get this very attractive high rate of
interest, thanks to our Bonus Rate
Certificate. Interest is pald and
compounded quarterly and accounts are
insured to at least $100,000.00 by the
Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Cor-
poration (FSLIC), an agency of the U.S.
Govemment.

Funds may bo withdrawn from cerificate accounts al any
time. Howover, there i a substantial inlerest penalty for early
withdrawal 170m cerlificate accounts.

You'll like the weay we do banking.
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