moral perspectives

“iRev. David Strong

A MINISTER once confessed to
' me: “1 have not liked to go and visit
'people in the hospital. I used to go
" and wonder why I was there.”

* Too often people have the impres-
slon that all clergy like every part of
thelr Job, Many do not 1lke hospltals.

. People find it difficult to talk with
2 person who Is dylng. Yet the com-
mon feellng is that clergy are some-
how beyond personal difficulties in
évery aspect of thelr work. We need
to reallze that clergy are human,

. TOO OFTEN clergy themselves
- .have unrealistic erpectau of
thcmse ves.
-+, I spoke with a young woman mln-
* ister who aald that she had been very
+"busy during the past week. I com-
--mented on the fact that she bad a
cold.
“I hope you can get a day or two
" off,” I remarked. She replied that
4 shestill had three more full days and
1 .nights of dutles before sha could take
i abreak.
¢ . I'wondered why she dld not admit
s+ she needed time off.
\ - Years ago I faced such a decision.
¢+ I was zick, but I had promisced a
H group of youths and their counsclors
« that I'would lead a retreat weekend.
: A friend sald to me, “You can't

"
(3

“l have to." I replled.
; 1dldn’t have to go, I stayed home
pnd took care of mysell.

IN BUSm. leaders are tralned

adopt a team approach. Responst-

litles are shared,

Churches atlll focus too many of

.7 thelr expectations upon one or two

: persops. It doesn't make sense in to-
day's world.

Clergy have problems and llmita-
tions just like cveryone clse. Many
fine clergy have disappeared from
thelr communlty because both they
and thelr congregatlon expected too
much from them.

. We are Just as vulnerable as any-

Clergy have
thelr limits, too

as “‘care givers” and “moral exzm-
ples,” thelr congregations do not
know what to do when they need
belp. The offlelal approach is to send
clergy to a psychologist. .

Wae need to acknowledge the fact
that expectations of clergy both by
the clergy and by the congregations
are often unrealistic, Some people
Jjokingly call thls a “savier com-
plex.”

LIKE ANYONE, ministers
improve thelr skills, They can Iea.rn.
but no one can me

‘We have crises. Wo get nunk. hung
up In an area of We, Clergy need
help, prayer and especlally (riends
who will help them to recognize
thelr Uimitations.
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The minister who talked to me

about his difficulty in making hospi-
tal calls changed. Now he feels more
comfortable and able In this arca.
We are all human, desplle what peo-
ple expect.
I like the theology that states the
most holy thing In the world is to be
fully human. When anyone tries to
become more than human, perfect
or iovulncrable, he is taking the
wrong path. Once & person deflnes
himself or herself by what someone
else expects, he 11 bound to fall.

WHEN WE DENY our humanity
we split the spiritual from the physl-
cal. We then expect a moral and
spiritual performance that denles
the Idea a persan Is accepted by God
just as be or she s,

In the guise of sceking perfect
leaders, we judge them by thelr per-
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We need to recognize that our
clergy are buman. By doing 8o we
will afflrm the preclousness of our
own human nature. We need to atop
trying to put clergy on a pedestal, It
does nelther them oor us any good.

The Rev. David Strong is the
pastor of St. Matthew United

one else, Because clergy are viewed  Methodist Church in Livonia.
gerontology
A. Jolayne

Farrell

.
1

‘ .— and the happiness hay gone out of
.+ ihe marriage. I would llle to know
+ baw towork Ihmngh unexpected

ln my
Mm C, 11.. Southern Reader,

5 M. R.:

2. According to Dr. Joyce Brothers,
K an article in the November publi-
tion of the American Assoclation
! Retired Persons News Bulletin,

. His retirement
Strams marrlage
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playing golf in retirement is a plezs-
ant fantasy when working hard ear-
ller in life — but unfortunately it of-
ten proves to be outright boring In
reality, :
Mn R, P'm sorry that your retire-
ment crisls was unexpected and that
you are unhappy. With some effort
and a sense of humor on both your
parts, I'm sure the crisis will pass.

Dear Jo:

Is there such a thing as male .,

marriage can survive
Some typical pmblmn:gs has en-

partner.

She adviscs retirees' to share
housework, plan together, play to-
gether, but not to live in each other’s
“Human belogs were

ve hours, so give
gpoum space and time,” zhe

%é? €

EACH PERSON l.haﬂld eonumw
‘lo pursue his or her own Inf
;, Some retirees convert lpua
4 ms or basement space into Indi-
] vid\ml hobby or study areas. These
.places are then considered private
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Mrs. V.M., Regular Reader N

Dear Mra, M.

‘When a man over age §0 experi-

. ences sudden mood swings, brritabili-
ty and bot flashes along with a sus-
tained perjod of impotence — a hor-
monal shift known 28 the climacteric
may be the cause. This is viewed by
somre health care professionals as a
male menopause,

Unlike female menopause, this
condition s not Inevitable. It affects
Just 20-25 percent of men. The cond!-
g::—uually is treatable by a physl-
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