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Peter Baldwin said. “She did exactly
as she should have.”

Thanks to the efforts of a 19-year-
old home day carc worker, five
napping preschoolers were whisked
to safety when a water heater
caught fire.

*It was an admirable job. Her pri-
ority was with getting the kids out of
the room and across the street,”
Farmington Hills Deputy Fire Chief

To write the Observer: 33203
Grand River, Farmington
48024. To call: news line, 477-
5450; sports line, 591-2312; home
delivery, 591-0500; classified
ads, 591-0900; display ads, 591-
2300.

IGNUP for Safety
Town, a preschool
cducation program,
won't start until May 18

for residents and May 29 for
non-residents,

Earlier reglstrations will be
returned. Register by mail or in
person at the Farmington Hills
Recreation Divislon counter In
the city hall, 31555 11 Mile, Call
473-9570 for more Information.

ON board.

Farmington Hills City
Councilman Donn Wolf was
elected chalrman of the
Washtenaw County Services
Agency Board of Directors,

Last fall, be recelved the
board’s Outstanding Citlzen
Award for his work in
Washtenaw's antipoverty

rograrms.

F! were called to the
Minglewood Lane home of group day
care home operator Darlene Feld-
man at 2:05 p.m. Wednesday. The
fire broke out next to a water heater
In a closet in an attached garage
converted to a playroom, Baldwin
sald.
Feldman's day care worker, Kath-
leen Paradis, 19, of Westland, put

the four toddlers to slecp in the play-
room and a baby to sleep in a nearby
den at 1:30 p.m. Shortly after,
Paradis was washing dlshes in the
kitchen, near the den, when she
heard coughing and noticed smoke
coming from the playroom, police
and fire reports said.

She immediately awakened the
children and took them across the
street to a nelghbor's house, The
neighbor called the fire department.

1y

Day care aide saves tots in fi

The children ranged in age {from 9
months to 3% years.

THE FIRE, which caused damage
to the closet's contents, electrical
clreuitry and telephone system, was
brought under control within a min-
ute of firefighters’ arrival.

The flre was caused by wood and
paper products stored too close to
the water heater, Baldwin sald.

Paradls' quick actions prevented
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5th grade p

The county agency mobillzes -
kuman resources {o assist the
poor and disddvantaged. *

Wolf 1s secretary of its
subsldiary, CSA Enterprises, an
umbrella for-proflt corporation
dedicated to creating jobs for
the unemployed.

JOINS the DDA.

Farmington Clty Councll has
named Oakland Street resident
John Donohue to fill a vacancy
on the Downtown Development
Authority. He will represent the
citizenry at large.

His term expires next March.
He replaces Richard Donner,
who resigned in April.

FOOTNOTES: One year

ago this week — Farmington
Public Schools’ O.E. Dunckel

achieve basle literacy.

Sharon Reifler x;nd Janny Kaplan.

Kindergartners (from lett) David Witdberger, Jeremy Wolt

(from loft) A da Wech,

BT

% -
and Power middle schools will i ! i
participate in a Unlversity of
Michigan study to develop
methods of helping students and Joshua Weinberg, as fishormen.

Borg, Jaimee Rose,

Photos by RANDY BORST/statf photographor
Kerry Harnisch, Jodi Roth,

Twenty-Five Cents

por e
what could have been a serlous, if
not fatal {ire, Baldwin sald.
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BUT FIREFIGHTERS are nonc-
theless concerned about the lack of a
smoke detector In Feldman's house
where the children play and nap.
Feldman has a smoke detector in an-
other part of the house. The detector
did not sound because the smoke had

Please turn to Pago 10

Fourth grader Alexla Potra-
kos, In Greek costume.

State played up
Kids extend birthday salute

audltorlum for 900 parents and

PLAY written by Forest Ele-
mentary stalf
Involved a cast of 366 ele-

mentary youngsters as
the school continues to celebrate
Michigan's 150th birthday,

More than 300 members of the
cast, which includes the entire
school, had elther speaking, walk-
on or dancing parts, co-author and
teacher Sue Patee sald.

“150: A Michigan Odysscy” is a
two-act musical with eight scenes.
The play was staged Thursday in
North Farmington High School's

DDA
leader
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Empl " e sE burgh city councilman — will di-
mployment . . . . rect the elforts of Farmington's

Downtown Development Authority.
Wendy Strip Sittsamer was cho-
sen Tuesday as the DDA board's
top dld for the position of
DDA executive director.
She was selected from more than
50 candidates for the job, which
ranges In pay from $19,000 to
$23,000 per year. It includes city
insurance beneflts, She will answer
dlrectly to the DDA board.
She accepted the job offer early
‘Thursday, according to administra-
tive assistant Robert Schultz, who
negotiated on behalf of the DDA
board. The new director sald she
expects to start work May 15.
Strip Sittsamer comes to Farm-
Ington from several years of fund
raising for the Unlversity of De-
troit, where she held the position of
asslstanl dlrector of alumni rela-
ons.
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other of the

inctuding Farmington Hills Mayor
Ben Marks.

“The stalf started working on
this project last spring,” said For-
est principal Walt Jablonski.

“They even got together during
summer vacatlon on a number of
oceasions. I'm very fortunate to
have an upbeat, enthusiastic and
dedicated group of people to work
with.”

TEACHERS IN all areas aided

After 26

in the production, from the art
teacher who helped with costume
design, to the speech teacher who
helped students with their lines,

The story line begins with cight
aliens landing in Michigan. They
are invited to stay and learn about
the state and celebrate its 150th
birthday. The allens learn about’
Michigan's Indians, explorers, re-
sources and the history of state-
hood through skits and songs.

The allens learn about the state's '©:
auto Industry. b

years,

educator retires

By Casey Hans
staft writer

Memories of marching bands and
trumpets, elementary children, and
a lifetime of edveational leadership
are the bullding blocks that make
Larry Freedman the man he is to-

day.

“It has been very satisfylng and
gratifying,” Freedman said of his ed-
ucational career, most of which was
spent with Farmington schools, He
recently announced he will retire at
the end of this school year.

"1 will go out feeling good. I think
I've contributed. I'm going to be
proud of It.

“If 1 had It to do all over again, I
would have done it exactly as I did
it,” the assistant superintendent sald.
“I've made decislons I thought were
honest ones — I never reacted politi-
cally to anything.

“Every experience I had, I loved.”

Those honest, reactive qualities
have guided Freedman through his
26 years with the Farmington Public
Schools — as an elementary music
teacher for four years, a principal
for six years, dlrcctor of elementary
education for two ycars and assist-
ant superintendent from 1971 until
the present.

FOR A man who is conditioned to
the schedule of a traditional school

Larry Froedman and his wife, Marilyn, in thelr Novi home.

year, will bring change.

‘I've made decisions |
thought were honest
ones — [ never reacted
politically to anything.
Every experience 1 had,
I loved.’
— Larry Freedman
school administrator

plans to open a restavrant with his
son-in-law and begin a new facet of
his life,

“This fall, I think I'm going to
start clean,” Freedman sald. .

This change involves not only hig
job as educator, but his musical ca-
reer as well. A professional musiclan
for most of his life, Freedman cur:
rently plays with his own orchestra
— something he says he may stop
this fall.

“Music has been a thread all
through the years,” he said. “But 1
was always & teacher {irst and a mu-
siclan second.”

And now, he'll be a restaurateur
- anew experience.

Instead of re-
turn to the classroom this fall, he
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