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‘Working Girls’ tells duli story

Two currént unrewarding,
uncntertaining and unpleasant fllm
experlences — “Working Girls” (un-
rated) and “Gothie” (R} — are guar-
anteed, in the first instance, to bore
you with dull, repetitive images and,
in the second, to disgust you with
g)mstly. pcrvcrtcd phantoms of the

Bolh films indicate just how litile
restratnt filmmakers presently ex-
hiblt. They also demonstrate the rat-
ing system’s hypocrisy, for “Gothic"
wlth Its “R"” Is much more disgustlng
than the unrated “Working Girls”
which, presumably, was not submit-
ted for rating because it would have
recelved an “X" — bad news at the
commerclal box office. There Is no
qnestlon that both deserve to be X’ed
out.

“Working Girls” was co-produced,
co-written and directed by former
resident Lizzie Borden,
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® COMEDY TIME

Birmingham Village Players
will present the comedy “Invita-
tion"” to a March” at 8:30 p.m. Fri-
days-Saturdays, May 15-16, 22-23,
and 2 p.m. Sunday, May 17. Tickets
at $5 for adults, $4 for students are
avallable at the door. Reservations:
are recommended; call §44-2075
anytime

® CHARITY CONCERT

The father and son team of
Puroshotamdas Jalota and Anup
Jalota witl appear in a llve charity
concert at 815 p.m. Friday, May
15, at Mercy High School Auditort-
um In Farmington Hills. The event
sponsored by Bharatlya Family
Serviees, a non-profit organization,
is open to the general public and
especially to Americans of India
and Pakistani heritage. Tickets
$15-$50 are avallable at the Sitar
Restaurant in Farmington Hills
(477-9000); the Taj Sarl Palace
(476-2444) and Jaydevl Sanghvl
(474-7570) in Livonla; Foods 'n’
Flavor (455-0160) and Regals (451-

0351) in Canton, and Indla Sari Pal-
ace {525-5470) and Patel Brothers
{427-4445) In Garden City.

@ ‘OLIVERI' OPENING

The Windsor Light Opera pro-
ductlon of the musical hit “Oliver!”
by Lionel Bart contlnues Friday-
Sunday, May 15-17, at the Cleary
Audltorfum In Windsor, Ontarlo.
This preduction, as were all prior
ones, Is produced and dlrected by
John Watson of Blrmingham. Wat-
son will play Mr. Bumble. For tick-
et informatlon, call (519) §74-6593.

® NEW SHOW

“Valerie," a new, nighttime show
starring Valerie Hilsen of Bloom-
fleld Hills, is being presented 9-10
p.m. Thursdays on radio station
WPON (1460 AM). The show will
feature entertainment and person-
alities, with many of the segments
geared for singles. Anyone interest-
ed in appearing on the show may
contact Hilsen by writing P.O. Box
526, Bloomfield Hills 48013,

whose first film, “Born in Flames,”
has been described as a controver-
aial feminist drama. Certainly
“Working Glrls"” presents a unique
feminist view of prostitution,

Molly (Loulse Smith), a sometimes
photographer, Is a fresh-faced pros-
titute whose sympathetic manner at-
tracts customers. Part of her
sprightly Image Involves bicyeling to
work. Molly lives with her black
(female) lover and her daughter.

MOLLY IS ALWAYS in control in
this sanitized sltuation which, ac-
cording to the flim’s publiclty, repre-
sents a signlficant trend, hyglenic
brothels where nice girls work thelr
way through college under the aegis
of pleasant, albeit greedy, madams
— in this case, Lucy (Ellen McEl-
duff), a rather silly caricature.

“Working Girls” intentionally
avoids sensuality, eroticlsm and titll-
lation, as Borden did not want to
make a fitm * . . . that is sexually
exciting to men. All the sex is shot
(rolga the women’s point of view.”

prostitution and totally in charge of
her life, She seems so divorced from
the entire process that viewers soon
become just as indifferent as she is.
Judy Irola’s camerawork is re-
strictive and repetitive, boring by
virtue of its self-consclous, arty
style. Much of the acting and dia-
logue falls in the same category.

BORDEN DOES the feminist
movement, and women in general, a
great dlsservice In pretending that a
prostitute can contrel her own life
and, thereby, avoid tiresome offtee
wurk “Working Glrls" creates a new
mystique which denles that there isa
qualltatlve difference between hir-
ing one's brain and renting one’s
bod

ly.

“Working Girls" did not convince
me that it is to a woman’s advantage
to prostitute herself or that such
women are in control. Neither can I
believe that a woman can cater to
malé perversity and remaln un-
touched and indlfferent. If she can,
what does that tell us about the con-
temporary scene?

Even more damaging, “Worklng
Girls” subtly assuages male guilt by
asserting that prostituted women
are untroubled by the experience.

YOU DON'T HAVE to be a profes-
sor of English Poetry to be offended
at “Gothle's” portrayal of Lord By-
ron (Gabrlel Byrne) and Percy Shel-
ley (Julian Sands) as perverse drug
addlets with obscene imaglnations.

However historically accurate this
pretentious British film may be, it Is
hardly worth tie unpleasantness.

Director Ken Russell fails to justl-
Iy his unnending display of disgust-
ing images which, purportedly, de-
pict the genesls of the modern horror
genre at the famous ghost-story ses-
sion on June 16, 1816, at Villa Dloda-

.

That wicked evening Inspired
Mary Shelley (Natasha Richardson)
to write “F and Dr, Po-

ystifying an

sex for sale is a very valld premise
but in dolng so Borden has dralned
not only the romance and excite-
ment but the force and the energy of
her message, leaving an empty hull,

While there are occasional
moments of wit, humer and soclal
commentary, it Is hardly credible
that Molly Is both unmaffected by

1ldor (Timothy Spall) to write “Dra-
cula’s" lterary forebear, “The Vam-

Just as “Working Girls” performs
a disservice by pretendlng that pros-
titution is OK under certaln circum-
stances, “Gothic” falls flat in its own
excrement by assuming that disgust-

ing images equal a good ghost story.
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POP-INS

Customized Partles for Children {(of all ages)

a
PARTY.
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The A 10 Vid Partles
+ Conflrmation « Birthdays
\'E“/ Bar Mitzvahs » Office Parlles
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Wa can arrange overything from clowns through ciean-up!
FAIRB CALL US & RELAX
aOl- 528-0879 Monday-Friday 10-5

WHERETHERE'S A NEED, THERESAWAY.

THE UNITED WAY

Thanks to ys rweeks e il of s

“Ple as e,
‘my little
~girl'needs
“‘plood?

Imaulnu it Tw hud 1o a1k lnr blood

savo the life of semeans you fove.
Nm time she American Red Cross
asks, give blood, please.

GIVEBLOOD, PLEASE +
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FAMILY STYLE SUNDAY DINNERS
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Seconds, please.

‘The way it used to be. Lots of Kids and lots of food. Dad serving
from heaping platters of lean becf, fresh roasted, free range
chicken, and all the trimmings. Family style at family prices.
Served every Sunday from 2:00 p.o. to £0:00 p.mn. l'h.-n partof
this Bloomfield Hills trdition,
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Kingsley Inn

:": ‘Woodward at Long L.ake Road « Bloomficld Hills « (313) 642-0100 :‘C

.the movies

Dan

- Greenberg

Louise Smith as Molly Jocks into the mirror in “Working Girls,”
a tilm about prostitution. In background is Marusia Zach as

Gina.

Nightmares, as unpleasant as they
might be, often provide interesting
topics for conversation, at least with
one’s analyst. Some surrealist films
are slmilar, the Bunuel-Salvador
Dall “Andalusian Dog,” for example,
which only makes sense with careful
scrutlny,

Bunuel and Dali had the good
grace to keep thelr “Dog™ under a
half-hour but Russell's “Gothie” is
an interminable 90 minutes and no

one in his or her right mind would
walch it twice, much less try to
make sense of it.

‘The British accents, speed of de-
llvery and Byron's cynical romanti-
clsm are hard to follow and the film
is an unpleasant trip into the darker
reaches of the human mind. Not only
does it give British poets a perverted
Image, it glves a bad name to the
very horror movies it pretends to
laud.

- MUSIC HALL CENTER
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“Dancing at

Tickets $30.-318.

E 2 TICKETS
THE PRICE OF 1

TWYLA
THARP.-7
DANCE

Choreagrapher of hit movies **AMADEUS, " “HAIR,"” ond “WHITE KNIGHTS."
EVENINGS B pm,
MAY 12 th rough 17 sunosy mATIRE % pm
This performance is part of the AT&T Dance Tour
§+= BRING THIS COUPON TO THE MUSIC HALL BOX OFFICE AND RECEIVE

FoR MAY ,2"3 PERFORMANCES

Mualc Hall
(N Anniversary Circle and Contor

MES Present
.

Marcia B. Segel, Soho News
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FOR ) tickats availobla ai the
x OHlce only, while they

Mazzanine ore not ovallable.
- v -

BOX OFFICE open daily 10om-6pm, Sus noon-6pm
' TO CHARGE BY PHONE CALL (313) 963-7680
FOR GROUP SALES CALL (313} 963-7622

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT ALL HUDSON'S & TICKETMASTER OUTLETS
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The Fabulous Norma Jean Bell and
the All Stars - Now Appeanng
Wed. - Sat. ) . )
ALONG WITH gL;ckun(l;s'l;\r:‘.- !i[\l:cml at Troy’s new Guest ’\l’n{u 1t a]sl“ g[m Tun\ull\q;;:'(h.n m;:ncy
. o narters” hotel, can't buy—the feeling you'il have when we
*no LOVt{I:‘/(l:;‘ m?n]“'n rnmphm nldry hot & cold Buecause they v made for relaxing in treat you the way you deserve to be treated:
ah Hors o' oeuvres : your own spacious two-room suite—with a As our guest.
urs. no'’cover . e reriuced drink prices king-size bed, a sofa bed, three phones, and That's Guest Treatment.
“until 10:30 - M:E 5:00-8:30 . lwn n.mmc -controlled color TVs. Call now for reservations:
Lo '-‘ Ve'll treat you toa Private Manager’s 1-800-424~" 879.7
.33]"012 ?Y M‘s" H‘"l" along with Normng lean RLupuun with delicious hot and cold hors 00-424-2900 or (313) 500.
]G and the All-Stars a Dﬂﬂ of .your enteriainment d'ocuvres in the evening, and awaken you
pleasure, . . | : with a complimentary full breakfast. n GuEST
between, you'll re xm nuruuloorp\ml
whirlpool, saung 4 UARTERS
All for the price of a single room at any STE HOTFL
S othur first-class hotel. SUITE HOTEL
TROY
- Northfield Hills Corporate Center, at the
:s . 1 $69 per night, per couple ) Crooks Road exit of 175
gggg]{(;m;,p H!LTON On y or famnly()f four. YorenCone e TRENTMENT,
S at'l *Rates subrect tchange. Friday, Satunlsy, and Sunday mshts
152700 vt ——
: u n




