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Oriental rug buying simplified

rug. chonces are good that you
are looking at orientals.
“Qrientals and oriental design
rugs account for about B0 percent of all
arca rugs sold today in the U. 8., ac-
cording to Paul Linemeyer, mer-
chandise manager for floor coverings
at Ethan Allen Inc.

Lindemeyer says that many people
find shopping for orientals extremely
confusing because of the huge number
of cxisting patterns and the wide de-
gree of price variation.

TO SIMPLIFY SOME of the confu.
sion, he offered a briel review of fac-
tors to consider when making a selec-
tion.

“First of all,” he suggested, *“sepa-
rate style and durability issues. You'll
find that most of the traditiona) for-
mal Persian and Chinese patterns and
the informal nomadic patterns arc now
being reproduced in a wide range of
prices. Consequently, you can pin
down a few styles that appeal and
then go shopping for a durable rug you
can afford.”

I F YOU ARE shopping for an area

Hand-knotted and power-loomed
orientals are now being imported into
the U. S. from a number of countries,
mc!udmg Ching, India, Pakistan, and
Japan in the Far Eaost. Belgium, Hol-
land, France, Spain and West Germa-
ny are common sources of power-
loomed rugs.

“As a general guideline, a new hand-
knotted 9-by-12 oriental might sell for
from $750 to $3.000, while a power-
loomed rug of the same size might run
from $400 to $1,000," added Lin-
demeyer.

MOST ORIENTALS are made of
wool, However, other fibers that are
used, particularly for power-loomed
rugs, include nylon, acrylic, polyester
and polypropylenc remain less expen-
sive. Since man-made fibers have been
improved, in many cases they're as
long-lived and beautiful as wool. How-
ever, with improvement has also come
increased expense. Today's branded
nylons and acrylics approach wool in
cost, although polyestern and polypro-
pylenc remain less expensive.

Provided the retailer is ethical, price
remains the best general guideline to
the quality of rug, particularly where
there is a great disparity in price.
However, since price reflects not only
the method of constuction and type of
fiber, but also the amount of fiber
used, rugs that are very close in price
may surprise you.

Rugs with more fiber in them — re-
gardless of the fiber — will last longer
and give better wear. As a result, a
handmade wool oriental may be more

pensive than a de fiber and
power-loomed rug, yet still not give as
goad service if less wool was used to
construct the rug.

Lindemeyer suggested avoiding the

bottom grade of any rug. “Il a wool rug

that is least expensive in its class is
being considered next to a nylon rug
that is most expensive in its class,
you'd probably do better to buy the
nylon rug, other factors such as design
ond coloration being equal,” he said,
SIMILARLY, SINCE hand-knotted
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