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GRAND TRAVERSE SPRING *87

Area museums offer a number of sites

By LAURIE MIHOLER
Special to the Record-Eagle

Springtime is the season to come out of
hibernation and explore the surroundings.
Local museums and historic sites provide
residents and tourists alike with an op-
portunity to dlscover the area's historical
past; what it was then that has helped to
make the present what it is now. The five-
county region presents a rich picture of
how life was lived around these parts in
the distant, and not so distant past.

It’s not a long way from the present to

.ithe past with the help of the dozens of area
museums preserving our northern Mich-
igan heritage.

During thls ycar of Michigan's 150th
birthday, the following list will get you
started on your way to becoming more
historically knowledgeable about where
yau live and visit.

Grand Traverse County
City Opera Hounse

Said to be one of the finest examples of
Victorian opera houses In the midwest, the
Opera House {s currently undergoing
phase II of its extensive restoration. Built
in 1§91 by three local businessmen, its
heyday years were from 1892-1897 when
numerous operettas, plays, grand balls,
concerts, lectures, and graduation ex-
erciscs took place there.

It is currently being enjoyed by com-
munity organizations for concerts, dances,
wedding receptions, and other public and
private meetings and gatherings.

Wednesdays through Saturdays from

“June 17 through Laber Day Tempest Pro-

ductions of Traverse City has scheduled
shows with 8 p.m. curtaln times.

"A...My Name is Allce” opens June 17,
“Evita' opens July 29, and “Jerry’s Girls”
opens Aug. 26, all three are musleals.
“Greater Tuna’” a comedy, opens July 8.
Tickets at $3 Wednesday and Thursday
and $10 Friday and Saturday are availzble
after May 1 gt the opera house, There is no
reserved seating.

‘Tours of the opera house are available.

The City Opera house is located at 106-
110 East Front St.

‘The Music House

Features automated musical in-
struments, village scene with gencral
store, saloon, muslc store and theatre.
Displays depict the history of the phon-
ograph and radio, and show a 1913 Bruder
Falr organ, a 97-key Mortier dance organ
built for Victorla Palage in Ypres, Bel-
glum, and a spectacular reproducing pi-
ano.

U.S. 31 N., Acme, Opens in May.
Traverse Bay Christmas Villoge

Large animated Christmas scene, an-
tique cars, large collection of antique
games, blacksmith shop, Vietorian house
and settings, old carriages, old church
setting with chimes and organ.

U.S. 3t N, Traverse City. Open in
summer, 10 a.m.-§ p.m. daily,

Great Lakes Area Palcontological Museum

Exhibits of extinct flsh from 380 milllon
years ago. Chirodipterus, one of three
found in the world. Exhlibits of fosstls not
found elsewhere,

391 S, Long Loke Rd. By appointment,
$43-8850.

Marlene's Doll Museum

Dolls from 1860 to present; 'china,
bisque, compasition, and celluloid. The
Amerlean Schoolboy (made in Germany),
three AM’s. Gift shop with homemade
dolls and doll accessories, doll houses.

2433 M-72 West. Opens in May.

Con Foster Musenm

History museum with exhiblts on five-
county region, maritime herltage exhihits,
and pre-historic Indian exhibit.

New this spring will be the Folk Art
Exhiblt. Opening May 19th, it features Con
Foster’s collection of folk art, some of
which is famous, including a collection of
Drain carvings.

Con Foster's annual Folkways festival
will be held May 29 through 31, with dem-
onstrations by local artists and crafts-
persons, including basket weaving, pot-
tery, leather working, toll painting, quilt-
ing, weaving and maore.

Local poets and storytellers, folk music,
singers, and folk dancing also will be fea-
tured.

The museum is located within the zoo
grounds at Clinch Park, Hours are
Tuesday 10 to 5. Beginning May 25th, hours
will be 10 to 5 dally and an admission
charge will be charged for the zoo and
museum,

Benzie County
Benzle Historlcal Museam
Damaoged by fire in Junc of 1985, the
museum will re-open it's top floor Memo-
rial Day weekend, with hours Tuesday-
Saturday 1:30 to 5 p.m.
Displays of historical maps of Benzie

County, lumbering dlsplay, small scale
sawmill, buggy, trunks, mall sled, turn-of-
the-century living quarters furnished with
antiques ond replicas, and works of his-
torian and wrlter Bruce Calton will be
housed in the newly restored building, lo-
cated on River Road, Benzonia.

Maorilime Museumn

Maritime artifacts and historical dis-
plays. The museum is located on Main St.,
Frankfort.

Antrim County
Bellaire Historical Musenm
Hlstory of the Bellaire area is {llustrated
through displays of farm tools, wooden
wares, butter ladels, a log cabin, antiques,
and a replica of an old country store. The
museum is on Bridge St., Bellaire,

Elk Raplds Historical Museum

Features photos and relics from lumber-
ing and shipping era, a replica of the old
iron works, and a spinet piano.

The museum Is located in the lower level
of the township hall, and is open Tues.-
Sat., 14 p.m.

Central Lake Carriage Cabin

A 100-year-old log cahin located in
downtown Central Lake, filled with historic
plctures and artifacts.

Alba Historlcal Society Musenm

Featuring photographs and relles of the
logging era and quilts made nearly 100
years ago, the museumn is located in a
yellow brick schoolhouse built in 1879,
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“ON THE BAY"

(616) 946-6930 )

\.

ENJOY THE CONVIENCE OF: W

® Your Room By the bay!

® Your Car at Your Doorstep

@ HBO Movies in Your Room

® A Sun Deck Overlooking
the Bay!

® And of Course, Our
Personalized Service
at Your Finger Tips!

A\

1465 U.S. 31 N.
Traverse City, Ml 49684

LAKE
CHARLEVOIX

and sunrpom, Full t wilh largo

Ono of the lew large eslales on Lake Charlevaix. 34 acres with 681 feot of prima lake
fronlage. Home is stately buill of cut stono with farge coramic file Kitchen, formal dining
room, large livlnourgom wilh a large cut stone fireplaco. Three bedrooms down with ball

1oom wilh cut sioae fireplace. Walk in

and townhouse davolopment.

coaler, utility room, bathroom with shower. L.P. gas hot water heal. Flowing woll, 24'x24"
cut stone garage al highway. Many, many extras. ldgal for execulive rotreat or for condo

123 MAIN STREET
EAST JORDAN, M1 49727
PH:; (616) 536-3301

DE KORNE

YOUR ETHAN ALLEN GALLERY
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When in Traverse City...

Make us Your Home
for Home Furnishings.

B Member [nienior Destpn Sociery

Open daily through Sat., 10 to 5:30, Mon., Wed., Fri. 'til 9
862 Sourh Garficld, one mile North of Cherryland Mall, 941-7080 - Budget Teems

GRAND RAFIDS » KALAMAZOO » BATTLE CREEK » MUSKEGON ¢ TRAVERSE CITY




