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‘Debate Ai

‘FARMINGTON
Labeling the annexation
qQuestion. a *'six-sided problem,
John Richardson, Farmington
city councilman, started off
another débate at, the Far-
mington Chamber of Com-
mierce annual dinner meeting
in the Botsford Inn.

“¥There are those in.the cily -

who favor the move and those
who are opposed,” he told the
crowd. “There are opponents
and proponents in the area to
be annexed. and the same fac-
uuns in the township.

re may be a seventh
he added — “people who
don’t give a damn.

.

HE RECALLED how it
started back in October 1969,
when a petition for joining the
city and the south end of the
lo\\nshnp drew Ssignatures

rrom both sides of the city
Tine.”

'he people )vho signed that
petmon from the southern part
of the township wanted Lo join
the City of Farmington rather
than be part of a brand new
city mth all the gruwmg
pains.”

He noted the peuple mnsl
adamantly opposed to annexa-
tion are from the North and
pooh-poohed the argument that
the city plans to grab the
wealthy tax base in the area.

*“That it's a question of land

. grabbing is just not so.” he
said. citing figures on state
equalized valuation per capita.
UHe said the present $5,100
tax base (SEV) per capita in
the city would be reduced to
§1.400 SEV per person after
annexation.

ut it will be up to $6.000 in

the rest of the. m\\nshxp he

added.

e

“RICHARDSON ;: ACCUSED
township officials of neglecting
the needs of residents. there.
“The powers that run the
township do not listen to citi-
zens.” he said. “and now these
people want to get to an area
that's concerned about them.™
el Kirth, a -seven-year
township resident who. fayors
annexation, said he and many
others have had one dream-to
be “part of a vital growing
community that serves people
and prevents the problems
sprendmg across the US. to-

dag.” .

He accused pnlmcxans of
turning annexation into a polit-
ical issue. “*Most of those
“against it have a personal in-
terest at stake.” he explained.
~Some want to govern the
township as it is. not as it will
be after annexation.

JOHN DINAN, Farmington
city manager. teamed up with

|
]
i

Rlchardsnn to presenl the
“pro” side. He cited six major
problem areas: |

#Taxes and an mcrcasod
millage rate.

® Future of government in
general.

® Potential importance of
township governmenl

@ Alleged “land gral
charges (referring to in-
creased revenue for the city
from the Industrial Park in the
south part of the township.)

® “Landlocking”’ of the
township similar to -Lathrep
Village. Southlield and West
Bloomfield.

® What incorporation would
mean. i

BOB McCONNELL, presi-
dent of the Future Farmington
Association on the qther hand.
‘disputed the npposllmn s fig-

ures.

“There’s a leal missingj' he
began. ““We're all interested in
one total commumly but not
under the city’s present plan.

**Consolidation [alled last

-year by 245 ‘o’ votes from

- He said the city premiscﬂ o
pave a total of 413 miles of
roads in five different areas at
a cost of $125,000 iper mile,
sharing the cost with the Oak-
land County Road Cammission.

~In the past 10 months, the
township has paved six miles
of roads in the southern part
and 10 miles in total for all of
Farmington Township.' Mc-
Connell said.

He lauded the township po-
lice department as “*one of the
best in the country; bar none'

+ and praised the township de-

partment for increasing its
vanks to 7 officers within the
space of a few years. The
township is allowed two mills
for operation as opposed to
lcur mills i m lhe cny

McCOhNELL took a swing
at Farmington’s City Council
which recently passed a reso-
lution to change “the city
charter to expand the City
Council from five to seven
members.

“Only the people can change
a charter,” he countered, “and
that's only been done once in
the last 25 years.”

' McConnell's debate part-
ner, Fred Fairfield, FFA vice
president, said he agreed with
Richardson’s figures on SEV.
“But the revenue per person in
the city is $43.35 from prop-
.erty tax. a sum that-will drop
to $37.40 if annexation suc-
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Foursome Lea'ds Discussion

irs Both Sldes Of Annexation

“TAXES WILL rise $3.75 per
$1.000. stale equalized valua-
tion. or 85 mllls

“One dx.\advaumgc is that
we don’t receive gas and

* weight tax refunds: they go to -

ihe county.” he said.

If we had two.cities here. he
said. their populations would
be just about equal. Right now
the city has a greater density
than the township.

interest i Ri-

chardsen r‘ndlctcd one un-
named candidate for township
(rustee who switched to a “'no™
vate on annexation when he
found he couldn’t run for office
if he lived in (he annexed area.

McConnell proposed that if
annexation should succecd, the
rest of the township_would
have to incorporate “to pro-
tect its interest and bounda-
vies.”

ON THE ‘CON’ SIDE — Fred Fairfield teamed up

with Robert McConnell.
" mington Assn

president of the Future Far-

. to oppose annexation at the annual

Farmington Chamber of Commerce dinner meeting.

{Evert photo)

*‘Besides,” he went on, “the
township may have to incur
debts if all the commercial and
industrial area in the south end
is lost lo the city.”

He called land-grab charges
“‘emotional” and warned of
rising taxes to support schools.
Fairfield said the city simply
*'needs more land™ to expand.
. Opposed to the township
form of government. Fairfield
called it “archaic” and “less
efficient than the village form
of government.”

“Our villages (Quakertown

.and Wood Creek Farms) have

.more sophisticated govern-
ments than lhe township.”™ he
said.

‘Guests, many of them pro-
fessional businessmen and
their wives. shot questions at
the four speakers after their
talks.

REFERRING to politicians

Commerce dinner meeting.

City of Farmington on Nov.

~That would mean leveling
off the degree of services, but
in three. four or five years we
would have another election in
which consolidation would
probably pass.” he told the
crowd.

All four men agreed that “a
single government could best
serve the community.”” Ri-
chardson added that consolida-*
tion will come quicker through
annexation than “‘through the
incorporation route.”

“Trainéd personnel are hard
to find but we feel we habe
them in the City of Farming-
ton.” Richardson said. “It's
just cheaper and more eco-
nomical to enlarge on an exist-
ing business than to start a
new one.”

John Dinah speculated on
the growth of the controversial
900-acre Industrial Park at 10
Mile and Grand River in the
township. He said 255 of the

area is yielding
labout $10 mxlhun per year.

DINAN ESTIMATED about
$50-75 million revenue in the
|nexl five-10 years.

Dinan said: *‘An annexation
bilt is on the governor's desk
‘right now"" that would permit
b% of the population in the
area to be annexed to pelition
Iar a vote on the decision of
the State Boundary Commis-

One week from today, we
are confident that the record
will show the move by the
City of Farmington to annex
nearly 12-square miles of
Farmington Township has been
defeated.

Why are we confident?
First. because it has become
evident that the city does not
have mueh to offer the resi-
dents of the township’s south-
ern area. Second. because it
must be increasingly clear to
the residents of the city that
they will be worse off if annex-
ation is approved.

. e

THE CITY OFFICIALS. who
have been making all kinds of
promises to the south end,
have been strangely quiet
about the benefits that annexa-
tion will bring to the residents
of the present city.

And no wonder, because it

would take all of the city’s
resources, plus new revenue
from higher taxes, to make
good on all thé promises.
The city- does talk about
building, a new civic arena,
skating rink.and municipal
swimming pool, but has admit-
ted that this couldn't be done
until some unspecified time in
the future,

With its existing tax reve-
nues, the city has done a fairly
good job of maintaining its
streets and providing other
services within the cnnl’mes of
its small area.

If annexation succeeds and
the property taxes of its new
residents are increased by
nearly $4 for each $1,000 of
evaluation to bring them up to
the City tax rate of 8.5 mills,
the City still-will have $6 less
tax revenue to spend per per-
son in the combinéd new city
than it has now.

YET WITH LESS revenue
per person, the city proposes
to provide and maintain en-
tirely new services in an area
four times as large as the pre-
sent city.

The city would find it ex-

By MAYOR WILBUR V.
BROTHERTON

In an effort to answer some of
the more pertinent questions
relating lo the annexation
proposal we have attempted to
give a candid view of what the

Voters will decide whether
the south half of the township will become part of the

3. {Evert photo)

results would be if a merger of
the southern portion of the
township and the city is ac-
complished,

These are basic questions that
have arisen from our various
discussions with the people in
 the township and we trust will
be helpful in making your
decision Nov.'3. )

If you want more answers,
call city offices at 474-5500.

Q. What is the city tax rate?

The city has the lowest city
tax rate in Oakland County,
$3.50 per thousand S.E.V.

Q. How much more will it cost
than present township taxes?

The present township tax is

sion where -the population of
the area to be annexed is over

Dinan predicted “this will
probably be the last annexa-
tion vote for a long time."”

FRITZ WENSON, manager
of the Farmington Little
League team honored at
Chamber dinner, asked al
future development of par]
the area.

Dinan Said the city plans to

build 12 parks in a five-year
ital improvement pro-

hool, Westbrook and
‘west side schools, doubling
e size of school sites, Dinan
said.

In answer to another ques-
tion, McConnell claimed the
township's separate police and
fire departments allowed for

(Following is the third in a series of articles written by
members of the Future Farmington Association urging City

greater professionalism in the
two areas. The city policemen
double as firemen, taking time "
from one service to:.accom-
plish another, McConnell said.

The township fire depart-
ment is made up of volunteers:

McConnell also warned that
police protection would be re-
duced, although the city has
promised to add an additional ,
36-40 men.

City Residents Should
Defeat Merger -- FFA

Brotherton, who is working
hard for annexallnn, took ‘no
stand on although

of Farmingtgn

and r

of the

township portion proposed for annexation to vote "NO” on

annexation Nov. 3)

tremely difficult to maintain
existing services with less
money per person, to say
nothing of having to use part
of that same money to estab-
lish new services over a larger
area,

*The only conclusions _that
can be drawn are: (1) if do-
nexation is approved, taxes for
residents of the south end will
be increas}d more than $4 per
$1,000 of evaluation and pre-
sent city residents will face a
bigher tax rate; or, (2) the
planning is being done by a
City government which does
not have sufficient experience
to cope wlth the problems of
admin!slerlng an area five
times as Inrge as the present
City.

1f the first conclusion is cor-
recl, it means that emply
promises have been made in
an effort to seduce the voters
“of the sou'.h end. We don't be-
lieve they will be willing_ to
entrust their future to'a gov-
ernment which makes prom-
ises it can't keep. If on the
other hand, these promises are
based on. inexperience and
hasty planning, there can only
be trouble ahead.

CITY OFFICLALS proudly
point to the resolution passed
by the city council on Oct. 19
which provides for an election
to amend ‘the city charter to
increase the number of couns
cilmen from five to seven and
to change residency require-
ments.

The anm is to make it possi-
ble for residents of the south
end to run for the council next
spring, assuming that annexa-
tion is suceessful. But nothing
has been said about 2 complete
Tevision of the basic charter.

This charter was adopted in -

1926 when the City became a
home rule city with a‘popula-

tion of about 1,000. It was re-
vised once, in 1951, when the
city's population was about
2,500. No revisions were made
after the cily increased its size
and population by annexations
from the township in 1956 and
1967. And yet the City now
plans to use a 44-year old
charter for a city of 30,000
people in an area five times
larger.

Why hasn't the city pro-
posed that the present charter
be reviewed by an objective
citizens’ group ‘to see if it
meets the needs of a city of
30,000 in the 1970s? Is the lack
of such a proposal further ev-
idence of insufficient thought
and hasty planning? Or is it

“simply one more indication of

the confused state of the city
council?

A year ago, two members of
the city council, John Allen
and Ralph Yoder, worked to
defeat consolidation of the en-
tire community into one city.
Their principal argument was
that the city should remain
small and improve its existing

services.
JOHN ALLEN has quite
properly remained silent on
the present annexation pro-
posal which contradicts every-
thing he said a year ago.
Yoder, however. now says
that he really didn’t have very
much to do with the defeat of
consolidation and is currently
working to make the city
larger through annexation. ~
Richard Tupper, not a coun-

- cilman but member of the city

planning commission when he
filed the annexation petition
last October, has been

strangely silent. Does he now -

have misgivings about the

wisdom of taking on the prob-

lems of a much larger city?
Last year, Mayor Wilbur

{Following is the fourth in a series of articles writ-
ten by City of Farmington officials urging voters to vote
“YES™ Nov. 2 on annexation. Today’s article is submit-
ted by Mayor Wilbur Brotherton).

$4.70 per thousand S.E.V. which
is $3.80 per thousand less, but
the city provides weekly
urlimited refuse collection and
spends $4.80 per thousand for
police and fire protection
compared to the township $2 per
thousand for police protection
and no weekly refuse collection,

which is evaluated at two mills. .

With these two basle services
you will be getting more service
in the city for the tax dif-
ferential plus you will- be
recelving these additional
services — street lighting,
parks and recreation programs

and better road maintenance. -

What™ will be the
assessment policy for the af-
fected area?

The city of Farmington is

Of Events

GOODFELLOW DRESS DRIVE

For the third y'éar Farmington Goodfellows are con-
ducting a dress drive “for Christmas dresses for
needy children in the Farmington area. Handmade or

night at 8:30 p.m. in the church social hall, 12 Mile
near Farmington Rd. No admission. Coffee served.

GOP CANDIDATES DAY

Oct. 31. The publlc is mvlled to meet national, state

purchased dresses, sizes five to 14, will be’
If you desire to sew'a dress and do not have the’
material, call Mrs. John Richardsor, 4764320 and
the material will be provided. Or if you pre[er a3
contribution will buy one little glrl adress.

CANDIDATES NIGHT
Oct. 29. The Christian Service Committee of St.

Fabian Catholic Church will sponsor a qandiqates

afid local R at the F‘armmgton
GOP headquar(ers 33335 Farmington Rd. at Grdnd
Riverfroml0 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Refreshments will he
served and the Farmington Teenuge Republicans wil
provide Halloween fun and favors for the children.

LONGACRE SCHOOL PTA g !
.Oct. 31. Longacre School PTA will present a Hallow:
een magic show, "‘Fun Time Revue," starring Eddie
Jay for Longacre pupils.

OLDE FRANKLIN 'i‘OWNE HOME OWNERS.

Nov. 2. Olde Franklin Towne Home Owners Associa-
tion 'will hold its annual meeting at 8 p.m. in Fair-
view School. Three trustees will be elected. Dr. Bur-
ton Levy, association secretary and candidate for
township trustee, will discuss the Nov.3 election.

FARMINGTON 'WOMAN'S CLUB

Nov. 4. The Farmington Woman'’s Club will meet at

.1:30 p.m. in the home of Mrs. Guy Stevens, 33165
Cloverdale, Farmington. Mrs. Gertrude Chambers
will review the book, “The Light From Many
Lamps,” by Sarah Flower Adams.

presently re-evaluating to
reduce its factor from 1.2810 1.0
and presently Farmington
‘Township is 1.0, thus there will
be no change in the assessments
of property from the township to
the city.

Q. What about the. zoning in
the aﬂecleh area?

‘The City, of Farmington will
accept the master plan_and
existing wnmg from Far-
mington Townslnp .and  will
‘make no cianges unless there is
drastic change in the character
of the area such as the con-
struction of an expressway
which may change proper land
use of adjacent property.

Q. Why is the city interested
i the affected area-and in
forming a larger community?

The city Is only 2.6 square
miles, landlocked by 33-square
mites of township area and
needs the ability to grow in an
orderly . fashlon with balanced
1and use. For a sound, vibrant
community, there is need for
industrial and commereial tax
base to reiieve the burden of
cost of education and govern-
ment from the residential

taxpayer.
Q. What recreation and park
programs would be im-

plemented by a larger city? *

The’ city could conceivably
initiale a recreation complex
including a civic arena (ice-
skating rink) and community
pool facilities in the same
centralized location to give
year-round usage.

The city plans on expanding
our park system similar to what

it was of major importance to
those who had elected him.
And Councilman Jokn Richard-
son, who a year ago was one of
the principal supporters of the
move to form the community
into one city, today is working
just as hard to split it into two
cities.

How does Councilman Fred
Siebert stand? He said he was
in favor of consolidation but
did not_work for-it and is not
now working for annexation.

WE ARE of the opinion that
the plans for the expanded city .
are just as inconsistent and
contradictory as the men who
made them.

The accusation has been
made by the city officials who
are.working for annexation
that only northern residents of
the township are working to
defeat it. We would like to
point out it is a matter of pub-
lic record that the Board of
Directors of the Future Far-
mington Association includes
two residents of the south end
and ope each from the villages
of Qnakerlnvm and Woodcreek
Fnrrns

We also point out that there
is a South End Committee
Against Annexation and that
the majority of the 5,000
bumper stickers urging a NO
vole on annexation are on cars
belonging to residents of the
south end.

‘Those working for annexa-
tion_have done their best to -
split the township into two
parts — north and south, We
feel strongly that if the area is
split in two, north and south,
there will be no chance to form
one strong community.

We, therefore, urge all those
who will vote on the annexa-
tion proposal. both in the city
and the townshxp to vote

“NO™ Nov.

City’s Mayor Answers
(Queries On Annexation

we have just completed at the:
Drake Road Park, three
watered and sodded ball
diamonds and playground
facilities, We contemplate four
new locations, William Grace
School, Westbrook Schoel,
Eight Mile-Haggerty school
site, and Halstead-Drake school
site,

Q. How long will it take to get ~

city services to the affected
area?

The city plans on providing
basle city services within a 30
to-6o-day period after the
election which would " in¢lude
weekly unlimited rubblsh
collection, the first phase of
expanding police and fire
protection, snow plowing and
road maintenance. Within a 90-
day period the city should be in
a position to have street lighting
installed.

Q. What about representation
from the affected area?

"The city council has gone on
record of placing on the ballot a
charter amendment to expand
the membership of the city
council from- five' to ' seven

‘membefs and give previous®

residency credit in the annexed -
area, This would mean that you
could run for office or serve on

-the various boards and - city

commissions,

Q: What is the city's policy on
special assessment districts for
improvements?

The_city’s policy on specml
assessment districts for capital
improvements such as sewer,
water and paving, is that it has
to be initiated by more than 50
per cent of the property owners
to be affected by the project,
The city at large contributes
approximately 20 per cent of the
cost of these improvements.
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