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Prefer Scholle In 18th District Race

Our Endo'rsem_e'ntse Go To Harris, Esch, F ord

These newspapers serve four
congressional districts. One (the
18th) (is’ Republican: one (the
15th) is Democratic: two (the 2nd
and the 19th) are generally re-
garded as swing districts, but
now held by the GOP. .

-All are'to a greater or lesser
extent suburban in character.
They are linked by having the
kinds of problems specific to the
suburbs; exploding population:
insufficient money for education; .
planning and industrial growth:
racial and income patterns: pollu-
tion; transportation: drugs.

This year’s campaign has-not
been particularly illuminating in
the degree to which candidates of
either party have faced up to

" specific discussions of the issues.

Our endnrsements, however,

reflect tife degree to which candi-

dates have either performed or
spoken out on the jssues pertinent
to the suburbs-now the smgle.
largest population. group in the
nation. Our choices have been

- determined by the men and their

stance on the issues, rather than
by their party or- their campaign
gimmicks.

NINETEENTH DISTRICT --
Incumbent Rep. Jack McDonald
is favored to defeat his Demo-
cratic challenger Fred L. Harris
next Tuesday. This newspaper is

not entirely happy over the pros- -

pect.

To be fair, it’s hard. to accuse
McDonald of being a poor repre-
sentative for his constituents in
Livonid, Farmington and Redford
Township.

4

He has becorne somewhat more
liberal in his voting record during
the past two years, has pushed
the federal government to fork
over money for district needs,

‘and has been solid behind much-

needed rules changes in the Con+
gress.

McDonald has pitched hiscam-
paign around the theme of com-
munication, citing the polls he has
taken in the district and then
enumerating the things 'he has

done to express the will of the

people.

But somehow, opposition to
crime and hostility to pollution
seems awfully generalized. What
many people hoped when Me-

-Donald was elected-that he would

become a strong voice for search-

Support Proposals A,B;
Urge ‘No’ On Proposal C

Three proposals — two of
them of some social significance
; will be on the state ballot Nov.

.o e

PROPOSAL A, which merits
voter approval, is for a $100 mil-
lion housing bond issue. Purpose
is to achieve.the construction of
50,000 houses for low and moder-
ate income. families as part of an-
overall net increase in the state's
housing “stock™ of 500,000 units.

The program would be fi-
nanced by the issuance of general
obligation bonds. The State Hous-
ing Development Authority would
then make grants to cities to un-
dertake housing construction. The
grants would be made in several
forms:

Grants to “‘write down” land
costs, which could reduce the cost
of undeveloped land; relocation
grants; assistance in such “off-
site” services as sewer and wa-
ter lines; loans and grants for
neighborhood conservation and
rehabilitation; grants to cities to
cover tax exemption losses; aid
in \establishing federal grants
omceS' and rent supplements.

It sounds complxcated and it
is, but ‘this much is certain:
Current housing construction is
failing to keep pace with new
family formations: costs are
leaping so tremendously that low
and middle ‘income families are’
being priced out of the market.
Proposal A offers some chance of-
improvemenl It deserves your
“yes” vote

PROPOSAL Bis to lower the
minimum voting age to 18. The
time is long over due for passage
of this proposal.

Age 21 as the age of maturity
can be dated back to the 11th cen-
tury, when it was felt that a man

. wasn’t physically strong enough
to bear armor until that age.

One regrettable side of this

proposal is that it-comes at-a .

time. when a'state ission is

to undertake revision of all the
laws all at once.

But the facts of life are that
persons in the 18-21 age group are
subjeet to criminal laws, they’re
subject to the draft (which few
are dodging), subject to getting
shot in a war, subject to taxes,
able to marry and bear children,
and able to campaign’ for adult
politicians.

The time has come, then, to
brush away the 900-year-old cob-
webs that prohibit them from

. vntmg Proposal B deserves your*

“yes" vote.:
v ox

PROPOSAL C is sometimes
called the ‘“‘anti-parochiaid”’ pro-
posal, which it isn’t really.
Whether you are for or against
state aid for the salaries of teach-
ers in non-public schools, that
isn't entirely the question here.

What has happened is that
the anti-parochiaid forces, in
their zeal, wrote a constitutional

amendment proposal that was too
broad-it was a meat ax instead of
a paring knife.

It appears the meat ax would
-do away with auxiliary school
services (health and nursing
services, 'speech correction, rem-
edial reading, diagnostic services
and many more); it would likely
cut into driver education, library
services and shared time ar-
rangements.

Both Gov. Milliken, a Repub~
lican who favors parochlan:l and
Sen. Levin, his Democratic oppo-
nent who opposes parochlald
agree that Proposal C is a bad
one.

Voters wuuld be well advised
to say ‘‘no” to Proposal C. If
the opponents of state aid for non-
public teachers’ salaries still
think they have a case, then they
can try a more limited proposal
two years from now or-take their
case to the courts,
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ing legislative solution to prob-
lems that hit us here in suburbia--
has not happened. Instead, he has
chosen to lie low on controversial
issues.

In such a situation, Harris has
had trouble finding a big issue.
He has attacked McDonald for
supporting Nixon’s economic poli-
cies,accused him of being against
increased aid to education, and
generally tried to-tie him to the
Nixon administration.

We find, however, in Harris--an -

attorney with a lot of ability to
search through to the heart of a
problem-the intellectual ability
to be a top-rate congressman to
represent the unique problems of
the 19th district.

Harris, in our view, is the bet- .

ter man. McDonald will probably

win. We wish xt weren 't so.

EIGHTEENTH DISTRICT --
Republican incumbent Rep. Wil-
liam S. Broomfield, who has

- spent a comfortable seven terms

in the office, has never been seri-
ously challenged This may ac-
count for some of the calm which
has settled over the district,

which includes Southfield and

Lathrup Village.

The present challenger, howev-
er, could prove to be more formi-
dable than some in the past. Au-
gust (Gus) Scholle, although
never a public office hulder hag
made his name familiar Lhrough
30 years of government-related
activity and the presidency of
the Michigan AFL-CIO.
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Time For Halt When Fun Hurts

There isn’t any time like the

" present to make an evaluation of

what is good natured fun. What
may be termed “fun” by the par-
ticipants actually is anything but
when it results in serious injury.
The case at hand happened at
Livonia Stevenson High- and Li-
vonia Churchill High last week.
The reason we are brifiging up-
the issue is because it could well

happen at any of the high schools ~

in the suburban communities
served by these newspapers.

In the high schools, there is
considerablé rivairy between the
clubs and the classes for the tro-
phies awarded for the best floats

studying all laws with.an age of

maturity--business, probate,
- criminal, -driving,drinking, every-
- thing, It would have been better

inthe h ing parade.

This rivalry often results in
one group raiding another at a
time when work is being done on
a float and often brings scuffles,
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egg throwing and sometimes a
few harder missiles.
' or o

BUT THE STEVENSON inci-

dent would lead one to believe

that perhaps it would' be better .

for the schools to drop all pre-
game activities and confine ‘the
program to the events on the
field the night of the big event.

‘Tt was a raid by some 20 to 50
students on a group putting a
float together that all but cost a
Stevenson student ‘sight” in one

The raiders jumped out of cars
and started throwing eggs at the
workers. One of the youngsters

m R rd writes

18- Year-0Olds Deserve Chance

It sounds one way when you
ask: Should 18-year-olds be ex-
tended the nghl to vote?. Should

lds be held f ially
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? Should they be al-
lowed to drink? Should students
be represented on college boards?

It sounds a little different,
however,  when you word it- this
way: Should the kids be allowed
to vote? Should kids be held fin-

» ancially responsible and allowed

to drink and serve as trustees?
The difference is the word
“kids,” and it’s what those of us
who write for a living call a
“loaded” word-it has all sorts of
implications and evokes emo-
tional responses beyond the die-
tionary definition.
I

\“KIDS” NO LONGER is a -

slang term referring to young
children. .It probably ought to be

* capitalized and used as the name

of a political -party or cult, like

turned to see who was doing the
throwing after getting an egg on
the back of his head. As he
turned, another egg hit him in the
eye,

Perhaps it was only in fun, but
the fact remains that it wasn’t a
bit funny for the youth who had
to be rushed to the hospital where
he underwent emergency treat-
ment, “and for a while doctors
weren't sure he would have sight
in the eye.

"As it turned out, he was forced
to wear bandages over both éyes
for a few days and must wear
dark glasses until the eye regains
its strength.

THE CHURCHILL incident was

““Republicans” or **Christian Sci:
entists” or something like that.

In the Ann Arbor that I knéw
in the mid-1950s, students thought
of themselves as young. engi-
neers, young nurses, young
teachers or politicians. They
identified with the economic oc-
cupation they intended to hold
after graduation.

There were many attempts
to sell students the idea of class-
consciousness, but they didn't
buy it.

Today, if I'm llstenlng to the
subtleties of young people’s con-
versation .correctly, they are
buying the notion that “‘kids” are

.a separate ‘social class. Who - are

the .downtrodden? ““The blacks,
the poor, the young.” Great
cheers in one student rally after
another. '

The "Kids -have bought’ the
idea that they are'a separate so-
cial class. It’s ot just the one or.

Broumfleld has a well- deserved
T as a good
who serves his district well,
sends out lots of newsletters,
keeps his political fences mended
— and ducksmost controversial
issues. He is solid, pleasant, and,
frankly, a little bit boring.

Scholle is quite the opposite.
Controversial, passionate, and a
fierce lover of a political fight, he
has received an undeserved bad
press during his long career.

Behind the scenes, Scholle is a
thoughtful and deeply concerned
man; in the area of conservation,
for example, he has quietly estab-
lished a record as one of the twoy
or three most effective fighters
for preservation of our natural
resources in the state.

On the issues, the differences
are the standard partisan ones.
Broomfield has swung over and
nowopposesthe war in Vietnam, -
although he ‘argues that until the
- war is finished resources ‘should
not be directed to domestic con-
cerns. Scholle has long opposed
the war, and asserts that over-

. whelming social needs dictate

renewed federal efforts against
pollutlon, crime and lack of hous-
ing.

On balance we prefer Scholle
because of his guts, but we recog-
nize that Broomfield’s middle-of-
the-road style probably reflects
accurately the preferences of his
district.
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FIFTEENTH DISTRICT --
Rep. William D. Ford, a Taylor
Democrat who has represented .
the district since-1964, should be
returned for a fourth term next
Toesday.

Ford’s district including West-
land and Garden City, is solidly
Democratic, but his record goes

. well beyond narrow partisan con-
.cerns. Known as an energetic and

imaginative member of the
House  Education .and Labor
Committee, Ford has fought for
more funds. for public schools in
his district.

He has shown a solid and con-
structive awareness of the prob--
lems of the average shopper, and
has worked for measures to give
the little guy a better break in the -’
market place.

Ford’s-Republican opponent,
Ernest- Fackler of Dearborn
Heights, has campaigned hard
xgamst heavy oidds. However, his
campaign platform lists only the

similar in that workers on a float problems of which we are all
were peppered .with eggs and aware and fails to-come up with

other things.

We think it’s hlgh ‘time that
school officials cracked down on
such incidents, that the matter be
turned over. to the police for in-

any solutions to these problems.
Like the auto company bearing
the same name, Ford has consist- '
ently come up with better ideas
for the people in his district. He

« olds and young people with us.
¢ But the Kids, as a self-conscious

vestigation and that school
boards begin thinking in terms of
eliminating the homecuming cele-
brations.

. Ifacts of this type are common
events, then the best answer is to
eliminate the cause-in these cas-
es, the caiise is the
parade which finds students gath-
ering at homes to build the floats.
It's simple—-no floats, no raids, no
incidents.

deserves re-¢lection.
I

SECOND DISTRICT-- The
Wayne County segment of this.
district includes Plymoulh and
Plymouth Township. but is really
an appendix to the bulk of the dis-
trict in and Monroe
Counties.

“ Despite this, Wayne II. as it's
called, has enjoyed during the
two-term incumbency of Republi-

. can Marvin L. Esch the kind of
representation that has matched ',
well the will of the people in this .
area.

Thoughtful, intelligent and ar-
ticulate, Eseh is a good politician
in the real sense of the term. He
has preached congressional re- .
form, comsumer protection’ and
aid to education. He has earned
respect from his colleagues far
exceeding -that generally given a
man of such limited seniority; -

two per cent who are SDS or
Panther radicals, either, who are
buying it. At least a majority are
buying it.

.

* Newsweek Magazine has called
SOME TIME AGO, one of the him “a protatype of the new
underground papers—or .perhaps ~young GOP breed.

many of them—had an article on Michael Stillwagon, Esch’s
“The Student as Nigger.” The Democratic opponent, is young
point was that in the same way. nd energellc..He hgs proclaimed -
society's institutions wex‘-fhat the  major difference be- -
stacked against the black maff tween Esch and himself is “‘our
they were also stacked against perceptions of the style and kind
the young. of leadel‘f?hlp this district ought to
The Institutions defended expect,” conceding that the
adult haircuts and parties but at- - choice of the voters is "not an
tacked the Kids' haircuts and par- €asy one, for it is difficult to
ties. Built-in bias, they say. leale“the fan"n]lalt' rlor the qe»év,'e'd
had 18-year- illwagon's style is, indeed,
We have always 4 unfamiliar to:this part of the dis- -
trict. While we urge him to re-
main active in political affairs,
history. we urge our.readers. to return .
' All in favor can say “aye” Marvin Esch to his third telm in -
on Nov. 3. The 18-year-old vote Congress. <.
proposal will be on'the ballot. - -OBSERVER NEWSPAPLRS =

social class, are somelhmg new in




