Entertainment

Ethel Simmons

edilor/644-1100

@he Eccentric Newspapers

»

Thursday, Aprll 2, 1987 O&E

23

(BWT,Ro,FI5C

Cathie

Breidenbach

Bill Kux charms
as nerdish hero

Performances of Woody Allen’s
“Play It Again, Sam” continue
through Sunday, Aprit 19, at
Meadow Brook Theatre on the
Oakland University campus in
Rochester Hills. For ticket infor-
mation, eall theboz office at 377-
3300.

The wonder of the varlously
named characters who play Woody
Allen clones Is that he can make
women fall for a whiney neurotic
with owlish eyes on a scrawny chick-
en body and make macho men al-
most sorry for a wimp who blathers
in public about his sexual insecurl-
tles,
In Meadow Brook’s funny “Play It
Again, Sam,” Bil! Kux pulls off the
tough job of playing the Woody Allen
character. He’s splendid. Maybe it's
because he's better looking than Al-
len. The chicken chest has filled out
and the peculiar charm of the Allen

urban nerd, walks out on him, his
Irlends, Dick and Linda, step in to
raise his spirits and find him some
female compantonship. Allan makes
a fool of himself with a successlon of
women.

Felix's hyperactive imagldation
provides the best comedy in “Play It
Again, Sam.” When his

It isn’t easy

Despite changes, shows go on

By Ethsl Simmons
staff writer

STABLISHING ITS FIRST
theater season at the Jew-

ish Community Center in

West Bloomfield hasn't
been easy for Nancy Gurwin Pro-
ductions.

The first show (“Funny Girl")
was a hit, the second (“The Diary
of Anne Frank") was a flop. The
third — ted from the mu-

kicks into high gear, the lighting
dims and the audience gets to see the
people in his fevered thought. |

BECAUSE WOODY Allen/Allan
Felix has a movie fetish, film char-
acters come allve and kibbltz over
his shoulder, Bogart, his ultimate
hero, coaches Allan on how to make
time with “dames.”

Robert Grossman re-creates Bo-
gart's volee and his nonchalant ma-
cho saunter. Hls fine acting brings
the essence of Bogart to life on the
Meadow Brook stage. With rever-
ence and no apologies, Allen steals

is not so p
as it Is with the pallld nebbish of Al-
len himself.

“Play It Agaln, Sam” is Woody Al-
len’s 1960s commentary on the con-
temporary matlng game. When the
wife of Allan Fellx, an intellectual

whole specches as well as the title
for “Play It Agaln, Sam” from the
movle “Casablanca;”’—~ -

Peter Hicks cleverly designed the
set with multiple hidden escapes to

Please turn to Next Page

They’ve got gusto,
doing Simon comedy

Performances of Neil Simon's
“Come Blow Your Horn pre-
sented by the Troy Players, con-
tinue at 8 p.m. Fridays-Satur-
days through April 11 at the Troy
Community Center, For ticket in-
Jformation, call 524-3484.

The Troy Players production of
“Come Blow Your Horn,” directed
by Connle Patrick, Is bright and fun-

*

ny.

yNell Simon's witty seript tells
about the coming of age of the two
sons of a waxed-frult manufacturer.
The cast of seven brings energy to
enacting Slmon's dizzy but well-
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crafted play. What the players lack
In polish is made up for by sheer gus-
to. Delight in the funny lines carrles
across the footlights.

Joe Burdick’s set design is won-
derful. Chris Locke, Dee Chalfant,
Terry Dirnberger and cveryone con-
nected with the flnal set deserve
congratulations. The door through
which all the wrong people enter at
the wrang time is located in exactly
the right place. So Is the phone, the
charcoal nude, the bar and every-
thing else,

Rich Flemlng is adroit as older

Please turn to Next Page
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sical “Anything Goes,” which was
to open In April — wlil be a famii-
lar Gurwin vehicle, the muslcal “1
Do! I Do!" for late summer.

Gurwin co-stars in the two-per-
son play, about 50 years In the lives
of a married couple,

GURWIN, a Southfield resident
who Is executlve producer of Nan-
cy Gurwln Productlons, and Donna
Zatkin, also of Southfield, who is
producer of the theater company,
talked about their upcoming plans
over lunch last week at Machus
Red Fox in Bloomfleld Township.

Besides the upcoming show at
the Jewlsh Community Center
(community theater, not dinner
theater productions) and the dinner
theater at Mama Mia's, there Is
Gurwin's one-woman show to be
considered, and the scheduling of
the next season at the JCC.

Michael Goodman, a former as-
sociate, asked Gurwin to bring her
shows to the JCC when Dr. Morton
Plotnick, the JCC's executive di-
rector, asked Goodman to help in
starting a theater season there.

‘The season opened with “Funny

Glrl,” starring Gurwin as the comi-
cal Ziegfeld Follles star Fanny
Brice.
“1t just took off, Even the Sun-
day matinees were terrific,” sald
Gurwin of the show's elght perfor-
mances.

Deciding on a change of pace,
Gurwin's group went with the
somber Broadway hit, “The Diary
of Anne Frank,” about the young
Jewish girl and her family hiding
from the Nazis in World War II.

“We had an artistic success,”
said producer Zatkin.

“But a financial disaster,” fln-
{shed Gurwln. The critics liked it,
but the public, surprisingly, stayed
away In droves,

Goodman, who also played a role
in “Anne Frank,” ended his partici-
pation with the new community
theater after this show,

ALTHOUGH Gurwin has done “1
Do! I Do!” before (as well as “Fun-
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play Agnes again in ] Dol | Dol” this time in

season.

late summer at the Jewish Community Center in West Bloom-
field, where her Nancy Gurwin Productions is offering a theater

‘We had an artistic success,’

-

— Donna Zatkin
Producer

‘It just took off. Even
the Sunday matinees
were terrific.’

— Nancy Gurwin

June. That means “[ Do! I Do!" will
have a late summer opening. Be-
cause of the Sabbath, there can be
no activity on Saturdays at the JCC
until after sundown, so the show
could start as Jate as 9:30 p.m, Zat-
kin said they're golng to check the
calendar, hoping for an earlier sun-
sct and starting time, maybe in
August.

The new season, for 1987-88, will
begln with the musical “Gypsy"” —
Gurwln will star as Mama Hose —
in October; Nell Simon's “Come
Blow Your Horn” the following
March; and “Guys and Dolls,” next

April.

Gurwin i3 trying to do more
package shows, which are easy to
transport and present at various lo-
cations, such as her one-woman
show called “Tribute to Broad-
way.”

THE ONE-WOMAN show is
golng to be given at McDonald
‘Towers, a senlor citizens resldence
in Southfield, at 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
June 13, The show at McDonald
Towers 1s open to the publie, and
there Is an admission charge. Call
354-9362 for more information.

Other performances of “Tribute
to Broadway" are scheduled for
the Danish Club in Detroit in May
and at Beth Achim in Southfield on
either Oct. 31 or Nov. 15. Of the
two dates at the synagogues,
Gurwin sald, “These are conserva-
tive, orthodox synagogues that
have not brought n this kind of en-

ny Girl"), Plotnick asked her to do
the show again. Gurwin, who start-
ed her production company 11
years ago, first appeared in “I Dot I
Do with Phil Marcus Esser of
Livonla, in 1976.

One of the difffculties In present-
ing shows at the JCC, Gurwin and
Zatkin agreed, is the schedullng,
because there are so many other
activities also being booked there.

Rehearsal time, in the Aaron
DeRoy Studlo Theatre where the
shows are presented, often is not
avallable, and actors have to pre-
pare their parts In rooms other
than those in which they will per-
form.

Sets need to be uncomplicated
because they can’t be kept in the
theater during the rehearsal perlod
and run of the show because of
competing events,

Gurwin Is thinking of doing “I
Dot I Da" at the JCC outdoors, *‘un-
der the stars,” as she did “South
Pacilic” at the Botsford Inn in the
summer of 1983.

The show will probably not open
until after she does “Fantasticks”
with the actor who is the replace-
ment for the role of El Gallo, at
Mama Mia. The same actor might
I&z"lc_onsldered to costar in “1 Do! I

“Fantasticks” bas been moved
from an opening date In May to

ter

In “Tribute to Broadway,”
Gurwin does excerpts [rom
“Mame,” “Guys and Dolls,” “Fid-
dler on the Roof” and “Anything
Goes,” for the first half of the
show.

The second half i3 a chronologi-
cal tribute to Ethel Merman.
Gurwin will sing many of the bras-
sy star’s hits and her son, Danny 14,
will play Merman’s leading men.
Also appearing is * this other ex-
traordinary singer,” Gary Lee
‘Temple of Plymouth. Ed Guest III
of Birmingham narrates.

Cable 8 of Southfield has asked
to tape the show, for showing on
the local channel, and Gurwin sald
fhe probably will agree to the tap-

ng.

Woody Allen's Romanlic Comedy

THE DETROIT CONTEMPORARY CHAMBER ENSEMBLE

= 1986-87 CONCERT SERIES
SUNDAY, APRILS -

GUILD HALL, CHRIST CHURCH CRANBROOK

00 P.M.

Now through April 19
Tonight at 8 p.m.
For tickst informetion, call

377V-”§0300
HVoadowsook Theitre

A cuttural program of Oakiand Universay

Presented in cooperation.
with

Plnoapple Shrimp,

- SHRIMPLY.
SPECTACULAR

Shrimply Delicious at Rikki's and Panachef Large Gutf Shrimp
ptepared In the most speclacular manner youvo ever tasted.
Foast on your cholco of Shrimp Castno, Mandarin Shrimp,

Shrimp Tompura, Goconut Shrimp, Kiwl Amaretto Shrimp,

and morol Al entrees only $12.95

n accompaniment 1o your maal. just 54.85.

or as al
. March 15th through April 15th at...

denactie

. SQUTHFIELD  aanoueT BIRMINGHAM
N 27777 Frankiin Ad. FACILITIES §55S. )Npodwmu
Amorican Motors Bidg. AVAILABLE 555 Building
350-8450 642.9400

Pearl’s
Garden

Serving the Finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons » Dinners  Carry Out Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin
Open 7 days a Week

Mon.-Thurs, 11 AM-10 PM « Friday 11 AM-11PM
Sat, 12- 11 PM+ Sunday 12-10 PM

L 469 S. Woodward « Birmingham

2 644-2913

[o}

=)

"YOUNG PERSONS GUIDE TO NEW MUSIC”
A special concert featuring musical demonstrations using
piano, violin, flute, clarinet and saxophone geared toward
persons from grades 3 through 12, but also for adults!

Bring your children to this informative and exciting afternoon!
Reception for the compasers i i following the p e
Tickets: $7 7adults; 50¢/children - available at the door.

5 GOOD REASONS
WHY YOU SHOULD EAT AT
TRINI & CARMENS

1. independent and famlly owned.

2. Centurles of knowledga and culture.

3, Serving this area for 25 years. We are now serving the
children and grandchildren of our earllest customers.

4. We were the first with our own style Nacho- and
copied by many.

5. We serve quality food|

TRINI & CARMENS LA FAMILIA Martinez
1715 N. Telegraph Rd. 848 Woodward Ave.
332-6851 338-8477
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