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W HEN LIVONIA’s Rich-
\ ard Sprague was a
young boy ho often

spent hours watchlng

his father whittle away at a piece
of cedar untll It finally took on the
likeness of a duck.

As a youngster Sprague dabbled
In decoy carving, mostly so he and
his dad would have a full line of
decoys handy when duck season
rolled around.

More recently Sprague began to
take his carving serlously, He be-
gan to spend more time on his proj-
ects in an attempt to make some of
:them more lifellke.
- “I used to make decoys with my
dad when 1 was a young fellow
back in the late '40s and early
'50s," said Spraguc. “About eight
years ago my wlfe suggested I try
it again, so I dld. Now I'm hooked.

“I love the outdoors and I like to
. duck hunt, I always try to make the
decorative ones look as real as pos-
sible.”
. DECOY CARVERS generally
use one of three kinds of wood:
basswood, jelutong (from a Malay-
'sian rubber tree) or tupelu (from a
Louisiana gum tree), Cedar is also
:used, especially for service, or
hunting, decoys.

Carvers spend eight to 10 hours

working on a service decoy and
anywhere from 120 to 200 hours on
:a decorative decoy,
But those long hours pay off, es-
. pecially for Sprague who has won
.numerous awards for his carvings,
 Including the Best of the Show
-Awards at Traverse City In 1985,
Potters Lake in Flint in 1985, and a
Virginta Beach show in March of
this year. .

Sprague's carvings, along with
some of the best wildlife art in the
country will be on display when 60
nationally known artists gather
Thursday through Sunday at the
Michigan Wildlife Art Festival at
Center,

MFIELD'S Heiner
Hertling {the soccer coach at West
Bloomfield High School) will also
have some of his wildlife paintings
on display at the show. He was last
year's feature artist at the Michi-

'| gan Wildlife Art Festival and 450

prints of his painting depleting a
ruffed grouse walking in the snow
were sold at the show, with the pro-
ceeds going to the Michigan Wild-
life Habitat Foundatlon.

“T've been painting wildllfe since
1981 when I started with water
fowl, But lately I've been dolng all
types of wildlife,” sald Hertling.

Duck carving reaps
awards for artisan

“I'm not a hunter but I do enjoy the
outdoors. I do a lot of researcl with
a camera. Often times I try togeta
mounted specimen to have in {ront
of me when I paint, so I can look
more closely at the details.”
Hertling, who works as a com-
merclal artlst doing automobile
ads, 1s striving to become a full-
time artist. He would like nothing
better than to spend his time doing
paintings of Midwestern art, .
“THERE IS A LOT of work done
on Western art but not too much
Midwestern art,” sald Hertling,
“There were many, many tribes of
{ndians In the Midwest along with
beautiful scenery and a lot of anl-
als.”

Highlights of the Wildli{e Art
Festival include a series of wlldlife
workshops presented by several of
the participating artlsts on Friday
and Saturday, a' decoy painting
cantest, and a silent art auction.

On Saturday, 3-8 pm., a live,
full-grown, male peregrine falcon
will be avallable for publlc view-
ng. .

All of the artwork at the Festival
will be for sale. Tax-deductible
contributions at the Festival will
be used by the Michigan Wildlife
Habitat Foundation for the restora-
tlon of wildlife habitat in Michigan.

IMPORTANT DATES

& March 31, 1988, Michigan
fishing license explres.

@& Aprll 1, certaln trout/salmon
streams open for early fishing.
(Consult the Department of Natu-
ral Resources 1987 fishing gulde
{pages 14-17) for detalls.

® April 1, walleye, sauger,
muskle and northern plke season
opens on the Great Lakes and con-
necting waters in the lower penin-
sula. Muskie {lshing on Lake St.
Clair and the Detroit Rlver doesn't
open unttl June 6.

® Aprll 1, spearing, handnet-
ting and bow f{ishing season begins
for suckers, carp, gar and bowfin
on non-trout streams south of M-46.

® April 10, Smelt-dlpping sea-
son begins north of highway M-72
on Great Lakes and all connecting
waters and ail tributaries within a
half mile of thelr mouth. (Smelt
dlpping opened March 1 south of
M-72),

@ Aprll 15, spearing, handnet-
ting and bow fishing season begins
for suckers, carp, gar and bowfin
on non-trout streams north of high-
ways M-46 and M-72.

@ April 25, regular trout season
beglns statewide,

OU star eyes NCAAs

By C.J, Rinak
staff writer

1It's yo-yo time of year for Mark
VanderMey.

The junlor swimming sensation at
Qakland University finished what
should have been his biggest collegl-
ate meet of the season March 14,
when he helped the Ploneers place
second in the NCAA Divislon II
champlonships in Long Beach, Callf,

Actually, helped may be too miid
a term to deserlbe VanderMey's con-
tributions. He won the Division II

_ title in the 100-yard breaststroke in

55.59, then placed second in both the
200 breast (2:02.31) and 200 Indlvidu-
al megley (1:50.37). His times in the
100 breast and 200 IM were OU
records. .

His times also-were good enough
to qualify him in all three events for
the NCAA Division I meet this week-
end at the University of Texas ln

peoble
in sports

Austin. Which Is why VanderMey Is
submerged in another yo-yo season.

UNDERSTAND, MOST swimmers
train for months for a single meet,
starting with long-distance workouts
and slowly tapering and resting as
they approach the event. VanderMey
had no such luxury; he tapered for
the Dlvislon II meet, returned home
and immediately started a quick
taper for the Division I meet.

“I went up in yardage a couple of
days,” explained VanderMey, “then
cut back. For me now, this is just
another big swim meet. I get up for

Nationals ice win

A wliid flnal perlod marked the
Little Caesar's-sponsered high school
all-star hockey game Sunday at Uni-
versity of Michigan-Dearborn, with
the Michigan Natlonals ouucorlgg

Amerl

hockey

the 3-2 In the
period and 5-3 for the game.

Sean Skinner supplied the Natlon-
als with the clinching goal, scorlng
into an empty net in the final min-
ute. It was the second goal of the
game for the Livonla Stevenson star.

Bill Dorough, from Livonia
Churchill, also scored a goal for the
Natlenals, and Sean Flynn of Bloom-
field Hllls Cranbrook added two as-
sists. Flynn was voted the game's
No. 1 star.

Tim Olschanskl {Livonia Franklln)

Falcons i

added an assist and Fred Calkins
{Stevenson) was In goal for the first
perlod for the Natlonals, surrender-
ing one goal. Cranbrook defenseman
Todd MacCallum alse performed.
well for the winners.

Redford Catholie Central Lee Zie-
gler scored one of the three goals for
the Amerlcans.

The Natlonals bounced back after
trailing 1-0 after onc period to take a
2-1 lead Into the tast perlod.

Continued from Page 1

Bob Curtls, a righthander and the
team's top hurler — he'll also play
third base; senlor Art tman, a
lefthander who “throws strikes";

juntor Darln Magera, a lefthander;
and junlor George Hansen, =&
righthander. !

Eastman and Magera are slated
for outfield duty when not throwing.
The Falcon catcher could be the key
player on the team: senior Dave
Mote, who batted near .300 and
possesses great defensive skills.

But quallty p! are still

lacking at Farmington. Two of the
team’s starters might be players

Men, if you're about to turn 18, it's

time to register with Selective
at any U.S. Fost Office.
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. & Michigan
Wildlife Art Festival

Catherine McClung of Dexter, Michigan will be our featured artist at the 1987 festival.,
Her original painting “Morning Splendor™ will be published as our 1hird limited editlon
show print...sold at the 1987 festival,

. _APRIL 3-5, 1987

SOUTHFIELD CIVIC CENTER SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN

Show hours:

Thursday, Aprit 2
Friday, April 3
Saturday. April
sunday, April 5 .

Admisslon charge:
00 dall

s«iioo weekend pass
$2.00 children under 12

Come 1o Michigan's most exciting and complete Wildlife Art Show
& limlted edltlon prints, carvings, nature photography,
natlonally renowned anlsis and enfoy a weekend of speclal events, Including  silent auction and decoy
painting contest which concludes Sunday at 2 p.m.

"Preview™ Sponsors Only
11 am to 10 pm
. 9amrto9pm
.i0amto6pm.

" workshop Schedule Fee —
$2 per session

& Sale...displaying over 1000 origlnal
bronzes and witdlife art gifts...all on sale. Meet

Friday

1:30 Alrbrush
3:30 DecoyCarving 3:30 DecoyCarving
6:30 Photography  6:30 Photography

For informatlon call 517-882-3630 or 313-350-1243
Michigan wildlife‘Habitat Foundation

Saturday
1:30  Watercolors

Give ahoot.
Don’t pollute.
Foresz Scrvice, USD.A. 88

it the same way I get up for the Dlvi-
slon I meet."

If VanderMey sounds tired, he
should. He dld the same thing last
summer, only he tapered for five
major meets in a slx-month stretch,
After winning the 100 breast at last
year's Division II champlonships,
VanderMey got ready for the Divl-
slon I meet, the World Trlals, the
Goodwill Games and the Long
Course Natlonals.

“The whole summer, I was taper-
Ing," he said, “I was pretty burned
out by the end."

THIS IS by no means intended as
an excuse for however VanderMey
performs this weckend. He ne:ds
none; his accomplishments stand on
thelr own merit. But this meet is dlf-
ferent, and VanderMey plans to ap-
proach it differently than a year ago.

“It's a lot dlfferent,”" he admitted
“There are world-class swimmers

everywhere. You turn arouad and
there’s another world record-holder.
But I think I am (better prepared
this year).”

VanderMey's goals are slmple:
topple the 2-minute mark in the 200
breast (hls best is 2:01.83), break 55
in the 100 breast (his best: 55.59) and
better 1:30 in the 200 IM (1:50.92 is
his fastest time).

“T'd like to make It to the top six in
both breaststrokes,” he sald. A plac-
ing like that would carn him All-
Amecrican designation.

It won't be easy. VanderMey fig.
ures he'll have to go 1:58 in the 200
breast and have to beat 55 In the 100
breast to attain those goals. Hls top
competition: USC's Steve Bentley in
the 200 breast, and Glanni Minervini
of UCLA In the 100 breast. .

But [t's an easy bet that he'il be
better prepared for this year's meet,
both mentally and physically, than
he was a year ago.
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All leaks stopped

FLAT ROOF SPECIALISTS
WORK GUARANTEED
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THREE WAYS
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ON A ROOM
ADDITION

WE SU1PLY PLANS KD
ROUGRED-IK SKILL
An onginal cuttom deaigned
addilion, roughed-in. ready for
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"'We will deliver the
quality you demand
at a price you can

CALLANYTIUE FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

647-1911

FHECHESIEM SERUICE
LICENSED-INSURED

DFORD -
25429 W. 5 MILE D)
532-2160
HOURS: MON.-WED. §-7

THURS.-FRI.9-8 -
SAT.9-6+ SUN. 12-4

JBEH SERIES

_KEEP YOUR C

» 8EE 9,0 OR BETTER
* QUIET OPERATION
* MANY DELUXE FEATURES

- FREE OUTDOOR COVER WITH ANY INSTALLATION - *49.99 VALUE
_CORALAIS BY KOHLER : WASHERLESS! |

BARGAINS

PLUMBING - HEATING - COOLING
TWO SALES & SERVICE CENTERS

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE

OOL WITH

2 Y PRIGES STARTING AT
3 Ve G AT:
Tﬂgosl}:‘%cgﬁgfﬁ‘ $1399.95 mopEL ssEHO18

-150.00 KE88 e
$1249.95
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SPECIAL
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'“,"3“3:‘,5“' WELLWORTH|_ "RIALTO
s e -, 3895 8279
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o Heg, 1100.00
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