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Connie Pendleton finda time for a full-house crowd of
women awaiting her expertise.

By Dlano Galo
staft wrlter

AKE A walk on the grounds of the
Farmington Nursing Home. Not
only is it picturesque, but it's an
example of a home with strong

communlty support.

You're bound to run into Joseph Fink,
tapplng the sidewalks with his cane.

The staff jokes that Fink is 90, thinks
he's 60 and wishes he were 30. The qulck-
witted veteran of three wars says; “Thls is
my last battle.”

He wecaves a detalled story about meet-
ing his wife through playwright Arthur
Miller’s father.

FINK SHUFFLES past a meeting hall,
where residents pack in to see soclal stud-
ies and history movies shown by Clarence-
vilte High School.

Commumnity helps

Down a hall decorarted with murals and
prints, a full-house crowd of women are
primplng in the beauty salon/barber shop.

Arts and cralts programs are being
planned in another room.

A hallway showcase pays tribute to a
resldent with a pleture and brief blogra-

Y.

Hlgh sehool graduation ceremonies hon-
or residents for a goal they waited a life-
time to earn. And Mercy High School stu-
dents liven the bullding with regular vis-
its.

MONEY IS A concern because “Medic-
aid doesn't begin to pay for the level of
care that the community expects,” admin-
istrator Ruth Farrell said.

“A nursing home ean’t survive on 10¢
percent Medicaid payments,

“Luckily we're In an area that we can
attract privale pay patients. You have to



