By Carolyn DeMarco
stalf writer

‘The purchase of Shenandoah Goll

- Course by West Bloomfield Parks

and Recreation s up in the air, But
parks and recreatlon officlals in
nelghboring communitles say a mu-
nicipal golf course i3 probably the
most profitable reereational land
buy the township could make.

“As a recreatlonal activity, there
are few that more than cover opera-
ting expenses. Golf courses do,” sald
Darrel Middlewood, director of the
department of public services for
Birmingham.

Before withdrawal from the mar-
ket by Shenandoah owners, the site
was a top priority of parks and rec-
reation, Parks also wants to buy
Grand Trunk Railroad right-of-way
and the former Howard brothers
wooded property, Money for the pur-
chases will come from a 10-year .5-
mill tax approved by voters in No-
vember, collectible beginning In De-
eember,

Blrmingham has two nine-hole
municipal courses — Lincoln Hills,
bullt by the city in 1985, and Spring-
dale, acquired in the 1920s as a golf
course. Middlewood said both are
conslstently profitable with money
from greens fees, cart rentals and
concesslons.

“Last year we returned $20,000 to
the general fund from a net gain of
almost $68,000,” Middlewood sald.

Nearly 69,800 rounds of golf were

played at the combined courses last
year, the highest in the recent past.

“Some years have been higher, but
not since the early '70s,” he added.

THE COURSES are basically for
residents only, with several hundred
businesses offered up to five
memberships each, bringlng in
$16,000, Addluunnlly. 300 limited
non-resldents pay a $225 annual fee.

Municipal golf

Greens fecs are $4.50 weckdays, $5
weekends for nine holes for mem-
bers. Guests pay $6.50 wdéekdays, $7
‘weekends.

On the down side, Mlddlewood
said, “You have to consider what 125
acres of subdivided property would
pay in taxes §f homes were built
there.”

Southfield’s golf courses are pot
looked at in terms of profitablity,
sald Bill Walenczak, parks and rec-
reatlon dlrector.

“We charge below-average fecs
and carry year-round employees
who work on other projects but are

* paid through the golf course budget.

Even so, we generally break even,
and we could make a profit.”

Walenczak sald he would not hesi-
tate recommending golf course to
parks departments. “If you run it
Iike a business it could produce reve-
nues for other department pro-
grams.”

Walenczak estimates that 70,000
rounds were played last year at the
two nine-hele courses — Evergree:
Hills, opened in 1971, and Beech
Woods opened In 1974,

Greens {ees are $5.25 per nine on

$8.50

Ry

People flock to courses

showed 62,000 starts on a nine-hole
basis at the 14-hole course. Weckday
greens fees are $6.25 for nine holes,
$9 for 18 holes for residents, Non-
residents are welcome but pay more,
Cross country skilng is offered In the
winter,

Farmington Hills' depnn.ment of
special services contracts with a golf
pro to run its nine-hole San Marino
course, The course was bought in
1978 and won't turn a profit until
1990 when the debt will be retired,
sald Eric Wurmlinger, asslstant dl-
rector of special services.

“In terms of operating costs it

- makes money, It's very profitable,”
he said. Resident greens fees are
35 75 weekdays. Non-residents pay

thlhcr other communities would

be equally successful, Wurmlinger

sald, depends on the condltion of the
course they purchase.

hen we purchased San Marino

1t needed a lot of repairs. A lot of

for resi-

money was put into it.”

dents. N
but must pay an addmonal $3. Reve-
nues come from greens fees, cart
rentals and concessions plus a $15
annual card, which allows players to
reserve a tee time.

TROY PARKS and recrcation de-
partment bought Sylvan Glen in 1970
and is still paying for It, accordlng to
parks and rec director Roger Kowal-

ski.
“It ecovers its cost. We think it
should support itself and it does, al-
though it still owes the eity money. It
pays the debt and operating costs.”
When the debt is paid off, he add-
ed, it will become a money-maker.,
Last year Sylvan Glen records
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LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

IS BACK
AT THE PLYHOUTH HILTON!

Smnamon

playing Tues. - Sat. beginning at 8:30 p.m.
14707 Northville Road PLYMO U T H
Plymouth Michigan HILTON
NORTHVILLERD. INN
atSMILE g

A system, re-
furbishing and redolng greens have
all required capltal outlay.

ALTHOUGH GLEN Oaks, an 18-

“It was estimated we could handle
a maxlmum of 41,000 rounds annual-
ly. We operate 45,000, and we're
preity much booked. There's room
{or more, absolutely, no question.”

Ralph A. Richard, manager of
Qakland County Parks and Recre
atlon, agrees,

‘The commisslon operates three
18-hole courses and one nine-hole
course in Oakland County, including
Glen Onks, Its best revenue-pro-
ducer.

“The population s there. The golf-
ers are there,” he sald. “Oakland
County is the biggest (golf course)
user place in the country.”

Last year, with 85,000 rounds of
golf, Glen Oaks was the most used of
the county's courses. The 1987 budg-
et for Glen Qaks projects revenues
of $572,500, with the greatest portion
{rom greens fees. (Weekday fces for
nine holes are $5.75 for residents.)

Other revenues come from golf
cart rentals, banquet rental and food
and the pro shop. Operating costs are
listed at $423,350 for an expected
profit of $148,950.

Glen Oaks' financial posltion was
enhanced two years ago, Richards
said, when 10 of the acres off

hole course in F Hllls, was
bought for public use by the Qakland
County Parks and Recreation De-
partment, at nearly the same time,
Wurmlinger believes as public
courses go, the area Is nowhere near
saturation.

really is.
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“Please,
‘my 1ittle
girl needs
blo o d” '

had to ask for blood

ave the fife of someane you love,
Nexl fimatha American Red Cross

asks, give blood, please.

GIVE BLOOD, PLEASE +

Is Your Child Caught
In A Failure Chain?

Your son or dnushler may need help because of weak

udy T poor or math sk
or talk too much in class, and some are even unmotivated
or lack confidence, dnphc good IQs.
Let's improve school skills while there’s still time. Qur
certified teachers help students of all ages overcome
frustration and failure. A few hours a week can help him
gain the Educational Edge and sec how much fun learning

Individual testing and tutoring in Reading,
Writing, Phonics, Spelling, Math, and SA

FARMINGTON HILLS
32841 MIDDLEBELT RD., SUITE 214

THE HUNTIINGTON LEARNING CENTER’
©

1906, Hunsmgton Lracnmg Centors, I

“We're
Spring

Quality Furniture in

Cleaning]

Your Biggest Savings on

'Il,

Noj Highway were sold to
a deve[oper for $2.3 miltion, nearly
the same price paid for the entlre
148-acre course in 1978,

IF RUN efficiently, Richard said,
a mnnlclpnl golf course can be a

, Some daydream

5|udy Skills,
rep.
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great asset for a parks and recre-
atlon depaprtment and a communi-
ty.

“It gives you a well-rounded city
with all the amenities residents
want, and you're preserving green
space. If it goes as multiple, you lose
that green space.”

Establishing a profit- mnking
eourse, however, takes time, he sald,

“It will take a couple of years,
You have to weed out whether you
want residents only or non-residents
as well. You have to look at leagues;
there has to be a good mix there, and
it takes awhile. You have to look at
what can be charged.in greens.fees,
how you're going to market it.”

inks bring ‘green’ to cities

Having a full-service facllity with
a bullding will allow for expanded
programmlng, especially for youths
and seniors, he added, as well as
space for adminlstrative functions.

‘The key to a successful program,
Rlchard said, is a capable staff and a
solid philesophy.

“Here we treat patrons as guests,
not users, We tell them this Is your
country club.

“We try to keep the flavor of a
club and people teil us it's a nice ex-
perience. They must wear shirts. We
don't allow walkers. We have high
standards. It must be working, we
don't have open times. The West
Bloomfield community will demand
that high quality.”
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BEECH LANES LEAGUE GPENINGS
FOR 1987-88 SEASON
(———— LATE SPOTS —M8M8¥
Tuesday-Wednesday & Friday-Sunday
Altor 9:30 P.M. Gratultics
33.75 Per Person  christmas & Thanksglving

BEECH LANES
and Ihe BACK ALLEY LOUNGE
2 Beach Daly, Just N. of 5 Mile
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TAX-AIDE

Free tax assistance for
senior citizens.

The American Association of
Retired Persons, in cooperation
with NBD, is offering free tax assis-
tance to anyone 60 years or older.
To take advantage of the Tax-Aide
program, simply call 963-1666
between the hours of 9-11am or
14 pm, We'll refer you to a qualified
tax advisor, who will help you file
your taxes, free of charge.
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$50 OFF uisT

1 DOOR INSTALLED

l
B

I

[
/]

—

» PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

Stock and Special Orders (oo!
Thomasville, La-Z-boy, Stanley
and many others are

i |l 30% OFF AND MORE
During our Spring Cleamng Sa[e
SEE US FOR THE PERSONALIZED SERVICE AND SAVINGS YOU DESERVE

Walker & Buzenberg

A FIRST + FACTORY PAINTING

IMPRESSION
AVAILABLE
THAT LASTS! + MANY STYLES & SIZES

Quality construction for superior performance

; Furnlture

' . Since 1933 ASK ABOUT 6719 Middlebelt « Garden City
Mon,, Thurs,, Fri. 109 N "

: ' " N, PLYM TH OUR DECORATOR

o || Tues. Wed. sar. 106 Mo M an0 ORvrers 25-7171

PREVIOUS ORDERS EXCLUDED. PRESENT AD BEFORE ORDERING.

2 BLOCKS N. OF DOWNTOWN .




