Yo& needn’t lose health care

I recelved some 1l in the
mall recently from OWL (Older
Women’s League) about the Health
Insurance Continuation Law. With
the status of women — and men —
{frequently changlng In our soclety,
this information may become Im-
mmnt to you at some point In your

e,

Most Amerlcans particlpate In the
group health coverage provided by
their employers. You and your faml-
ly members are covered as long as
the employee continues to work for
the company., .

However, if your work or family
status changes, you often lose your
group health coverage. Most group
insurance also terminates for indl-
viduals or families when there Is a
divorce, death of the employee or
the employee loses the job or retires.

PUBLIC LAW9-272, which took
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effect last July, provides help for
many indlviduals to retaln their
health care coverage when one of
these changes occurs,

M you are protected under thls
law, you will be able to continue thls
health coverage for up to'a maxi-
mum of three years depending-on
your sltuatton if you pay the prem-
mms.

While group coverage is not
cheap, the group premiums are usu-
ally conslderably less than individu.

al coverage premlums. No medical
examlnation is required. Just notify
your health plan of the change and
pay the premium (both the employee
and employer portions) plus a 2 per-
cent adminlstratlye fee.

PL 99-272 is only for health plans
beginning after July 1, 1086, and
takes effect in your specific case
when the company's next health plan
begins, whether that is June 1987 or
In some unlon-ncgotiated contracts
not for two years.

THOSE COVERED by this law in-
clode:
® Widows and dependeats — If
your insurance coverage was
through your spousc’s employer, you
can continue coverage for three
years if your spouse dles after the
group health insurance continuation
law takes effect.

@ Divorced/scparated spouscs
end depeadent children — If you
were covered under your spouse's
plan, you can continue coverage for
three years If the divorce or legal
separatlon takes place after the
group health {nsurance continuation
law takes effect. The details for this
group should be discussed with your
lawyer.

® Workers and dependents —

You can continue your group Insur-
ance coverage for a maximum of 18

‘Blues’ halt most indoors smoking

vending at

Blue Cross and Blue Shleld of Michl-
gan (BCBSM) were rolled away
Wednesday, the day before the com-
pany began its “clean alr work envi-
ronment” policy,

Vendors removed cigarette ma-
chines from its bulldings In down-
town Detroit, Southlield and South
Lyon. The company announced its
new clean-air policy in February to
8,700 employces,

“We know many smokers can't
quit ‘cold turkey,’ 30 we've purposely
allowed for a phasing-out period and
offered extra help through smoking-

programs,” BCBSM Presi-
dent Donald Puscas sald.

“BLUE CROSS and Blue Shicld of
Michigad, as a major provider of
health-care protection, has always

8

Smoking Is prohiblted In all work
areas, whether open or enclosed, and
in lobbies, hallways, elevaters, rest-
rooms, clinics, photocopy rooms,
computer rooms, audltoriums, con-

ference rooms and classrooms.

Smoking will be allowed only in
assigned areas. At downtown Detroit
headquarters, that will be a section
of the cafeteria.

en about the well-bel
of its employces,” Puscas said.
“In keeping with that concern,

‘BCBSM has committed itself to a

‘Clean Afr Work Environment’ at all
of its facilities,”

To help employees and thelr faml-
1y members stop smoking, the com-
pany is offering several smoking-
cessatlon programs. -

Alzheiz’gner’s benefit held

A benefit concert for the Al-
zheimer's Disease and Related Dis-
orders Association featuring Phil
Marcus Esser, Barbara Bredius and
Sheri Nichols will be held at 7 p.m.
Sunday at Groves High School, Bir-
mingham.

Tickets for the concert, called
“Love Song IT — A Concert from the
Heart,” are $12.50 in advance or $15
at the door. For ticket information,
call 557-8277. Groves is at 13 Mile
and Evergreen. .
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v{Save money!
-|Don’t replace it -
Areface it!

|Give
|your
|kitchen
la

total

ake a goud louk at your kitchen

cabini

We can give
beautiful Amish-huilt hardwood deors and
drawers. By using your existing cabinet
frames, we'll save you up to 50% off the cost of

they tired and worn?
hesn a facelift wilth

ent, Euro-style lami are

facelift!

also available. We provide a complete service

ncluding custom countertops and appliance
hideaways.

With Doors & Drawers, you'll receive true Amish
crafismanship, quality Installation and personal
follow-up. Your kitchen will be a showplace
with a cabinct facelift by Doors & Drawers.

Showroom hours; M-F 8:30 - 5, Sat. 9.1

M Daors £ Drcmcm, .

| catt today _
for a free =~
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~-ANN ARBOR=~ ~~ROYAL OAK—
3157 Packard Rdl. 4607 N. Woodward
.= 313/971-0800

313/549-1161 g

FOR SOME

This delightful
¢rystal bunny
from Baccarat is
the perfect Easter
treat, Just onc

of our many spring
holiday gifts to
hide in that
special person's
basket. $60.

BUNNY SPECIAL
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coverage

months after the employee quits,
takes a leave, is lafd off, fired (ex-
cept for gross misconduct) or re-
duces work hours (voluntarily or not)
after the law takes cffect for you. If
your family status changes during
this 18 months through death or di-
vorce, the spouse and dependent
chlldren can contlnue coverage for a
total of 36 months,

® Retiring workers '— The em-
ployee, spouse and any dependent
chlldren can contlnue coverage for
up to 18 months or untll Medicare
beglns after retirement. The em-
ployee's spouse may continue cover-
age for up to 36 months If the em-
ployee is eligible for Medleare but
the spouse Is not.

® Other eligible children — If
your health insurance Is through
your parent’s employer, coverage

of family status, The health plhl;
then has two weeks to notify you jo
your right to continue coverage.
Respond to the health plan no
cation with 60 days that you wish |t
continue coverage. You will thefl
have additional 45 days to bring th}
premiums up to date. i 4
This law will not help you if yop.
have already lost your health instrg’
ance before the law took effect if,
your case.

YOU ARE NOT protected undc]
the law if you:

® Work for a company with fewy
er than 20 employees.

® Are covered by a church plan,

® Are a federal employee.

For a brochure outlining the entir
law, send a self-addressed, stampe;
envelope to;‘_Older Women's leag
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can be or a of
three years if you become ineligible
because of age, marriage, student
status, ete,

Ta continue group coverage, you
must:

NOTIFY YOUR group plan within
60 days of any change in your work
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1325
Street, NW, Washiogton, D.C. 2000§.

The Consumer Mailbag ap-
swers your questions. Addrgss
mail to The Consumer Mailbag,
Concern Detroit, 1025 Shelby, Oe- -
troit, 48226.

© 43 winerics are sending theit finest
releases, including extraordinary
wines never befare tasted in Detroit.
Take advantage of this rare opportu
nity to meet the wine growers and| N
sample cheir premier selections.

« Silent Auction of 20 Magnums of

Sonoma County wine in specially de-

signed wooden cases will b held}fi

from 7:30-8:43 p.m.

Wedaoesday, April 22, 1987
7:00-10:00 p.m.
Hors d’ocuvres

*25 per person, *30 at the door
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Novi Hilton

The following loca! testaurants and-
tetailers will make a contribution 1o
the Institute of Music & Dance for:
noms County wines sold in Aptil. *
Restaurants
The Chambertin
Ceystal Swan Room - Novi Hilton
o
Darby's
Escaffier
Fairfield's
Litsle Flarry's
Pontchartrain Wine Cellars
stance Q!
Retailers
Beverage Waschouse
€ and Basket
Gibb's Worldwide Wines
Merchant i
Village Marker :
Institute of Music & Dance.

31-2870
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TRUCK BEDLINERS

A Bedliner is
NOT an
accessory—
itisa
NECESSITY!

FROM

$179.95

« 5 Year Warranty
From 35% Tint
to Limo Black

ALITS

* Guaranteed "Leakproof"
+ Conditlonal Lifetime
Warranty

Full Range of Sizes

and Glass Options

[NAD,

<SmPERFORMANCE TINT"

AUTO/VAN

» Professionally Applied

CALL FOR ESTIMATE! ¥an

0

BOWDOIN

PRODUCTS
INCORPORATED

RUNNING BOARDS
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Avallable!
. - PICK-UPS
GHIS WEEK'S SPECIAL MOST VANS AND TRUCKS
ONLY $
$174.95 74.95
hedes INSTALLED INSTALLATION AVAILABLE
QUANTUM

A NEW GENERATION

Digital display with photo electric dim-
mor. soparato audio alort for X & K
band, clty programmable alart so-
quenco, falsa signal recognition, a pro-
grammabte signal analysls.

MODEL 880

NOw %249.95

WAS *329.95

VECTOR

The MICRO EYE YECTOR incorporates
Galllum Arsenide (GaAs) Mixer diodes
tor powaertut sensitivity and preciso so-
loctivity. Signals are processed accu-
ralely and olficlontly giving you full
drlving contidonce.

5550"?66'[;16;2 PBE;\OFDRMANCE NEW
STYLI L
wasizzoes NOW $139.95

MOBILE AUTO ALARM SYSTEMS :

ALA450 Remote Controlled Auto Alarm System H

*ACINORF Teanamitier Arming and Dirarming  » 100 db Electionic Siren
+2Pre-Coded RF Transmilicra ~Thosrmal Fan Sensor Systom

REMOTE
CONTROL INSTALLED 3139.95

AL550 Full Featured Controlled Auto Alsrm System
*Minl Remote Conirol Transmulles Activation
#2 Pro-Codad RF Transmitter:

ngo
Sysiam
*Chwp AsmiDisarm Contismation

x HOU

AMERICAN VAN, iNC.
15181 Telegraph Road e Detroit, Michigan 48239 e 255-6226

RS: Morr\rdav-rilr:lc;ugfsramydau 10:00 am, - 6:00 p.m. — Thursday: 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
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