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-Mlchlgnn lawmakers are In no
rush to regulate surrogate parent
colitracts now that a New Jersey
cffurt has upheld thelr valldity in the
Baby M case.

““The Baby M case vividly polnts
m’ the need for Ieglshtlon regulnung

spid Noel P. l(eam.‘, the Dearborn at-
torney who ploncered such arrange-
ménts, ncluding Baby M's,

+“But three lcgmnlors Lyplncd three
d\mrcnl moods in Lansing last

Ky Scn, Connle Blnsleld, R-Maple
Clty, again will seek to declare sur-
rogate contracts as null and vold.
“I¥'s a nightmare,” she said.
: Sen. R. Robert Geake, R-North-
wlle, would prefer to legalize the
tracts as “a way for couples to
taye a child who Is the blologlcal
nhlld of at least the father.”
Rep. Perry Bullord, D-Ann Ar-
tor, sees “no chance of a resonable
regulatory approach” as long as “the
Senate is controlled by ultra right-
wing fanatics.” The chairman of the

House Judiclary Commlttee sees

“my role as to prevent precipitous
action.”

IN THE BABY M case, & New Jer-
sey judge ruled that a surrogate con-
tract arranged by Keane was en-
forceable and that the mother gave

up atl her rights to the child.

William and Ellzabeth Stern con-
tracted with Mary Beth Whitehcad
to bear a child through artificlal in-
semination by Wlllam's sperm.
Whitehead sought to keep the baby.
The Sterns won custody of the girl
they named Melissa,

“This is the best result we could
have hoped for,” sald Keane, whose
statement was {ssued through a De-
troit public relations agency.

“Although the ruling Is not bindlng

Sign language
eredit bill OK’d

'AP — Only 10 non-deaf high
sehool students in Michigan study
sign language for credit, but Sen.
Jhtnes Barcta hopes a bill passed by
tie state House will convince more
students to enroll.

Z“The bill was pralsed by educators
4T Madonna College in Livonla and
Lahser High in Bloomfield Hills.
«Barcia’s bill, approved 96-0 last
Week by the House. would allow high
dthools to glve academic credit for a
forelgn language to students who
learn to sign.

+ The measure, approved earlier by
the Senate, goes back to the upper
chamber for final approval.

‘

!_EDUCATORS FOR the hearing
mpaired say - the ieglslation Is_a
tollestone in giving slgn language ts
¢ue to be taught alongside French,
German and Spanish.

" “The thing l'm most exclted about
is that people, at least our govern-
mient, are recognizing, ‘Hey, we have
this minority group with its own lan-
guage and culture that really hasn't
been recognlzed,” said Kenneth
Rust, the son of deaf parents and
chairman of the sign language de-
partment at Madonna College in
Livonia.

* So far the 10 high school students
at Lahser High School in Bloomfleld
Hills are the only ones in the state
enrolled in formal sign-language
classes for non-deaf students, sald
state Education and Labor Depart-
ment officials.

. Paul Schimmick, the students’
teacher, said interest in the high
school's program peaked at 75 stu-
dents in the early 1980s, before
offerings were curtalled during a
budget crunch.

- LAHSER OFFERS three one-
credit courses on the subject and
N . .

hopes to rebuild interest to its previ-
ous level.

“It scems to have generated some
Interest,” Schimmick said.

Schimmick sald slgn language not
only helps improve relations be-
tween hearing and deaf students but
opens up a new channel for people
who want to share ldeas without
talking. He gave the example of two
students signing to each other across
the classroom without interrupting
their teacher's lecture.

At Lahser, where 45 hearlng-im-
paired students use sign Janguage in-
terpreters while attending regular
classes, signing has become gener-
ally accepted by hearing students,
Schimmick sald.

- The Immediate hurdle for other -

districts trying to copy Bloomfield
Hillg’ program Is finding instructors,
‘who are In short supply, he sald,

“It could go far as long as there
aredpecplc to teach it,” Schimmick
sald.

MICHIGAN'S SCHOOL code al-
Jows school districts to glve credit
for the course now, but doesn't spe-
clfically acknowledge sign language
as the academlc equivalent of a for-
elgn language.

Under an amendment added in the
House, any student who showed a
proficlency in sign language would
be able to seek academlc credit, re-
gardless of whether they took a
school course {n the subject.

Barcia has said the real focus of
his bill is to encourage school dis-
tricts to hire qualified sign language
teachers and expand interaction be-
tween the deaf and the hearing.

The result, supporters say, would
make school a friendlier place for
Michigan’s 5,200 school-age children
wlth hearing impalrments.

Divorce, family
workshops to start

. A new serfes of workshops on di-
vorce and family counseling will
start Monday under sponsorship of
the Oakland County Circult Court.
+ Sesslons will run 7-9 p.m, Mondays
‘through May 11 except for one Tues-
day session on April 21
: Free and open to the public, they
‘will take place in Flrst United Meth-
odist church, 1589 W. Maple, Bir-
mingham.

Dates, toplcs and speakers will be:
* @ Aprll 13 — “How Dlvorce Ai-
fects Children,” James Kors, psy-
chologist and child therapist, and
‘Circuit Judge Francis X, O'Brien.
. ® April 21 (Tuesday) — “Social,
‘Emotlonal and Sexual Adjustment to
‘Divorce,” psychologist Michael Wil-

fett and Circuit Judge Fred M.
Mester.

@ Aprll 27 — “Child Custody and
the Step Parent Issue,” Rlchard Vie-
tor, legal advlsor to the Step Family
Assoclation, and Judge Robert C. An-
derson,

& May 4 — “Legal-Flnancial As-
pects of Divorce,” attorney Sandor
Gelman and Judge Jessica R. Coo-
per.

® May 11 — “Friend of the Court
Functlons,” court personnet and
court administrator Joan E. Young.

For additlona) information on any
of the warkshops, call the Friend of
the Court office at 858-0344 in Ponti-
ac.

Builders are short

of land — Dickstein

- By the end of the year, prospective
Home buyers may find there are no
Jeveloped lots avallable,

-~ Dennis Dickstein, president of the
‘Bullders Association of Southeastern
‘Blichigan, said 13,000 developed lots,
ot lots in the process of being ap-
proved, are avallable — enough to
Jast only nine months.

Z-Dicksteln hlamed the state De-

;mrlmcnt of Natural Resources. De-

\.clnpcn submit “plats” or site plans,

to the DNR for approval before they
begln building, but DNR lacks man-
power to process them expeditious-
1y.

Dicksteln sald there also needs to
be more realistlc zoning of property
in southcastern Michigan to deal
with the coming shortage of building
sltes in this area of the state.

Dickstein s president of Ralph
Manucl Realtors, Birmingham.
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regulate, ignore?

‘Public policy should
assure the child of a
stable home and
guarantee the
enforceability of the
contract.’

— Sen, Robert Geake

outside the state of New Jersey, It
does set a precedent that will be
cited In any future cases, It gives an
Infertile couple greater assurance
that surrogate parenting agreements
will be recognlzed and enforced,”
sald Keane, who has handled more
than 150 such agreements.

JRONICALLY, Sen. Binsfeld, a
conservative Republican, and liberal
feminists are on much the same
ground when they condemn such
contracts,

“If we were to legalize such con-
tracts, I see a continuation of the
problems,” Binsfeld sald in an inter-
view, She concentrated on the emo-
tional trauma of people Invoived In
such cases:

® "“The child would be a commod-
ity. They would grow to realize they

were sold. That's reprehensible.”
® “Think of the slblings, who
would see the woman pregnant and
have to be told what happened.
‘We've had children testily they want.
to see their brother or sister.”” (In the
Baby M case, the Whiteheads had
two chiidren of their own.)
® “We've had testi-

have forced thelr
wlvcs into sltuations with bad end-
Ings.”

Binsfeld blamed state government
for reducing the supply of adoptable
bables by 1) funding Medlcatd abor-
tlons, 2) failing to counsel single
mothers on the avallability of adop-
tlon and 3) setting up young mothers
in thelr own apartments through
welfnrc payments.

3 the Senate passed a
Blns!cld blll, but it dled In House
commlttee.

GEAKE, A child psychologist, sald
the state should legalize surrogate
contracts. “Public policy should as-
sure the chlld of a stable home and

of the

BULLARD RECALLED that a.
regulatory biil sponsored by Rep..
Richard Fitzpatrick, D-Battle Creek,

was reported out of hls House Judici-

ary Committee several years ago,.

but was sent back to committee and
thus killed.

He predicted a regulatory bill will
be lntroduccd *“by somebody. No, not

me.” He characterized the Re-.

publlmn-held Senate as “ultra right-
wing fanatics. These folks are there

until 1990, and apportionment I:‘

there until 1094.”

He doubted a regulatory bill could
be adopted, later adding, “It's not a
hot current Issue for us.”

Bullard's own view: “I personally
am not In favor of prohbiting surro-
gate parenting, umugh soclety may

contract,” he suld

Geake would not require psycho-
logical testing of the surrogate
mother or parents. “There should be
no more state regulation of this than
of parents who conceive children
naturally,”he safd,

“Emotional stability is a transtent
thing. There is no guarantee that one
who is stable now will be stable lat-
er, And a person under stress now
may recover later.”

Nor would he limit payments to
mother, as some have

iy thal kncwludge of such cases
makes a child insecure, The child
wonders, 'If I'm not good, will mom
and dad sell me?’

» In a sensational Michigan case,
a surrogate mother bore a child with
a birth defect. The sperm donor, who
by the time of the birth was going
through a dlvorce, was able to prove
the child wasn't his and “got off the
hook.”

® There is
grandparents.”

“anguish for the

suggwled Standard fee to a surro-
gate mother is about $10,000.

“Unfortunately, under our welfare
laws, unwed motbers are encour-
aged to keep their children,” he said,
echoing Binsfeld.

“State government could adopt a
polley of encouraglng children to be
adopted. Our social workers are, at
best, neutral (on advising adoptlon).
Three 1s a natural tendency for a
woman to keep it, and we subsidize
keeplng It through ADC (welfare).’§

:

we want to
prohibitit, '~

“There is an archalc need for
males for genetic replication. But
there are plenty of children all over
the world ready for adoption.

“Some fernlnists groups are saying
it is intrinsically an exploitation of
lower-income women."

Asked if he wanted to limit fees
pald to women, Bullard hesitated —
then said no.

DON MERENGERE, a Bloom-
fleld- Hllls man Involved with an
adoptlon group, said that if adoption
became more common, “Noel Keane
would be down to tens and twenties
instead of hundreds of clients.

“The losers were Mary Beth
Whitehead, the Sterns and Baby M.
The winner was Noel Keane, who is
marketing his services. They know
where to find him.

“Whitehead has had her face
plastered all over the country, The
Sterns didn't get what they wanted
— anonymity for their child.”
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