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In the red

Money woes plaguing center

less flnances improve, the center
could revert — according to the fa-
cilllys deed — to the Farmington
Library. The llbrary is
ﬁnanccd by the clties of Farmington
and Farmington Hills,

That’s a move that neither the
center’'s board of directors nor
Farmington Hills officlals appear to
want for the 8,400-square-foot his-
toric facility at 24705 Farmington
Road, between 10 and 11 Mile.

“We would look to work out the
problems and aid the community
One thing that is certain Is that un- ~ center, but it would be a real burden

for us to take on as a financial com-
mitment,” said Farmlngton Hllls
clty manager Willlam Costlck, “It
would be hard with our charter limit
{maximum 10 mills).”

The center's board of directors is
expected to document the money
problems and possible solutions for

» ™ the flnancially ailing center before a
joint meeting of the Farmington and
W I r e Ce I Ve rnrmlnglun Hills city councll meet-
ng.
THE JOINT meeting has been
| ff notices

called to discuss proposed 1987-88
By Casoy Hana

budgets for agencies, such as the li-
brary and 47th District Court, that
are financed by both clties. Dlscus-
sion 1s scheduled for 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, April 22, in councli chambers at
the Fanﬁlnz(on Hills City Hall,
31555 11 Mlle.
slaff writer sﬁ'.‘.?f'l ended last i:::n ﬁﬁ.f,’f'"“ to “It (the center) has had financial
will “It's a complicated picture,” said problems for quite some time"”
wl!h Riverview, a downriver In what has become an annual FEA presideat Tom Chrzanowski, Grant said. “Costs are going up and
clty of 15,000 and 4.4 square - -- event for Farmington ~Public “and an unpleasant situation. Byt contributlons are going down. Thcw
miles, The pairing was at Schools, pink slips will be sent 10 12 we've been through some much 378 host of reasons why that 1s.
Rlxcfvlewsrequ&t. teachers, advising them thelr scf-  more terrible times. Our hope is ob- Speclfically, the center Is about
1t's always nice to sit down vices may not be needed during the  viously that there will cventually be  $18,000 in debt. With a $300,000 1987
with another mayor and dlscuss 1987-88 school year, no layoffs.” budget, two-thirds of the revenue
some of the problems you Most are certitied in sccondary . comes from corporate and individu-
have," sald Riverview Mayor cducatlon; one middle school teacher al contributions and fees charged for
Peter Rotteveel, a 12-ycar on the list also holds etementary cer- classes and actlvities. Rentals are
veteran, “It's also nice to share titication. expected to bring In $42,000.
ideas.” School adminlstrators and the The center does not receive any
Riverview docsn't have a Farmington Education Assoclation money from Farmington, Farming-
downtown, but it owns and president volced hope that all would ton Hills or the state.
operates a golf course and a be recalled quickly.
sanltary landfill. It also “This has certainly been done with
operates a skiblltonpartof the | deep regret,” sald assistant superin-
landfill site, tendent  for personnel Lawrence
By the end of the year, it Freedman, “Certainly the intent is to
plans to sell power produced by recall the teachers as soon as possi-
methane gas at the landfill to ble. We realize the trauma in-
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By Joanne Mallazewski
‘We would look to work ~ Staff writer
out the problem and
aid the community
center, but it would be
a real burden for us to
take on as a financial
commitment.’

— William Costick

Hills city manager

The 19-y 1d F Com-
munlty Center is in the red. And no
one Is quite sure what to do abaut it.

“1 think the center is at a critlcal
crossroad. Somethlng has to be done.
I don't feel the community center
can contlnue with the present finan-
clal condition. We are actually In the
red,” said Jonathan Grant, a center
director who serves on the flnancial
development committee.

‘The stained glass windows spar-
kle inside Our Lady of Sorrows
Catholic Church, even on gloomy
days, telling the story of the Joys of

ur Lady on one side and the Sor-
rows of Qur Lady on the other.

‘The pleture story in stained glass
stems from the Middle Ages when
most of the population was unable
to read.

“In the churches of Europe,
many windows read exactly like a
catechism book and, no doubt,
many were used to teach the cate-
chism,” sald the Rev. Kean Cronln
. of the Farmington church. “For
any one visiting here who wanted
to ponder, reading from the outside
walls and moving chrenologically,
the entire story Is told, It would not
be difficult to find the message.”

The stained glass windows are
the work of Gabriel Loire, who ere-
ated them in Chartes, France,
known as"the cathedral city.”

Lolre paid an unexpected visit to
{ Our Lady of Sorrows Catholle
Church a few months ago to see the

windows In place.

{ "It was the first time he had ever
seen the windows since they were
put In the bullding in March 1961,”
Cronln sald. “I'm sure that was a
treat for him. It was certalnly a
treat for me to meet him.”

Easter Is a Joyous holy day, cele-
bratlng the resurrection of the
Christ from his tomb, after his
death and burial.

“But the mysteries of Qur Lady’s
life — concerning Christ’s death,
entombment, resurrectlon and as-
censlon — are all taken as a whole,
both the joys and the sorrows. And
Hls ascension Into keaven didn’t
cur until 40 days after Easte
Cronin said, ¥

The Easter ritual remains con- j!
stant. Only the sermon may change :
from year to year. 1

“The homlly is one only of many
parts of the liturgy of Easter. The
seripture is so rich there fs much
more than one message,” Cronin
; % The stained glass window de- sald.

If you have a news item, fca-
ture story idea or an action pic-
ture with @ Farmington area
connection, send a note {o our
downtown office at 33203 Grand
River, Farmington 48024.

WAPPING hot scats
for a day.
No, it won't be a
change in lcadershlp.
Both Farmington and

TFarmington Hils wlll have new
mayors In May — but cnly for a
day. Both cities will take part
in Mayor Exchange Day as part
of Michigan Week festivities
May 17-23,

Farmington Hills will
exchange with Portage, 2
growlng city of 40,000 near
Kalamazoo. “We're looking
forward to it," said Karen
Birkholz, assistant to
Farmington Hills Clty Manager
William Costick. “It's
experienclng road problcms
and developing a park system,
just like us. We're hoplng to get
a ot of good ideas and good
contacts.”
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AS A first-year teacher in 1972,
Chrzanowski was “pink slipped.”

“I know what I felt like — you re-
member what it was like."

Although he remains concerned
that 12 FEA members will recelve
notices, he said the sltuation is better
than the late 1970s and early 19805
— when up to 120 teachers appeared
on the list due to declining enroll-
ments plus a shift of sixth graders
from clementary to middle school,

W isais miss1 1@
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Because revenues often lag behind
bills coming in, the community cen-
ter draws money against a banking
line of credit. When revenue comes
in, the draw is repaid.

“We are already in a position of
drawing on our llne of credit before

RANDY BORST/staif photographer

Detroit Edlson as part of a 35- volved.” At that time, sccondary teachers we can pay it off” Grant sald.
year contract. Th:lnyoﬂs were approved unanl-  Were more In demand, and many el-  “There has been a pattern sct in the q picting Christ’s resurrection, Cho“rhu—dy of Sl?rrows g“‘“‘."“c K
mously by the school board April 7. ementary teachers faced lengthy last two years where we are drawlng || Celebrated this year April 19, Shl“m ‘":l w""m‘;v be ““l@" !
Board president Helen Prutow was layoffs — some went back to sehool against the credlt before we can pay | is one of seven that tell of the b “‘"“565"’39 an e : thh';‘
SHE’S hospitable. absent. 10 get secondary certlfication, it off.” i joys of the Virgin Mary in Qur brates 69 years as a parish {his

}
! year on Scpt. 15, the feast day of .1
,Lady of Sorrows Catholic §. Virgin Ma

Church in Farmington, a
_

Diane Risko, manager of the
Roman Terrace in Farmington
Hills, was one of 15 flnalirts in
the Michigan Restaurant
Assoclation’s Michigan and
Great Lakes Foodservice Show
Most Hospltable Person
Contest.

‘The show was held March 29
at Cobo Hall. The flfth annual
contest Is co-hosted by AAA’s

Living”

Risko has worked in the food
service industry for 15 years,
the past seven at the Roman
Terrace.

The center also has what is called
the Angell Foundation. The fund has

Today, the district faces a need at
y level, according to

Please turn to Page 4

Eight teachers who received pink
slips for the 1985-86 school year the
were all calied back to work before

Please turn to Page 4 ST T —

A sense of civic pride spurs him on

By Chris Rizk 3.year-old youngster,” he said.
statf wlter “When you're that young, everyone
thinks you're so cute, and they tell
you they don’t want you getting any
older. They say you can't grow any-
more. It's the same with this city.

“People will tell you Farmington
is fine the way it is. Sure It is, but
you can't stop it from growlng —
and you shouldn't, We should recog-
nize that and all try to make i better
for the future.”

It’s that upbringing that brought
him to his position as a prominent
Farmington businessman. The phi-
losophy that he adopted as a youth
allows him the freedom to prosper
white still carrying with him respect
for his past.

And respect is what Sundquist

touts well, perhaps better than his
success as owner and director of
Heceney-Sundquist Funeral Home in
Farmington.

“I don't cherish anything,” he sald
during a tour of his home and busi-
ness. “What T have, I want others to
enjoy. When you're raised on a farm,
you learn to appreciate, but not
cherish, the things that you have.”

Sundquist's goal, aside from com-
pleting several refurbishing projects

Walt Sundquist is no politician. He
says he's no civic leader cither. What
he will admit to being is a poor farm
boy who learned the value of a limit-
ed upbringing early In life.

people

IT’S proclamatlon time.
Farmlngton City Council
approved four proclamations

Tast week,
April 1118 was proclaimed

National Community around his house, includes revitaliz- Sundquist plays an actlve role in
velopment Week, Aprll 15to ing Farmington. a chore he sald  sprucing up the city's image. From
D{%y 15 Keep Farmington would be better served If more resi- revamping his business front and

Beautiful Month, April 18-25 dents would take up the same cause.  restoring an old farmhouse — for
Arbor Week, April 23 Arbor

Day and April 19-25 National

“THIS CITY is like a youngster, a Please turn to Page 2

Consumers Week,
. M
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