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Juvenile er

By Bob Sklar
stafl writer

alcohol and illicit drugs, and from
the tragic vlctil f juveniles

Parental Irresponsibility and
breakup of the family are two major
contrlbutors to juvenile crime, says
the Farmington Hills Police Depart-
ment Juventle Sectian supervisor,

“A lot of the juvenlle crime we sec
is because of the decay [n the family
unit,” Sgt. Charles Nebus sald.

You can strlve to prevent juvenlte
crime, “but you must the

by perpetrators of physical and sex-
ual ahuse, that our prevention ef-
forts have been largely Inadequate,”
the committee chairman told sena-
tors,

Among the committee’s sugges-
tions Is creatlon of an umbrella
agency (o coordinate government
programs almed at helping young
people.

]

limitations on how much you can
prevent,” he said.

Nebus' remarks came [n the wake
of a special Senate- nppoinlcd panel
that spent four months

'y of ser-
vices and jurlsdlctional confllcts
must be elimlnated and a clear sys-
tem of checks, balances and accoun-
tabillty musl be established and

Ju-
venile erime. The panel decided pre-
vention is the best cure.

The Juvenile Justice Advisory
Committee, appointed last fall by
the Senate Corrections Committee,
decided government should do more
fo prevent young people from turn-
ing to crime, particularly by keeping
them away from drugs and alcohol.

“WE MUST begin to deal with the
prevention,” sald Robert Lemicux of
Kalamazeo April 1 in presenting the
commitiee’s 26 recommendations,

“It is clear from the high level of
juvenile involyement with the use of
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's report
said.

An umbrella office for children’s
services “offers an effective answer
to the confusion, conflict, competi-
tion for funds, duplication of ser-

i ‘Alot ol[uvanl!o c Im :
coasn’t have
boundaries. Tha

A has more meney

avallable to creat®,
uniformity of

{ approach.’ |

the Ittee said.

vices and lack of that
hamstrings our present system,” the
repart satd.

Such an agency should have the
authority to oversee services to chil-
dren now provided by the Office of
Substance Abusc Services; the de-
partments of soclal serviees, educa-
tion, health, mental health, correc-
tions; and the probate court system,

NEBUS ISN'T opposed to such an
Intergovernmentat agency. “A lot of
Jjuvenlle crime doesn’t have bounda-
ries,”" he sald. “The state has more
money available to create a unifor-
mity of approach.”

The state also could test programs
that communities could later adapt,
he added.

— Sgl. Charles Neblus.
Hllls Juvenile section:

But Nebus doesn’t want to glve up
local control.

“Each community has its own set
of needs to meet and problems to at-
tack,” he sald. “Juvenile problems in
Detroit are generally dlfferent than
those in a rural community.”

He cited drug abuse, aleohol abuse
and sexual abuse as among the few
common problems.

The commlttee said it tearned ju-
venile erime is “essentlally insepar-
able” from the problems o: underage
drinklng, drug abuse, child abuse,
sexual abuse and ts

ime sprouts from family decay

® A ban on billboards advertlsing
tobacco products or alcoholic bever- -

ages. *

L) Rcstrictlng radio and lelevlslon
{3 advertislng al

recommendations tried to address
all those toples. Among the recom-
mendations:

e Legisiation bannlng !elephonc
dlal-a-porn service.

# Beefed-up obscenity laws.

® Local ordinances banning the
sale of drug paraphernalia.

® More money for services for
children who have run away from
home.

® Work camps for juveniles who
commit erlmes,

® Elimination of contractual
“bumping” privileges “that present-
ly allow unqualifled and-or unin-
terested workers to assume posltlons
in the fuvenile justice system.”

® Public school programs on re-
sisting alcohol and drugs,

@ Drug screening in pre-employ-
ment physicals for all school em-
ployees and others who work with
children, plus random drug testing of
all school employees.

buvvrngcs to between 9 pm. and 5, |
am.

NEBUS SUGGESTS mandatory
public school programs detalllng ,
why young people should resist the
lure of alcohol and drugs. He'd like
to see such programs made part of
the regular cui«-ulum in both mld.
dleschovl and | - school. ,

“Alcohol and drugs are big con.

tributors to both adult and juvenile . .

crime, At Jeast 75 percent of the peo- ,
ple we take into custody are sub-
stance abusers or under the influ.
ence of some substance at the time
of thelr arrest,” he sald.

Nebus also likes the idea of work
camps.

“One of the best methods o, pre---
ventlon is to have a deterrent,” he
sald, “A work camp s certainly the
kind of penalty that could act'as a |
deterrent,”

Associated Press contribute:
this report.

Poor farm boy carries a respect for the past

Continued from Page 1

‘I don’t cherigh

anything. What I have, |

want others to enjoy.’
— Walt Sundquist

which he recelved a Michigan beau-
tification award that prompted hls
entry into the Michigan Beautlfica-
tion Hall of Fame — to plnpointing
problem areas in the neighborhood
and encouraging friends to decorate
thelr yards with flowers, he is con-
stantly looking for a reason to im-
prove,

Last year, he and other local busi-
nessmen planted 2,000 flats of flo-
wers in an effort to landscape the
l\:asonln Temple lawn at the corner

nol
advertisor's arder,

Road and Grand Riv-
er. The corner now stands as onc of
the more attractive spots in the clty.

ORCHARD MALL EVERGREEN PLAZA
Orchard l.l. Rd N of Maple 12 Mlgv.-s ; :P‘:svﬁrgrnn
wm mmmueld Soutnfield SHOES

At the Veteran's’ Memorlal on
Grand Rlver, just wést of Farming-
ton Road, new sod, trees and flowers
were plantcd at Sundquist's urging.

HIS INTEREST in beautlfying the
area was furthered by his once-ac-
[}

buck and walk out those same doors
in the evening, having made a few
dollars and never look around them
or sce their stores after they leave
for the evening.”

True success, he sald, lies not In
how much money you make dolng

ve
Beauttfication Committce. He con-
centrates now on the Farmington/
Farmington Hills Chamber of Com-
merce, where he hoj to take a
more active role in shaplng the clty’s
future.

“We've got to get people who own
stores to pay attentlon to the way
they present thelr businesses to the
commualty,” he said. “There are too
many business owners who walk
through thelr front doors In the
morning with the {dea of making a
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but how much concern
goes into your efforts.

“A friend once told me that if |t

was uppermost In my mind to make
a buck, forget it, I'd never be a sue-
coss,”
Sundquist's success can be mea-
sured in terms of his compassion for
his work. As a funeral director, he is
in daily contact with people who look
to him for comfort and peaceful re-
solutions to thelr losses.

The funeral home represents
Sundquist’s solution. People who se-
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lect his home are treated to room af-
ter room of antiques dlsplayed so
that the objects and furniture can be
touched and handled.

IT'S SUNDQUIST’S way of com-
pensating them for some of the loss
they feel.

“It's a diversion,” he sald. “You
have a woman who's lost her hus-
band, who is tired and upset. She
gets tlrcd of telling everyone about
his death and offering explanation
after explanation, But she'll sudden-
1y up and say, ‘Hey, come look at this
room in the basement.’”

Sundquist conducts preliminary
discusslons with clients in the base-
ment rooms, where the warm light-
Ing and rustic furniture are designed
to put the bereaved at case. "

Older folks, he said, appreciate the

famillarity associated with antiqu
{ceboxes, gramophones and a hard.
wood furniture.

“It brings back a lot of memories

for them, and it helps at times when *
they are experlencing a loss,” Sund- -

quist sald,

Sundqulst sald he is constantly -°

looking at and analyzing different

settings and landscapes, whether at'.”

a frlend's home or walking through-

the husiness district in town. His gift -

for design and his love of woodwork-

ing come naturally and with no for-

mal training.

As he put it: “It’s a detrlment at

tmes. There are times when I just -

want to relax, but I can't help myself
from imagining how something :

would look here or how I could im- ~

prove the looks of something.”
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