Horror and humor Duv@g i ‘Evil

Slnce films as soctal and cultural
products reflect the society that pro-
duces them, we might ask, “What
docs “Evll Dead 2 — Dead by Dawn"
(R} tell us about contemporary
American  values?” One answer:
“Graphlc violence is fun — and fun-

Cermlnly there’s no complaint
about ghost stories, and that's what
“Evil Dead 2" is. as Ash (Bruce
Campbell) and his girl, Annie (Sarah
Berry), head out to a cabin in the
woods for a weekend tryst.

But the place Is possesscd, and Ash
struggles to cleanse the woods of
dark evll and escape. Several other
{folks wander through — Jake {Dan
Hicks), Bobby Joe (Kassie Wesley),
Linda {Denise Bixler) and Ed (Rich-
ard Domeler). Naturally they serve
as grist for the evil one’s gore mlil.
In the end, Ash, as you might well
imagine, beats the ghost and escapes
in a ncat twlst.

You'll never guess where he winds
up. That's one of the fllm’s nice
touches. “Evil Dead 2" s tongue-in-
cheek enough to mitigate the horror
of the story, although I wouldn't rec-
ommend it for younger toens or sen-
sitive adults, In spite of its humor, it
Is appropriately rated “R."

There are lots of technically well-
done spectal effects and lots of
laughs, but the film remalns a ner-
vous horror fllek.

“Evil Dead 2" Is the work of a
aumber of local feflows. Director
Sam Raiml, Producer Robert G. Ta-
pert and co-producer/star, Bruce
Campbell, are principals in Fern-
dale’s Renaissanee Pictures. Ralmi’s
younger hrother, Theodore, has a
major supportlng role.

Sarah Berry (left), Dan Hicks, Bruce Campbell and Kassie
Wesley are in the cast of “Evil Dead I,” sequel to the cult
classic. Campbell is one of the team including Sam Raimi and
Robert Tapert — all graduates of Birmingham's Groves High
School — who worked on bhoth films.

each other from time to time.
Frankie Stonc {Ann Magnuson's
first starring role) Is bllled as an
“Image Consultant.” Whatever that
means, Frankie is head of a public
relations firm in politi-

Along with co-scenarist Scott
Spiegel, Ted was a student at Oak-
land Community College’s Orchard
Ridge Campus in Farmington Hills,
‘Thursday’s paper (April 16) will ear-
ry a feature on Renaissance Pictures

(Christlan Ctemenson) and Suzy Dun-
can (Polly Draper) are always
fluttering around Frankie or making
calls to generate publicity.

Although Congressman Marcus is
handsome and charming, he obvlous-
ly is not Right. Neither is Dr. Ram-
das (Harsh Nayyar), Chemtech's
head, who hires Frankie to generate
public support for Ulysses (John
Malkovich), an androld built by Dr.
Jeff Peters (Malkovich in a double
role). Ulysses is deslgned to man a
deep-space probe for seven years.

Actuatly, that’s enough plot right
there with sufficient potential for
humorous discussion of ldentity, ma-
turation and personality. But Scidel-
man, the dircctor and co-executive
producer, didn’t stop there.

Scattered clements litter the
fllmscape and de-focus the film, Dr.
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Z° Greenberg
Estelle (Poliy Bergen), does not find
acceptable.

These many disparate elemenis
never come together well and thelr

the audience recognizes what the
characters don’t know — here, who
is androld and who is man. But Mal-
kovich's two roles are so simllar that

the distinction is lost.

Finally, since this film largely
represents a feminlne viewpoint in
and execu-
tlon, what does it tell us about our
soclety when Mr., Right turns out to
be a hl-tech robot?

comle potentlal is never realized.
Even It it had been, the film fakls be-
cause the distinction between Malko-
vich as Ulysses and asDr.
Peters is never distinct.

The humor of mistaken and dou-
ble-identity situations arises when

Peters is a very shy fellow vig
1y pursued by a Chemtech employee,
Sandy (Laurle Metcalf). To compli-
cate Frankie's personal life, her old
friend, Trish (Glenne Headly), moves
in after lcaving her philandering
husband, TV soap actor Don (Hart
Bochner),

When he's not chasing slarlcu,
Don wants hls wife back and follows
her, accompanled hy his agent, Moe

clans’and rock stars,

Frankie’s personal life is In disar-
ray. As the film opens, she locks the
door on boyfriend-client Congress-
man Steve Marcus (Ben Masters),
right in the middle of his re-clection
campaign, because he was romanc-
ing a beauty quevn. Frankie's per-
sanal distress is also highlighted by
of Hpstick
nnd unconventional driving habits.

and its principals.

IN “MAKING MR. RIGHT" (PG-
13), Susan Seidelman iIs desperately
secking romantic comedy but she
misses the mark and comes up unful-
fllled, unfocused and largely unfun-

ny.
One major problem In “Making
Mr Right” {s that the numerous plot
ts never relate
Thcy just accidentally bump lnto

BUT FRANKIE IS a competent,
it]

table talk

Wi a
staff that can do anythlng. Bruce

Merwin G

his accountant, Manny. (Sid Rny-
mond). These two look like refugee-
comics from an old-time burlesque
show, the kind you see sitting va-
cantly in the back of shabby delica-
tessens, g

They aren’t funny enough to justl-
fy their appearances, which only
serve as a forced plot device to nl-

EASTER BUFFET &/
EGGSTRAVAGANZA!
%g 10 am. to 6 pm. &Y

FUN FOR KIDS i Stotes s o et
OF ALL AGES!

with THE EASTER BUNNY!
For Kids under 4 yrs. of age.

No matter what time you arrive you'll find a
sumptuous assortment of tender, juicy
carved meats und athef entrees Crlsp fresh
salads,

low Frankie to return to CI 's
1ab one night and encounter Ulysses.

MEANWHILE, Frankie's sister,
Ivy {Susan Berman), is marrying a
Cuban busboy whom their mother,

Chefs’ contest

Both amateur and

pd

" DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

Entries must include the chef’s
name, address and daytime phone

chefs in Michigan may enter their
favorite four-course recipe In the
third annual “All-Michigan Meal”
Contest sponsored by the Michlgan
Restaurant Assoclatlon, the Greater
Michigan Foundation and AAA
Michigan.

Entrants must use only Michigan
ingredients in a four-course feast of
soup, vegetable, entree and dessert.

number. chefs must in-
clude the name of the restaurant,
and the winnlng restaurateur must
agree to serve the meal durlng Mich-
igan Week.

Entries should be marked ama-
teur or professional and mailed to:
AAA Mlichigan Publlc Relations, One
Auto Club Drive, Dearborn 48126.
Entries must be postmarked by
Monday, Apri 13.

PARTY POP-INS w

BARTY Customized Parties for Children (of all ages)

Vids

The
* Conllrmation
« Bar Mitzvahs

Y
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Partles
« Birthdays
« Offico Partles

HUNNY BUNNY will deliver customized
ASKETS to your home.

Wao can arrange evorything from ciowns through clean-up!
CALL US & RELAX
(B0 509.0870 '

Monday-Friday 10-5
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Shows at 8 & 10 P.M.

an TicketMaster O

Avenue Promotions presents

MEL TORME’
One Night Only! -

Saturday, April 25

CLEARY AUDITORIUM

201 Riverside Dr. W., Windsor (Nex1 1o the fistton}

‘Tickets avallable at the Box Office or at

423-6666 foruclmrge tickets & info
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DON T ORGET.
- 'HAPPY HOUR -

Reducod Pnces on Dnnks
Comphmnntary Hors.d'osuvres

NORTHFIELD" HILTON
CROOKS at 1.75 .
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side
dishes and a dessert display that will havc
your mouth watering.

Reservations Recommended — 8792100
Adults, $12,95 @ Children 4-12, $7.95
Children under 4, FREE
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Family traditions grow from shared experiences. Eun:r nl the
Kingsley. Sumptuous buffet served 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. In the
Grand Ballroom. Adults $12.95, children $7.95 (Includes beverage).
Easter Bunny will greet the klds, Alter 12:00, dinner Is served In all
dining rooms. A Bloomficld Hills-tradition, Call for reservations.
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Men, if you're about to turn 18, it's
time to register with Selective Service

at any U.S. Post Office.
2

It's quick. It's easy.
And it's the law.

ET OUT OF
Tha Consumet nfomaten Catniog w
G 30w Nt G e Ston
WA TiE Oy

Consumet Information Center
Dapl. 1D, Puekls, Colorada 13008
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hed 1g ask for blood

lh of someone you love.

Nut timo |ha American Red Cross
ks, give blood, please.

GIVEBLOOD, PLEASE *
g

The entire family can join the
Easter Parade at the Michigan Inn
on Sunday, April 19th,

Our Grand Ballroom will become an
Easter Wonderland during a festive
hohday brunch which mcludes a

y glass of chamy
The first seating is at 11:30 am.

Indulge yoursell with gourmet delighls,
islands of fresh fruil, made to order
specialties and paslries galore. A veritable
feast for the eyes and palate.

The price is just $14.95 for adulls and
$7.95 for children under twelve, plus
tax and graluity.

There will also be complimentary
photos of the children with the Easter
Bunny too! Reservations and a deposit
are required, Call 559-6500 today.

Join us for an unforgettable holiday
* of family fun.

.. WW ere
16400 ].L. Hudson Drive

Sauthficld, Michigan 48075 313/559-6500
Please use the Ballroom entrance.




