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Cameras in co

:ﬂy Joanno
staff writer

*. Televised and photographed court
proceedings arc drawing varied re-
sponses.

District Judge Margaret Schacffer
<uf Farmington believes cameras in
the courtroom could make already-
-nervous witnesses all the more on

Tge.
" Her colleague, Judge Michacl
Hand, believes camneras would be far

‘too disruptive, possibly affecting the
outcomnc of a trial.

I JFrank Lauhoff, Farmington diree-
tor of public safety, doesn’t believe
professional performance would de-
“teriorate before the cameras.

" Farmington Hills Police Chief
‘William Dwyer believes cameras
‘might force courtroom participants
to behave in a more dignified and
professional manner.

‘The myriad epinjons on the possi-
bie use of newspaper and television
saineras in the courtroom are indic-

e of the type of comments the
Michigan Supreme Court can expeet
to hear in coming months.

=. The high court last week an-

<pounced it wanls comments on a
proposal 1o permit cameras and tape
grecorders in Michigan courirooms
o a tesl basis for one year, Com-
snents will be accepted for 90 days
dfter the proposed order's publica-
sHon in the May issue of the Michigan
Bar Journal.

“Publication of this proposal does
"ot mean that the court will Issue an
forder on the subject, nor does it im-
“ply probable adoption in its present
form,” the court warned.

THE PROPOSAL would permit

overage of most of the pr

In the state's 241 trial courts, the
Court of Appeals and the Supreme
Court.

But Judge Hand of the 47th Dis-
trict Court will be disappolnted If the
Michigan Supreme Court gives cam-
erasatry.

“I'm nol very much in favor of it
because frankly it's disruptive,” he
said. “There are a lot of cons and
few pros.”

Hand’s greatest concern Is for wit-
nesses and jurors. Cameras and the
knowledge that as witnesses and
jurors these every-day people will be
on lelevision or In the newspaper
could not only be nerve-wracking,
but possibly affect a trial's outcome,
HHand said.

“Cameras would tend to distract
people from the testimony being giv-
en,” he said. “Most people don't like
to be witnesses, let’s face it. It's hard
enough to be calm.”

Hand's concern is shared.

“It could hinder some testimony
and cooperation from some witness-
es," Lachoff said. “Witness coopera-
tion Is difficult, at best, in difficult
cases, anyway."”

Dwyer shares Lauhoff's belief that
the use of cameras should depend on
the case. Sexual abuse proceedings,
for example, should not be televised
nor photographed to protect the vic-
tim. “The pendulum has got to swing
back to the rights of the victim,”
Dwyer said.

Schaeffer believes the cameras
would have “to be very unobtrusive™
so witnesses would not be affected
by them. “They are nervous
enough.”

SOME BELIEVE that attorneys'
performance would be affected only
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initially when cameras are new to
the courtroom. Others believe cam-
eras could serve as yet another reas
son for attorneys to frandstand.
“Aside from a little additlonal
nervousness — that's usual in front
of a camera — 1 don’t think there

criminal trials would have the power
to block coverage of their testimony,
the Supreme Court said.

‘The proposed order also would es-

cither experimental or permancal
rules permitting some form of clee-
tronic or photographic court cover-
age, the Supreme Court said.

Indiana,

tablish rules for media
lights, the number of medla person-
nel, types of cameras, position of

and in the

would be an effect on pr
performance,” Lauhoff sald.

Schaefier agreed. “Possibly, it
could change attorneys' perform-
ance. But on the other side of the
coln, like anything, once you get used
tolt...”

Farmington Hills city atterney
Pau) Bibcau thinks attorneys' per-
formance might change, “It sudden-
ly occurs to you, 'Hey, this Is being
taped,’ " he sald. Though profession-
al performance should not be affect-
ed, “humanly speaking, it possibly
would.”

‘The proposal follows a recommen-
dation by the Citizens' Commission
to Improve Michlgan Courts, which
urged the Supreme Court to direct
the State Bar of Michigan to devel-
op, with the news medla, a joint pro-
posal for a pilot pregram to permit
cameras in the courtroom.

UNDER THE proposed order, con-
sent of the trial judge would be nec-
essary for the news media to bring
cameras and tape recorders into the
courtroom and the judge could con-
tro) the coverage during the trlal,
Coverage of jury sclection would be
prohibited during the experimental
program. Witnesses in both civll and

n
courtroom. Advance written permis-
sion to use electronic equipment
would be required, the court said.

Limitatlons, as suggested by the
high court, would greatly please lo-
cal judlcial and law enforcement of~
ficlals.

“] think it (allowlng cameras)
would be all right but I guess it
would depend on how iU's done, who's
dolng it and the type of case,” Bi-
beau said.

Lauhoff and Dwyer would like po-
lice — as courtroom participants —
to be allowed comment before a
judge determines whether cameras
are allowed in a particular case, Bl-
beau thinks all partles involved In a
case should be considered before al-
lowing cameras.

HAND, IIOWEVER, belleves the
decision should rest wholly with the
presiding judge. “Too many cooks
spoll the broth. Some attorneys, as
you know, are grandstanders, Others
Jjust don’t like It. So (with allowlng
all participants an oplnion) even be-
fore the trial, the judge is already
making a declsion agalnst one of
them (attorneys).”

As of Jan. 1, 43 states had adopted

Missouri, South Carollna, South Da-

urt draws mixed reactions

kota and Virginia, along with all fed-
eral courts, prohibit clectronic cov-
erage of court sessions.

Associated Press contributed to
this report.

OCC paper offers protection

Oakland Community College-Orc-
hard Ridge Campus students
received more than news with last
Thursday's edition of the campus
newspaper.

The newspaper carried articles
about AIDS {acquired immune defi-
ciency syndrome), and some includ-
ed a means of protection — a free
condom.

The articles and the condom
giveaway were part of AIDS Educa-
tion Day at OCC, said Bert White-
head, student government vice
chairman and business manager for
the Recorder newspaper.

The studenl government donated
$500 to buy the condoms, which were
included in 1,500 copies of last

d sald.

older, he said,

“Our goal is to emphasize the
AIDS Education Dsy slogan, which
is, ‘AIDS does not discriminate — It
s an cqual opportunity virus,' *
Whitehead said.

AIDS is a viral alflictlon that at-
tacks the body's Immune system,
leaving victlms susceptible to a wide
range of infectlons and cancers. It Is
most often transmitted through sex-
ual contact.

WHITEHEAD SAID he belleved
the 7,500-studeat Orchard Ridge
campus was the first community
coltege in Michigan to distribute free
candoms.

Grand Valley State College, a

00-student Instiitution

Thursday's issue,
staff 1t handed

f R
in Allendal provided free condoms

out thre é—upics to ensure the condoms
were glven only to students 18 and

and AIDS information at a dance a
week ago.
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SHORT SLEEVE
OXFORDS

blue in 3 hutton-down collar

Choose from white, pink, grey and It
Cotton/poly blend. After ad 12.99.

STONEWASHED JEANS

CGuys’ Falls Creek denim jeans. 100% prewashed
cotton with straight leg styling. Stock up and
savel Waist sizes 29-38 Reguilarly 19 99

SUSPENDER PANTS

Choose from our entire stock of
%eggng, canvas and denim. Waist sizes

899

13.99
5%,

REGULAR PRICE

—  GALS’

SWEATS

By Bassett Walker. Great to kick around
in. Choose crew neck or jogging pant

6.99

Ralph A. Rebant B, Pastor »,

JAMS® %

The original from Surfline* Hawaii.
Choose from the latest printsin 3
different lengths

PULLOVER JACKETS

100% nylon. Folds into its own pouch.
Choose from red, navy, white or royal
Sizes S-XL

BOYS’ CREW NECK TEE'S

Regularly 5.99.

BOYS’ SHORTS

Casual short in khaki, olive or natural
Afterad 9.99

OFF
' REGULAR PRICE

799699

Guys' Boy!
AfterAd9.99 AfterAdB.99

3.99
699

PRICES GOOD MONDAY, APRIL 13
THRU SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 1987
Visan & Master Card » Welcome

* WESTLAND MALL
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- HOODED SWEAT SHIRT ... 889

CASUAL PANTS

Two fashion styles with yoke details
Choose notch back detait or knee pocket

feg seam detail Sizes 3-15 Regularly 19 99 lz -9 9

ZENA & UNION BAY JEANS 2 5 %

Choose from our entire stock of
stonewashed or bleached 100% cotton OFF
denim REGULAR PRICE

Sagebrush.
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