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Burning debris was the major
cause of Michigan's 10,000 wlldfires
last year.

That included fires that escaped
while burnlng; brush, burning grass
and leaves raked into plles during
spring cleanup; burning dead grass
along the ditch and fence row; and
burning papers ln the old burn barrel
sitting in the back yard.

Dry conditions and a wind gust
can cause a little fire to rapidly
spread. These fires grow In size and
intensity and damage or destroy
whatever is [n their path. -

During 1985, the national toll from
wildfires was:

© 44 clvilians and fireflghters

ied.

© 3 miltion acres were burned.

® 1,400 homes and structures
were damaged or destroyed.

@ $400 milllon In suppresslon
costs to federal, state and local fire
agencies.

o $500 mitlion in cstimated dam-
ages to properly and natural re-
sources.

carrier
of the month

Farmington

Jaime Hocken

Jaime, 13, [s the Farmington Ob-
server's Carrier of the Month for
April,

He delivers the Observer In Farm-
ington Green West subdivision. He
has delivered the Farmington Ob-
server since October 1984,

The O.E. Dunckel Middle School
eighth grader’s favorite subjects are
history and science. He plans to go
on to college after high school. His
hobbies Include football, basketball,
baseball and bicycle riding.

Managing money and working
with people are two skills Jalme
feels he has acquired on hls paper
route.

Jamie is the son of Russell and
Marlanne Hockin. He has three
brothers, Ryan 12, Garrett, 8 and
Kevin, 5.

ifyouwanttobea
Farmington Observer
carrier, please call

591-0500

The ultimate judgement for

your company’s profitabili-

ty is in your hands,
Raymond Burr

At K.A. Tappan &
Associates we are
committed to giving
you the best service
and protection at the
lowest possible cost.
Callus foraquote on
your caommercial .
insurance needs.

KA TAPPAN § ASSOCIATES, LTD.

Kﬂ TTRKOVIRD. STE 1h
NOYL KICH. 2
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ABOUT 75 percent of the wild-
fires in Michigan are caused by care-
lessness.

Underestimating the difficulty of
controlling a fire once it has escaped
is a common problem. How fast
would a fire burn In standlng dead,
dry grass? With a § mph wind, 40
feet per minute; with a 10 mph, 145
feet per minute.

‘To compound the problem, the dls-
tance around the fire quadruples
each time the fire doubles in length.
Therefore, the more it spreads, the
harder it becomes to extinguish. A
person would be hard-pressed to ex-
tingulsh a fire under these conditions
once it had a few minutes of free
burnlng.

The state Department of Natural
Resources Forest Management Divl-
slon responded to 493 wildfires that
burned 9,711 acres during 1986,
Debris burning accounted for 32 per-
cent of that total. The maln cause is
burning during dry, windy condl-
tions, uslng burn barrels without
proper covers or leaving a flre unat-
tended. Too often, a person lights a

fire, makes sure it is burnlng proper-
1y, then leaves the scene only to re-
turn a short time Iater to flnd the
fire burning out of control.

THE DNR forest fire law requires
that at any time the ground Is not
snow-covered, a person “shall not
burn any flammable material on or
adfacent to forest land, except for
domestlc purposes, with a permit
from the director or his authorized
representative.” The authorized rep-
resentative is usually field office
personnel or your local fire depart-
ment. The permit is free of charge.

Domestic purposes means any fire
within the curtilage of a dwelling
where the material belng burned has
been properly placed in a debris
burner built of metal or masonry,
with a metal covering device with
openlngs no larger than three quar-
ters of an inch, or a campfire or any
{lre within a bullding, That means a
permit Is needed for all outdoor fires
except campfires or when burnlng
debris in an approved debris burner.

Some communities allow burnlng

only during specified hours, others
forbid it entlrely. No open burning is
allowed In elther Farmington or
Farmington Hills. Tickets can brlng
a misdemeanor penalty of up to 00
days in jail and a $500 flne.

ALTHOUGH NOT a major prob-
lem, grass flres do cost the clties
money. Last year, Farmington Hills
firefighters responded to 200-plus
open burns, including a large grass
fire at Herltage Park. Farmington

publlc safety officers responded to
25 open burns, including a large
grass fire at Nine Mile and GHL

“We're obligated to go and put
grass fires out,” said Deputy Chief
Peter Baldwin of the Farmington
Hills Fire Department. “There’s al-
ways the danger of grass fires
spreading to sheds, garages, even
homes, particularly in high winds,”
i not caught In time.

Spring is the worst time of the
year In Michigan for grass and brush

indeed can turn into killers

fires. Dead vegetation from last year
has dried out and burns readily, Add
seasonal increnses in wind speed and
a small fire could quickly become a
major wildfire that could consume
homes and other bulldings as well as
grass and forest lands.

Any person who sets fire on any
land and negligently allows the fire
to escape and become a forest or
grass flre is llable for all expenses
incurred by the state in suppressing
the fire.

Surplus food to be distributed

Surplus commodity food will be
given out from 10 am. to 1 pm.
‘Tuesday, April 21, in St. Alexander’s
Chureh, 27835 Shiawassee, Farming-
ton Hills,

The food, distributed through the
Oakland Livingston Human Service
Agency, includes cheese, butter, hon-
ey, rlee and dry milk. It will be
made available every other month.

Eliglble Oakland County resldents
should bring the foltowing informa-

tion to register for the Surplus Com-
modity Food Program year: Soclal
Security card, proof of income for
the past §0 days and personal identi-
ficatlon, The program runs from Oc-
tober 1986 to Sept. 1, 1887,

PEOPLE WHO have recelved
commodities in the past should re-
turn their old USDA Surplus Com-
medlty Food Reglstration Card at
the time they register,

Seniors who regularly attend a
senlor center should contact that
center for pickup dates and times.
Homebound seniors should contact
the senior center nearest their home
to assure homebound delivery. Non-
homebound seniors should call 624-
5520.

Reglstration does not guarantee
receipt of commodity food each
time, Distribution Is on a first-come,
first-served basis.

Carty
this one
close to

registering at the hospital for emergency room care, There is
no charge for this community service.
The Huron Valley Hospital Emergency Room Pre-

registration Program puts important patient information into
the hospital’s data bank for use by emergency room staff.

Mom, dad, grandparents and children can each receive their
own registration card.
There i§ no substitute fgr your community hospital in a

life-thr

J. Fr

When someone you
love needs emergency
medical care, it's no
time for indecision or
confusion. You need
to get the patient to
the hospital quickly and
through the registra-
tion process smoothly.
Families served
by the new Huron
Valley Hospital can

Urgent Care centers,

even those associated with haspitals, do not provide the
overnight Advanced Cardiac Life Support care so often
required in serious emergencies. Huron Valley Hospital, a 153
bed, full-service haspital, does—with complete cardiac and
critical care units; full radio communications to emergency
vehicles; a helicopter landing port; emergency-trained nurses
and physicians. And additional specialists on stalf are available
to respond to emergencies in orthopedics, pediatrics,
obstetrics, radiology and surgery.
Clip the coupon below or if you prefer, call the
Community Relations Department at 360-3300, extension 3450
for your packet.

Please send my family a free Emergency Room Preregistration Packet

now prepare for Name
emergencies by pre- Address
City

State.

No. of adults 18+ in family
No. of children (under 18)

Mail to: Huron Valley Hospital
1601 East Commerce Road
Milford, MI 48042

QE

HURON

VALLEY

HOSPITAL

The Hospital is located in Commerce Township between East Commerce and Sfeeth Roads.

Fhet Ambutance, Courtesy Paramed, Inc.

A Member of The Detroit Medical Center
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