Free

A one-sentence amendment to two
state library laws has stirred up a
storm in the state House of Repre-
sentatives, where it is headed after
Senate passage,

Sen. Doug Cruce, R-Troy, spon-
sored Identlcal bills saylng public Ii-
brarles “established under this act
shall not charge a fee for the loan of
o videocassette tape to a resident of
the clty, village or township which
cstablished the llbrary.”

Cruce contends public lbrarics
are supposed to be free and are un-
falrly competing with taxpaying
stores,

OPPONENTS such as Sen. Rudy
Nlchols, R-Waterford, say the bills
interfere with the rights of local 1i-
braries to conduct their own affairs.

Rep. Lloyd Weeks, D-Warren, who
chalrs the House Towns and Countles
Committee, sald he'll oppese the
bills, which go to hls panel.

“If we're going to do this, maybe
we should close the libraries alto-
gether, and while we're at it, close
the state parks, too, because they

State Dems to

AP — Four years ago, leaders of
the Michigan Democratic Party de-
vised a system for sclecting natlonal
conventlon delegates that drew bit-
ter complaints and court challenges.

This time around, fewer fireworks
are expected.

The new presidential delegate se-
lection plan of the Bemocratic State
Central Committee backs away from
the controversies of 1984, when can-
didate Jesse Jackson condemned
Michigan’s process as “official b'ag!(-

cor:;pctc with private parks,” Weeks
sal

His position Is cruclal because
bills rarely make it through a com-
mittee when thp chalrman is op-
posed.

CRUCE'S BILLS scek to amend
two laws:

* SB 132 affects free public Il
braries organized under an 1877
state Inw — approved 26-9.

® SB 196 affects libraries formed
under clty charters — approved 26-
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Voting yes on both were Sens.
Doug Cruce, whose district includes
Birmingham; Richard Fessler, R-
‘West Bloomlield, whose dlstrict in-
cludes Bloomfleld Township, Bloom-
fleld Hills and Southfleld Township;
and Willlam Faust, D-Westland.

Opposing both were Robert Geake,
R-Northville, whose district includes
Livonia, Plymouth and Canton; Rudy
Nichols, whose dlstrict includes the
Rochester area; and George Hart, D-
Deaborn, whose district include Gar-
den City.

stakes rlght behind Ilinols but be-
forc many other large states,

“That's important, with (U.S. Sen.)
Paul Slmon entering the race”
Wlener said, “We can't really impact
on Nlinols with a candidate from Nli-
nols, but we certalnly can impact on
the rest of the process.”

THE STATE party chief sald few
Democrats took advantage of a 30-
day comment perlod to offer opin-
ions about the proposal for pleking

's natlonal lon dele-

room pollties” and

challenged it in court.
“I don’t see any hot controversy,”

sald state Party chair Rick Wiener.

PARTY LEADERS plcked March
26 as the date for Michigan's 1988
presldential preference caucus,

They endorsed a system for turn-
ing caucus votes into 151 delegates
and 46 alternates at the Democratic
Natlonal Convention in Atlanta.

Wiener is enthusiastic about the
March 26 date.

“My goal Is to make sure Michi-
gan plays a pivotal role," he said. “1
belteve Michigan has achieved that.”

Michigan thus secures a niche in
the Democratic predldential sweep-

gatlon,

Whether that signals harmony re-
mains to be seen, Last time, objec-
tions weren't lodged until after the
system was Irreverslbly in place.

In 1984, former vice president
Walter Mondale had almost all of
Michigan's political muscle in his
corner. The other camps complained
the state’s system was designed to
put challengers at a disadvantage.

Critics in 1984 griped that 337
caucus sites weren't emough. At
some Detrolt locations, Democrats
stood in line for two hours.

The party’s 1988 plan calls for no
fewer than 500 sites.

Otility workers
to watch out for

elderly, i

Consumers Power Co. employees
are’ belng trained to be “Gate-
keepers" who keep a watchful eye
on elderly and d Michi-

nfirm

Aging and Adult Services under a
grant from the U.S. Administration
on Aging.

C Power's metro region

gan'residents.

Some 672 of the utility’s employ-
ees-in the region serving western
Wayne, Oakland and Macomb
counties have recelved or will com«
plete this training program.

serves two million residents in
Western Wayne, Onkland and Ma-
comb countles. .

THE ANNOUNCEMENT was
made by Lucille McCullough, com-
the Offlce of

The format includes a 1
videotape and a brochure describ-
ingthesignsof a potentiai crisis.

“All company employees who
have dally or frequent contact with
the’public are being trained to be
awdre of symptoms or warning
signs that can indlcate crisis situa-
tiofls which elderly persons may
experience,” sald Edgar L. Doss,
Metro region general manager.

SYMPTOMS include overgrown
lawns, mail piling up, physical co-
et ) or

of
Servlces to the Aging, Doss.
Consumers Power will be Michi-
gan's first utility — and one of a
few nationwide — to participate In
an innovative program to aid the
elderly.

“By stepping forward to partici-
pate In the ‘gatekecper® program,”
Consumers Power is showing lts
concern for Michigan's elderly citi-
zens,” sald Gov. James J. Blanc-
hard. “I urge other Michigan's
companies tob dclmnnslra(e‘ thelr

i P
extreme anxicty.

Utillity employees will report
thelr observatlons to the compa-
ny's consumer affairs department.
It will be responsible for notifica-
tion of the appropriate local agen-
¢y, usually the area Agency on Ag-
ing, for followup.

s(iutekeeper l:vns developed by
Puget Sound Power and Light and
the Washington State Burean of

ing ‘Gate-
keepers' as well.”

McCullough praised the utility's
involvement, saying “Many of
Michigan's elderly live alone which
increases the potential for crisls
situations going unnoticed. Gate-
keepers will increase this number
of [rlendly cyes and ears in our
neighborhoods and reduce the pos-
sibllity from happening,” she said.

State. business index
choppy in fall, winter

In February, the Michigan busi-
ness activity index (MBAI) fell to
181, a loss of five points from Janu-
ary, according to economist David L.

undertaken by the automakers.

Also, Littmann sald, abnormally
volatile investment-related actlvity
is nurlbu'lcd in part to changes ac-

Litgnann of M; Bank,
with the first two

mpai

moaths of 1988, however, the MBAI
has shown nelther a net gain nor a
net loss.

Economie activity in the state has
been uncharacteristically choppy
since September, principally re-
folecting spurts and retrenchments
in production and sales stemming
from sales or financiog programs

panying the federal tax reform
program.

During February, a plunge in auto
sales and steel output accounted for
the bulk of the decline in Michigan
buslness activity.

The MBAI, complled monthly
from 10 measures of Michigan eco-
nomic activity by the bank, Is sea-
sonally adjusted and corrected for
Inflation.

brary videos bill

faces

‘A litrary established
under this act shall not
charge a fee for the
loan of a vidi t{

Thursday, April 16, 1687 O&LE

(0)5A

House fight

sor's concern was that “current law
says libraries shall be forever frec to
inhabitants.”

“But libraries are taking on the
look. of pseudo-businesses, They're
charging $2 a night for videocassctte
tapes most of which could be found
in any store,”

The Cruce alde said they covered

tape to a resident of
the city, village or
township which
established the
library.’
— Sen, Doug Cruce’s
8B 132

Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farmington,
split his votes, favoring SB 132 but
opposing SB 196, His district in-
cludes Southfield.

'ghe Senate passed the bills April 9
and adj

sucl favorites as “Star
Wnl:s" and “Texas Chalnsaw Massa-
cre”

Nichols, chairman of the Senate
Judlclary Committee, saw a consti-
tutlonal problem in interfering with
the autonomy of a Mbrary once it's
set up,

“In my district, local llbrary
boards have made these decisions on
whether to rent videocassettes, They
debated the Issue very thoroughly,”
he said.

To be consistent, Nichols sald, the
proponents of the bill should prohibit
librarles from charging for any ser-
v

d for a nearly t: k
Easter break.
AN AIDE to Cruce said the spon-

ce — P
records, borrowing of best selling
books and the rest,

Geake, another opponent, safd,

“Renting videos is a way for librar-
ies to Increase thelr collections and
increase service to the communlty.”

The Wayne County senator said
parents can feel more comfortable
sendlng children to the library than
to video stores.

THE BILLS reopened a lomg- -

standing argument from businesses
that see government as competing
agalnst them.

Public lbraries generally opposed
the bill, arguing that they supply ed-
ucational videocassettes that com-
mercinl stores don't handle. They
sald that for them to provide tapes
free, they would have to dip into
their budgets for book acqulsitions.

* Libraries also saw legal problems
where they are part of a coopera-
tive, multi-town service such as the
Wayne-Oakland Library System, For

example, a taxpaying resident of ..

town A would be able to borrow a
tape free from Library A, but could
be charged by Library B even though
it is part of the same system.

hold ’88 caucuses March 26

JACKSON AND then-Sen. Gary
Hart of Colorado complained in 1984
that many Democrats would be in-
timidated by a system that required
them to sign thelr names on thelr
presidential preference ballots.

Some erltics predlcted the lack of
privacy would keep partisans away
from the caucuses.

That didn’t turn out to be the case.

i\

the fort that 1 can wear may-
thing 1 vaat ALL DAY LONG.

Waking up late.

About 135,000 Democrats turned out,
up from just 16,000 in 1980.

Even so, the 1988 proposal drops
signed ballots. It also tempers the
part of the 1984 plan that most en-
raged Jackson,

Party leaders are belng asked to
alter a two-stage system that uses
the boundarles of Michigan’s 18 con-
gresslonal districts to  determine

whether caucus votes get translated
into pledged delegates at the nation-
al convention.

IN 1984, candidates had to pull at
least 20 percent of the caucus vote in
a congressional district to win a
ptedged conventlon delegate. For
1988, the proposed threshold is 15
percent.
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Hudsoﬁs

Wiener backs the changes for 1988
while contlnuing to brush off com-
plaints about the system he su-
pervised in 1984.

“I thought four years ago was a
very good process,” he said. “It
brought 135,000 people into the pro-
cess. It was a tremendous party-
building tool for us and I think that's
at times lost on people.”




