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Classical guitar draws large crowd

By Avigdor Zaromp
special writer

The classlcal guitar apparently is
altractive to a significant audience,
This happened a few wecks ago,
when Andres Segovia, the guru of
classical gultar, performed to a sell-
out crowd at Orchestra Hall.

A program by another master of
the gultar — Christepher Parkening
— was the latest offering of the
Chamber Music Soclety of Detroit
series,

Parkening is, of course, considera-
bly younger than Segovia, who was
one of his teachers, Thus, his legend-
ary status is newer, but it is definite-
ly growing. Both the main floor and
the balcony were packed for this
event, which was close to a sefl-out.

Classical guitar seems to attracta
special kind of audlence. It Ls differ-
ent from the traditional classical
music audience — possibly a broad-
er segment, but nevertheless selec-
tive and discriminating.

AS EXPECTED, Spanish music
played a major role on this program.
Among these composers were some
unknowns from the baroque and
Elizabethan era, such as Santlago de
Murcia and Gaspar Sanz.

Others from these carly periods
were John Dowland from Ireland
and Jean Baptiste Besaro of France.
These lesser-known composers
served as a vehicle to introduce the
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sophisticated art of Parkening.

At least for me, Parkenlng's art
was more convincing than these ob-
scure pieces, The suite by Sanz has a
famillar movement, which was used
by the more contemporary Redrigo
In one of his works, a fact that in my
aplnion is a major drawback.

Fortunately, the greater portion of
the program was dedicated to more
substantlal music by more establish-
ed composers — Granados, Albeniz,
l‘\Llllllzl-l.ubos. Debussy, Ravel and de

alla,

Parkening has an impressive abill-
ty to keep that melody and accom-
paniment in proper perspective, But
even more significant is his ability to
use a varlety of tone colors that
seem hardly possible for thls instru-
ment.

AMONG THE more familiar sc-
Tectlons, I found his interpretation of
Debussy's “The Girl with the Flaxen
Halr” to be misdlrected. While the
harmonles were there, he took too
much liberty with the rhythm. While
some rubato Is called for, the integ-
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rity of the basic rhythmie structure
should still be present.

More Impressive was Ravel's
“Empress of the Pagoda” from
“Mother Goose.” However, the limit-
ed scope of the gultar dldn’t do jus-
tice to Ravel’s colorful harmonies,

For the flnal selections Parkening
was joined by his prominent student
David Brandon. Together they per-
formed sclections from de Falla's
“Three Cornered Hat” and “La Vida
Breve,” an intermezzo from “Goyes-
cas” by Granados and a dance by the
contemporary Ernesto Halffter .Of

be especially refreshing with thelr
authentic flavor,

Parkcning's abillty Is impressive,
to be sure. But, inevitably after a
while, the limitations of the instru-
ment become noticeable, even in the
hands of the best artlst.

A greater portion of the program
should have featured Parkening to-
gether with Brandon, a capable gul-
tarist. At the risk of slphoning off
some of Parkening's personal glory,
it would have enhanced the musical
content of the program, which
should always be an overriding con-
slderation.

WITH PINEAPPLE RING

these, I found the de Falla pleces to

Meadow Brook opens
with DSO June 18

The Detrolt Orchestra's

Chorus;

nine-week, 18-concert summer se-
rles at Meadow Brook will open on
Thursday June 18 and run through
Avug. 16. .
Works by a dlfferent

® A Fourth of July concert with
Leonard Slatkln conducting the mu-
sic of American composer Aaron
Copland;

® An all concert

will be featured cach week, allowing
patrons to hear several pleces by the
same composer In an evening's per-
formance, The same programs will
be offered on Thursdays and Sun-
days throughout the serles,

Highlights include:

@ The opening night performance
of two Becthoven symphonies, No. 6,
“Pastorale,” and Symphony No. 8,
both conducted by Music Director
Gunther Herbig,

A complelc"perfonnnncc of

s YA Mid

featuring conductor Jerzy Semkow
and planist Jorge Bolet performing
the Plano Concerto in A minor;

@ Slr Neville Marriner conduct-
ing the Academy of St. Martin-in-
the-Flelds in an all-Mozart program
featuring musle from the film
“Amadeus.”

‘The Detroit Symphony concerts at
Meadow Brook are held in the open-
air Baldwin Pavllion on the Oakland
Unlversity campus in Rochester.

New sub must select their

Night's Dream,” conducted by Her-
big and featuring soprano Edith Dig-
gory and mezzo-soprane Kathleen
Segar with the Women of the Detroit

serles by May 18. Slngle tickets go
on sale May 19. For further sub-
seriptlon or single ticket information
call 377-2010.
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Redford, Michigan
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Dinners include Soup, Salad,
Potato, Bread & Butter.
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RGINIA HAM STEAK
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Colffos, Tea or MIK. Rogul'nr menu also avallable -
5.

All checks wiil be totalled with 4% sales tax and 15% gratully.
DEARBORN HEIGHTS

American Express, Diners, VISA, MasterCard

FEATURING DUR FABULOUS
SALAD BAR
YATH ALL THF FIKIGS!

22120 Van 8Born Rd.

Reservations 278-0868
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Why cook and clean? Spend your holiday relaxing and

enjoying dinner at the

RIVER HOUSE

Buffet Meal: Virginia Baked Carved Ham, Chicken Cacciatore,

This is the onl) Swiss

Bread & a Variety of Salads.
All Only *7.95 Adults

Steak, Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Vegetables,

Plus
automatic
5

¥3.95 Children under 12 guatiy
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25241 Grand River at 7 Mile
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11:30-4:00 Reservations Suggested

ROAST BEEF « BAKED HAM » ROAST TURKEY
= Homemade Dressing & Gravy
+Real, Homemade Mashed Potatoes

* Sweet Potatoes

+Vegetables

*Saleds

«Fresh Fruit ]
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