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3,240 or a 1.7 percent Increase over
1905s total of 3,188. Arrests for se-
rious erlme also increased 13.8 per-
cent, from 427 arrests in 1985 to 4868
last year.

The total value of property taken
during the commlsslon of serious
crlmes Increased more than 80 per-
cent, from $4.9 million n 1985 to
$6.8 million last year. Property re-
covered from serjous crimes in 1986
totaled $3.2 million compared to $2.4
million the previous year.

Slgnificant increases In secrious
crime occurred In auto thefts, aggra-
vated assaults and criminal sexual
conduct, accordlng to the depart-
ment’s anoual crime statistles re-

port.

Desplte the slight overall increase
in serious crime, the number of bur-
glaries and larcenles — a mafor in-
crease in 1985 — decreased. Robber-
ies increased by only twe incldeats
in 1986. No murders were commit-
ted last year,

AUTO THEFTS took the lead in
increased serious crime with & 30.8
percent jump of 450 Incidents com-
pared to 344 in 1985.

“It’s elear the auto theft problem
I3 moving west,” Dwyer sald, "We
are observing the Increase by the
fact that we are bordered by the clt-
les that are number one and two —
Detrolt and Southfleld — in the
state.”

“The majority of vehicles are
belng stolen from shopplng centers
or apartment complexes,” Dwyer
continued. “We are experiencing or-
ganlzed groups of three to four peo-
ple stealing three to four cars at a
time from apartments.”

General Motors Corp. products
dominate the list of stolen cars
though Dwyer Is uncertain which
specifle type [s the most stolen.

Auto theft, Dwyer sald, “Is a so-
phisticated operatfon,” with a pur-
pose of steallng for profltable parts.
Most auto theft operations involve
youths 16-19 years old who are pald
$150-$200 for cach car stolen. The
youths are told which cars — or
parts — are needed, The stolen cars
are delivered to a middleman who
sells the cars to chop shops.

Though state law now requires
auto parts to be engraved by the
auto manufacturer with serfal num-
bers, stolen auto parts s still a big
and profitable buslness. But It's ex-
pected to take a significant drop
with Insurance companies, in partlc-
ular the American Automoblie Asso-
ciatlon (AAA), now requiring that
only new parts be used to rebulld
stolen autos recovered from chop
shops.

“THIS IS going to reduce chop
shop’s outlets,” Dwyer said, adding
that repair shops will not be able to
install used — often stolen — parts,

Increases in auto thells were
matched by an Increase in arrests, In
1988, police arrested 73 people ler

Though burglaries decreased, the
value of property stolen increased to
$1.6 million from approximately
$924,000 in 1985. The value of prop-
erty taken In larcenies, however,
dropped 12.5 percent or from $1.1
million ln 1985 to approximately $1
million last year,

Desplte only two more robberles
In 1886 over 1985, value of property
stolen increased dramatically, in
part due to the armed robbery of
$73,000 from Michigan National
Bank on Orchard Lake Road, north
of 12 Mile, Total value of property
stolen In robberles in 1968 totaled
$273,181 from $41,337 the previous
year,

The decreases in burglaries and
were by

connection with auto theft
10 36 in 1985.
Criminal sexual assaults in-
creased from nine in 1985 to 12 last
ear, Arrests increased by only one
from five in 1985 to six last year.
But 85 percent of the reported
eriminal sexual conduct incidents —
Ineluding those lsted under the less
serious part I¥ crimes — were com-
mitted by victims’ relatives or ac-
quaintences, Dwyer sald.
“That matches the

y in-
creased arrests, Burglary arrests in-
creased from 58 in 1985 to 87 last
year. Larceny arrests totaled 243 in
1986, up from 223 In 1985,

DWYER ATTRIBUTES the slow-
down in Increased crime In 1988 to
several factors, A reorganization
plan was fully established in 1986,
offering greater efficiency and pro-
ductivity.

statistlcs,” he added.

Aggravated assaults increased to
107 from 81 the previous year. Arson
also increased to 26 from 21 in 1985,
Arrests in both eategories, however,
showed a decrease, Arrests for as-
sault dropped to 50 from 58 In 1985.
Arson arrests decreased from nine in
1985 to eight last year,

The clty's major crime problems
— larcenles and burglaries — in
1985 took a dip in 1986. In 1985, lar-
cenles totaled 1,828 and In 1986,
1,756 for a 3.8 percent decrease.

BURGLARIES HAD a smaller de-
crease with 841 incldents in 1986
compared to 857 the previous year.
Of the three burglary categories —
garage, dwelling and buslness — the
only increase occurred in garage
burglaries, Dwyer said.

Garage burglaries increased to
181 from 177 in 1985, Dwelling bur-
glaries dropped slightly to 471 from
484 and business from 196 in 1885 to
189 last year.

The (]
enabled the reassignment of officers
to trouble spots as well as greater
concentration on certaln ecrimes,
such as auto thefts, Dwyer sald.

The slowdown can also be attribu-
ted to the addition of six new offi-
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it wouldn't be so high.”

By Joanne
staff writer

Beefed-up cnforcement of state
and local liquor laws played a large
part In an increase in less-serlous
crimes in Farmington Hills in 1986,

“The increase in part II crimes, in

M-initiated.” Police

Less serious (part II) erimes - as-
sault and battery, vandalism, liquor
laws and weapons violations, for ex-
ample - went up in 1986 to 4,998
lnclddenu from 4,021 in 1985, Dwyer
sald.

But the increased Incldents were
by a similar boost In

part, was
Chief Willlam Dwyer said. “If we
hadn't take such strong enforcement,
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arrests. Arrests totaled 1,401 in 1986
compared to 1,102 — a 27.1 percent
Increase, Dwyer said.

The greatest Increase In the less
serlous crime category came in lis
quor law violations — the result of a
Farmington Hills police crackdown
on liquor-licensed establishments.

In 1985, liquor law violations to-
taled 68. In 1988, after an undercov-
er operation in which many of the
city's major restaurants and bars
were cited, police chalked up a total
219 viclations — a 222.1 percent in-
crease over the previous year.

POLICE CRACKDOWNS on 1l
quor law viclations also showed suc-
cess in trafflc statisties for 1986,

said.

‘I don’t see any increase in (use of)
firearms other than in the area of

robbery.’

— William Dwyer,
police chief

Traffic violations last year went up
by 5.7 percent and drunk driving ar-
rests by 7.9 percent, Dwyer said,

In 1986, Farmington HHIs had
three fatal traffic accldents — the
lowest number of fatalitles in seven
years, Personal traffic Injury acci-
dents decreased slightly to 711 from
729 in 1985. Property damage accl-
dents also dropped to 1,502 from
1,545 In 1985.

Other notable statistleal changes
In the less serious crime category in-
clude an Increase in weapons
charges from 15 In 1985 to 36 last
year. Desplte the rise, Dwyer sald
only one charged involved a gun.

“I don't see any Increase in fire-
arms other than in the area of roh-
bery.” N

Assault and battery increased
from 332 in 1985 to 367 in 1985, Vad-
dallsm went up slightly from 1;035
in 1985 to 1,044 last year. But van.
dalism to motor vehicles jumped sig-
nificantly from 63 in 1985 to 168 in

Part 111 offenses — juvenile com-
plaints, traffic offenses and othdr
miscellancous items such as assist-
ance calls — decreased slight
from 20,990 in 1985 to 20,707 las
year. .
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