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Scriabin work generates unusual response

By Avlgdor Zaromp
spocial wrlter

Jerzy Semkow |s one of the favorite guest con-
ductors with the Detroit Symphony Orchestra.
‘This Polish-born conductor has an extensive track
record both here and In Europe. His abillty to
master unusual works, as well as those in the
standard repertoire, was evident in his latest pro-
gram here.

The first portion consisted of Mozart works —
the overture to “The Abduction from the Sera-
glio” and the Piano Concerto No. 23, K. 488 in A
Major. The second portlon consisted of the Sym-
phony No. 2 by Secriabin, its first DSO perform-
ance.

Pianist Rudolph Buchbinder was the soloist In
the Mozart concerto. Born in Austria, Buchbinder
absorbed the finest European tradition and is a
sought-after planist. His performance of the Mo-
2art concerto could be characterized as extremely
introverted. He avolded the temptation to make
the fast passages sound too grand for Mozart's
style.

THE TENDENCY to overdo Mozart is a con-
stant problem with the modern instrument. To let
the music speak for itself, without undue amplifi-
catlon, is by far the greater challange.

The stow movement of this concerto, which is
uniquely expressive, seemed occasionally to have
stopped the heart in mid beat. The clear, rounded
phrases in the final movement completed the
overall sense of elegance and good proportion.

The unusual nature of Scriabin's symphony is a
major deterrant to most conductors. Its sheer
length, about an hour, is just one of its problems.

. Most of Mahler's symphonies are even longer,
- but at least today they aren’t considered as for-

Secriabin's music is complex and the effort to
penetrate its mystery is more than many would
care to attempt.

In less capable hands, Scriabin’s second sym-
phony would have been extremely boring and dif-
ficult to tolerate. There are few of the Mahlerian
sweeping, momentous passages that tend to ease
the listening by providing a sense of motion.

SOME OF Scriabin’s music seems to take place
in a different dimension or universe, While this is
a figurative description, Semkow's performance
attempted to Hlustrate this aspect in a way that
would be comprehensive to carthly ears. Instead
of simple climactlc passages that grow consist-
ently louder, an alternatlon of softness and Joud-
ness projected this duality convincingly.

When listening to this music, one may sense be-
hind it a most complex, even tortured mind, The
fact that it didn't create a tortured audience is a
credit to Maestro Semkow and the DSO.

In certain ways, it transformed the audience.
Frequently, the {low of a work s interrupted by
applause between movements. On thls occasion,
however, the ending was greeted by a few clumsy,
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halted claps, until Macestro Semkow that
it was truly over.

The impact showed up in more subtle ways.
Many listeners were lost In thought even when It
was time to leave.

There are works that appeal to me much more,
to be sure. But few are the works that seem lo
have s0 much suggestive power.
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Not if you consider that our
special model home features are
included in the price. We offer a
fully carpeted home, fully tiled
baths, custom wood finishings
and beautiful kitchens including
appliances.

Orchestra sets
Evening of Pops

Open Daily 1-6 P.M.
Closed Thursday

Birmi i p Orchestra,
- with conductor Feliz Resnlck, will present an
. Evening of Pops at 8 p.m. Friday, April 24 at the
Birmingham Theater.
- Singers from Michigan Opera Theatre will fea-
- tured in selections from Broadway shows. This is
a benefit performance to kick off the Orchestra’s
fund raising for the 1987-88 scason. Tickets are
$20 per person and $100 for sponsors.
For ticket information, ¢all the Orchestra’s off-
ice, 643-7268 or mail check, payable tg BBSO, to
2352 Dorchester, Birmingham, 48008,

Closed Easter Sunday
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Award-winning home with updating, great
room. 2 full baths, formal dining room, 2
bedrooms plus warm llving room. Decorated
tastefully. $169,90. CALL €47-0500 or 258-
6694, ASK FOR KAREN EVANS.

vate
ranch unit with atrlum. 2 bedrooms, 2 baths,
den, deck off master bedroom. Have break-
fast with the birds in sweet solltude. Securlty
system, basement, first floor laundry. Bloom-
fleld Hllls Schools, $184,500, CALL 647-0500
or 689-6400. ASK FOR BOBBIE SPRIGG.

WING LAKE PRIVILEGES, 4 bedrooms, 3
baths, famlly room, blg deck, Bloomfield
Hills Schools. Well maintalned, updated
kitchen, newer carpet. Central alr, Motivated
seller. .arge home for only $139,900. CALL
540-9700. ASK FOR BILL HAWKINS,

VACATION PARADISE. 200' On Leke Huron.
2 separate houses, heated pool and tennls
court. Each house approximately 2200 sq. ft.
with deck and vlew. Very private two acres.
North end of Lexington, Mich. $450,000.
Land Contract Posslble. CALL 647-0500 or
338-3889. ASK FOR JACK McFEELY.

PINE LAKE PRIVILEGES - Super Beach.
Popular famlly sub. Active assoclation!
Beautiful neutral decor, 4 badraom, 2% bath
colonial - move-In condition, dining room,
family room with fireplace, 1st floor laundry.
W. Bloomfield Schools. $149,900. CALL 647~
0500 or 682-9547. ASK FOR MARY FREDAL,

.+

BLOOMFIELD HILLS CONDO, 3 bedrooms,
bright and clean, 1% baths, neutrals, base-
ment, garage, updated and attractive.
Bloomfleld Hllfs Schools. Park-like setting.
Transferred seller has set price at only
$124,900, CALL 540-9700. ASK FOR BILL
HAWKINS.

bt
BLOOMFIELD ORCHARDS. Cheerful and
bright. 3 bedrooms, 1% baths. Super living
room and dining room opening to private
court patlo. Stockade fencing, full bassment,
central alr, kltchen appllances. $62,500.
CALL 540-8700. ASK FOR SUSAN
TEDESCO,

CALL ME PERFECT!ONI Courtyard intimacy
and ultimate living style in this 3 bedroom
condo. Famlly room with fireplace, separate
dining room, master bath. End unit with
walled patio, 2 car attached garage. Best val-
ue and llfestyle options. $115,000, CALL
847-0500 or 648-8241. ASK FOR BETTY
KOSKEY.
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OVERLOOKING SMALL POND, Beautifully
situated In Kings Cove, Rochester, 3 bed-
room, 2 bath beauty. Leave your cares be-
hind you and moves Into this tastefully deco-
rated corner unit condo. Deck off llving
room. Many extras. Don't miss this one.
$119,500. CALL 647-0500 or 338-3500. ASK
FOR OLA DUNN,
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CLEAN AND WELL-MAINTAINED HOME IN
FERNDALE ON PLEASANT TREED STREET.
Blg kitchen, dining room, pantry, den, fin-
ished basement, garage, 1'% lots. 1% baths,
nice home for anybodyl ONLY $33,500,
CALL 540-9700. ASK FOR BILL HAWKINS.

SPARKLING CLEAN, Decorator designed. A
very spaclous llving room wtih fireplace. Ex-
clting open floor plan, Formal dining room.
Bright Kitchen with eating space. Large pti-
vate treed lot, $122,900. CALL 540-9700.
ASK FOR BOB HOLCOMB,

SQUEAKY CLEAN. Completely remodeled
kitchen. Ceramic tila floor. Doorwall leading
from kltchen to a new wood deck. Extremely
waell decorated In neutral tones, Oversized
two car garage. $66,800, CALL 540-9700.
ASK FOR BOB HOLCOMB.
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