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Community center in spotlight

Because revenues often lag behind »rate fund-raiser, which will begin

Farmington Community Center’s
financial problems — and possible
solutions — will be discussed by the
Farmington and Farmington Hills
city councils at 7 p.m. Wednesday.

The joint meeting — scheduled to
discuss proposed jolnt budgets for
agencles, such as the 47th District
Court, that are financed by both cit-
ies — wlll be In the Farmington Hills
council chambers, 31555 11 Mile,

Nancy Finley, board p

cllity's deed — revert to the Farm-
ington Community Library, which Is
financed by both citles.

The center i3 about $18,000 in
debt. With a $300,000 budget, two-
thirds of the revenue comes from
corporate and indlvidual contribu-
tlons and fees charged for classes
and activities. Rentals are expected
1o bring In $42,000, sald Jonathan
Grant, a center director and finan-

bllls coming in, the community cen-
ter draws money against a banking
line of credlt. When revenue comes
in, the draw Is repald. But in the last
couple of years, the center has fallen
‘Into a pattern of drawing agalnst the
credit before It can be repaid; Grant
sald.

Center officlals maintain that
much of the financial problem is due
to

will present the center’s financial
status. The 8,400-square-foot facllity
is at 24705 Farmington, between 10
and 11 Mile.

The city councils are Involved be-
cause the 19-year-old

cial mem-
ber. Grant also is president of the li-
brary's board of trustees.

THE NON-PROFIT community
cenlcr does not receive money from
Fi Hills or the

center could — according to the fa-

sl:ue.

the center recelved about $65, noo
and $60,000 tn 1986, Though $87,000
is budgeted for contributlons this
year, officials doubt that will be
seen.

But center officlals have set a
$35,000 goal for the annual corpo-

Checks thought destroyed
resurface, charges result

Two Detroit-area men face felony
charges In connection with the cash-
ing of $50,000 in glued-together
American Express Travelers Che-
ques that were supposed to be de-
stroyed 12 years ago by a Farming-
ton Hills bank.

On Aug. 5, 1975, American Ex-
press sent 10,000 checks in $20 and
$50 amounts to the National Bank of
Detrolt, 26029 Middlcbelt. About a
month later, American Express
changed thelr accounting procedures
and advised the bank to destroy the
shipment, sald John Anthony, FBE
speclal agent.

When the checks resurfaced about
mld-1986, American Express alerted
the FBL

Investigators belleve a part-time
employce of the bank took home four
shoeboxes of the checks, which had
been torn in hall. He stored them in
his closet. There they stayed for 11
years. “We have no idea why he took
them,” Anthony said.

It's not a federal crime to have
torn travelers checks in your posses-
sion, he added.

IN JANUARY 1986, investigators
believe, the man's son found the
stashed checks. He and fricnds glued
them back together with Elmer’s

Glue. They cashed 1,600 of them, “In
some Instances, signing their own
names,” Anthony said.

“I've seen some of the checks,”
Anthony added. “They did a pretty
good job. Unless you hold them up to
the thl, you couldn't tell they were
glu

Appcarlng April 15 before US.
Maglstrate Paul Komives in Detrolt,
James Hawks, 52, of Wixom and
Mark Flack, 31, of Belleville were
charged with interstate transporta-

tion of stolen property. No pleas
were entered. Komives set bond at
$20,000 for Flack and $15,000 for
Hawks.

Convictlon could bring a penalty
of up flve years in prison and a
$5,000 fine for each time checks
were cashed, Anthony said.

“Investigation Is continulng In an
attempt to Identify others who are
part of the conspiracy,” he said.
“There are other individuals we're
looking at.”

CEMS chief is named

Paul Phelps, Oakland County
Emergency Medical Service and
Emergency Management division
manager for six years, was named

C

o
Medical Servlce Inc.

The announcement came from
Gerson Cooper, Zieger Health Care

ington Hills-based Zieger.
Phelps’ new in-

April 28. The center also has a fund-
raiser for Indlviduals wanting to
contribute to the factlity.

The center also has a speclal fund
— called the Angell Foundation —
that has more than $100,000, which
the center’s board of directors re-
stricted for capital improvements,

OFFICIALS IN Farmington Hills,
which finances the greatest portion
of the library’s annual budget, admit
that taking over the community cen-
ter would be a {Ilnanelal burden.

“We would look to work out the
problems and afd the
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center, but it would be a real burden
for us to take it on as a financlal
commitment,” Farmington Hills
City Manager Willlam Costick sald,
“It would be hard with our charter
limlt (maximum 10 mills).”

Both Grant and Finley hnvc said

VILLAGE MALEl
F—I DAGWOODS

that the center's board of d
do not want to give up the facility,

Speaking as the library board
president, Grant sald he and his l-
brary colleagues don't want to take
over the center, particularly n light
of a planned expanslon of the Hills
branch on 12 Mile.
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clude further development of strate-
gic planning to enhance and improve
corporate operations.

The Lake Orion resldent is presl-
dcnt of the Michigan Association of

Corp. and chief
officer.

Novl-based CEMS, which provides
all levels of ambulance service as
well as non-emergency transport to
many Oakland and western Wayne
communitles, {s a division of Farm-

Medical Services Sys-
tem.! and past prestdent of the Mich-
igan Emergency Medical Service
Coalitlon. He Is active in
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But at Vic Tanny, you don't...

Charter member, you'll get
4% off the membership

$2 million Vic Tanny Club,
opening soon in Novi.
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the court. Because for total
body fitness, racquetball pays.
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Join now and work out on
the latest tournament-play rac-
quetball courts, progressive-
resistance training equipment,
1/11th mile indoor jogging
track, Olympic-style indoor
heated poal, large ca-ed sero-
bic dance reom, tanning salon,
state-of-the-art training
center, whirlpoal, steamn and
sauna rooms and much more.
Separate facilties for men and
women are open seven days 8
week for your convenience.

With 44% off Gold Charter
memberships, Vic Tanny reslly
figures in your future.
women, if fitness is your

acquet, call us today.
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