Cruce prods Senate to

AP — If Lansing were Madrid,
cheerlng crowds would be applaud-
ing wildly, caught up in the conflict,
enjoying the spectacle as the adver-
saries dodge, spln and charge. Ole!

The fIght in the Michigan Capltol

Is far less colorful but just as se-
rious,
No flamb:

the Supreme Court and now the are-
na for the Senate Appropriations
C

ant spectators or amphitheater;
much of the action is In an ornate,
high-celling chamber deslgned for

Blanchard: 65 yes;
Fuzzbusters, no

« Gov. James Blanchard came out
in favor of boosting Michigan's speed
limit to 65 mph on rural interstates,
as long as the state also makes it
illegal to own radar detectors.

Blanchard told a news conference
in Royal Oak that he favors leglsla-
tion boosting the speed limlt on
about 720 miles of rural Interstate
highway in Michigan, but his support
has strings attached.

“I'm inclined to support raislng it
to 65 with other conditlons,” Blanc-
hard said. “I think we need several
provisions on the blll including the
ban on Fuzzbusters.

“The only purpose of a Fuzzbuster
Is to break the law,” he said,

THE STATE Senate has approved
the higher speed limit and attached
to the blll a provision making it flle-
gal to own or sell radar detectors. A
hearing on the bill has been sched-
uled for Aprit 29 by the House Trans-
portation Committee,

The measure would maintain the
55 mph speed Himit for trucks welgh-
ing more than 10,000 pounds. The
speed limlt for urban areas, includ-
Ing interstate highways, also would
remain at 55 mph,

In an earller news conference in
Lansing, Blanchard said he supports
malr]?:lnlnx the speed limit for big
trucks.

“1 think we probably need some
addltional power also [n case there is

Here, under the watchful eyes of
lobbylsts and bureaucrats, lawmak-
ers are shaping the next budget, de-
cldlng the direction state govern-
ment will take in 1988,

Battling a bull might be slmpler,

BUDGET FIGHTS are different
from the usual legislative scuffles,
which can be explained by outlining
the Democratic and Repubtican po-

millions ¥ dollars for thelr home
distrlcts order to free up money
for a statride concern:

Thurgday, April 23, 1887 O&E

{O)11A

“equity program’ for cultural faclli-
tles, historical projects and lbraries.
the

From B position as chairman of
an apppriations subcommlttee,
Cruce lea drive to cut more than
$35 millif out of Gov. James Blane-
hard's spding requests for the de-
partmentef Labor, Commerce and
Licenstngnd Regulatlon.

THE JEZNDING bill ready for
debate win the Senate returns from
its mewﬁ( Easter break:

an energy to

ly move the limit back to 55,” Blanc-
hard said, “Tougher enforcement of
the seat belt laws will be import-
ant.”

THE LEGISLATURE'S most out-
spoken opponent of the proposed ra-
dar detector ban is Sen. Richard Fes-
sler, R-West Bloomfleld.

Alde Rick Simonson sald he was
not surprised by Blanchard’s posi-
tlon because of the stands taken by
Hough and Secretary of State Rich-
ard Austln.

“We remaln convinced that it wilt
be defeated in the House or found un-
constitutional in the courts,” Stmon-
son said.

State Pollce dlrector Gerald
Hough apposes a higher speed limit
but says if approved it should be ac-
companled by & ban on radar detec-
tors, points assessed against drivers'
records for all speeding violatlons,
money to put more officers on speed
enforcement patrols, and the power
to pull over and ticket drivers who
vlolate the state seat belt aw,

Secretary of State Richard Austin
has taken a stmilar stand.

The Associated Press contribut-
ed to this story. i
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equity program account from this
year's $43 million to $40 milllon in
the 1987-88 budget year. The current
version, which I8 likely to be
changed over the next five months,
calls for a $37.7 milllon equlty pro-
gram.

IUs tough for lawmakers who
fought for money for local projects
and campalgned on thelr success in
bringing dollars back from Lansing
to tell constituents they voted to take
some of that money away.

ward school funding

But that's just one facet of this
fight.

EVEN IF lawmakers agree cuts
are justified, there's the matter of
declding where the dollars should go,
Before the House and Senate get
down to argulng over differing prior-
ities, lawmakers in the two cham-
bers have to agree among them-
selves.

Cruce, looking ahead to the ncxt
generation and warnings that chil-
dren must be prepared for high-tech
jobs, favors educatlon.

sitfons. Partisanship plays a part in ® Derg Blanchard's request for
the budget process, but so does phl- a  $3.7 hillion boost for Yes!
losophy and
State Sen. Doug Cruce, R-Troy, a ® Cutfin half s re-
to the Appr quest forf.2 milion to aid Chrysler
Ci Is forclng his Corp.'s Jferson Ozak Technological
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SOMERSET — THE MALI
Big Beaver Rd at Coolide, Troy
Friday 10-9/5aturday 1®/Sunday 12-6
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Gorman's Troy, in association with Sha-
‘bahang Persian Carpets, Ltd. presents an

exclusive showing of:

investment-quality oriental carpets.
, )

“Seminars, exhibit, and sale . . .
Friday, May 1 (10 AM-9 PM)
Saturday, May 2 (10 AM-6 PM)
Sunday, May 3 (12 Noon-5:30 PM).

For additional information, seminar
-hours, and reservations, please call

649-2070.
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