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Magic show is grand finale for Scouts camporee

By Loralne McClleh
staft writer

the Magiclan" slnce he was 12

OHN HOVANESIAN, who has
been billing himself as “John
years old, will perform his

' John Hovaneasian, known as “dohn the Magician” since he was
; 12, works his special sleight of hand when Special Need
' Scouts from throughout the metro area join for a camporee.

chalkboard

special brand of magie for about 200
Special Need Scouts in Clinton Val-
ley Council's Boy Scout Camp
Agawam on the evening of May 8.
His show wlll be the grand finale of a
weckend-long camporee for mental-
ly and physlcnlly hnndicappcﬁ scouts

o

from throughout the metro area.

“John possesses an uncommon
ability to understand and fulfill the
handlcapped scouts’ needs,” said
William Spice, scout executive for
Clinton Valley Council, who asked
Hovanesian to return to the cam-
poree for a repeat performance.

“His affable personality and
warm sense of humor make these
speclal people feel at ease with him,
and thls opens the pathway to
growth and learning for them,"
Spice said.

The Clinton Valley Councl}, which
cencompasses most of Oakland and
Wayne counties, will be assisted in
running the camporee by scouts who
are members of the Order of the Ar-
row, a service fraternity of honored
Boy Scouts.

Hovanestan is an Eagle Seout, a
member of the Qrder of the Arrow

designation this spring. With a major
in chemistry he has earned a perfect,
or 4.0, grade polnt average for in
three consecutive terms.

For many years Hovenesian
carncd money by giving his magic
shows for everything from private
partles to grand-openlngs — for nur-
sery school tots through senlor adult
events,

Some of his shows were used as
fund-raisers by clubs, Children's
birthday partles comprise the bulk
of the magle.show business, but per-
forming at parties for adults is not
unusual,

The magiclan always structures
hls show for his audlence, whether
on-stage or table hopping for close-
up magie tricks and balloon sculpt-
ing. But the doves and the rabblis
are always with him.

Last summer was the first In

many summers when a volunteer job
at Grace Hospitai in Detroit tock
priority over the magic business.

“The experience I gained there,
working with the patients most cer-
tainly alded me in understanding the
handicapped — as well as in my pur-
suit of a medical career,” he sald.

Throughout his career as a magi-
cian, he has always mixed charglng
for a performance with benefits, For
the most part his benefit perfor-
mances have leaned toward scouts
and scoutlng and through churches
after his training In “Christian Mag-
e

FOR THE FIRST time Boy Scouts
from the troop organized in Farm-
ington Trainlng Center will be at-

tendlng Clinton Valley’s camporee.
This troop Is comprised of mentally

boys who follow a program dul&r‘md
specifically for them to find avenues
of growth and fulfillment, which are
stmilar to the goals of all scouts.

Hovenansian Is a member of In-
ternational Brotherhood of Magi-
clans, the Soclety of American Magi-
cians and Fellowship of Christian
Magicians.

Several years ago he was given an
award In Colon, Mlch.,, sometimes
known as The Magic Capital of the
World, in competition with other
professlonal magiclans of all ages
{from throughout the country.

For performances he can be
reached by calllng 474-3770.

and assistant for Troop
179 in Farmington.

On hand to asslst at the camporee
will be several scouts from Troop
179, the troop's junlor assistant
scoutmaster Dan Valdez, who is also
the chapter chle! of Order of the Ar-
row's Ottawa Chapter, and the
troop's scoutmaster Charles Wil-
liams.

“John stole the hearts of all the
Special Need Scouts last year,” Wil
llams said. “It’s a great eredit to our
troop to have such a talented adult
leader.”

HOVENESIAN'S talents In work-
ing with Special Need Scouts — and
pulling a rabblt out of a hat — ex-
tend to his studies at Untversity of
Michigan.

Now 20 years old and an honors
college premedical student, he was
given the James B. Angell Scholar
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Chalkboard lists events that will take place in Farmington Public Schools through the week. The
calendar s compiled by Paul Barber, the schools' music coardinator who can be reached at 471-6441.

date school event time location tee
Apr. 27 All School reconvenes am. schools

Apr.29 Power Spring vocal concert 7:30p.m.  gym $1.50
Apr. 29 Stafl Appleworks: spreadsheat 4 p.m. NFH Rm 217 free
Apr.30 NFHS Chess Club 8p.m. Aud. free
Apr.30 NFHS Spring Instrumental concert 8p.m. aud. $1.50
Apr. 30 Wood Creek Live trom Mr. Wizard presentation 1 p.m. gym free

Reye’s Syndrome - aspirin
link confirmed in study

A new multicenter study proves
the link between the development of
Reye's Syndrome and the use of aspl-
rin for treating such iflnesses, the

. National Reye's Syndrome Founda-

tion has annnunced

toms of influenza-like illnesses,
chicken pox and colds,” said Thomas
P. Price, executive director of the
aational foundatlon.

“Parents of young people who
take thelr own medicatlons shoutd be
aware and cautlous of the

The study, pub in the April

issue of the Journal of the American

Medical Assoclation, found that
more than 90 percent of the children

. and young adults with Reye's Syn-
. drome had been exposed to sall-

cylates — any salts or organic com-
pounds of salleylic acld — during a
recent {llness. Salicylle acld is a

. crystalllne compound, as in aspirln.

“The results of this very import-
ant study confirm our positlon that
aspirln and asplrin-containing prod-
ucts should not be glven to children

. and young adults for treating symp-
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y
evidence of this study and speak to
their chlldren who are self-medicat-
ing, warning them of the risk of tak-
Ing aspirin,” he sald.

REYE'S SYNDROME s a serious
and often fatal disease that has been
assoclated with the flu, chicken pox
or an upper resplratory Jliness. It af-
{ects children from Infancy through
young adulthood.

‘The disease can develop from
three 1o flve days after the onset of
the flu, chicken pox, an upper respi-
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ratory lliness or other viral infec-
tion. It affects all organs of the body,
but predominantly the liver and
brain. It is non-contaglous and is of-
ten misdlagnosed as encephalltis, dl-
abetes, drug overdose or sudden In-
fant death.

IN THE study, data from 70 pedla-
trle care centers and the Center of
Disease Control, Atlanta, compared
histories of 27 cases of Reye's Syn-
drome with those of 140 controls
from January 1985 through May
1986,

Controls were matched for age,
race and type and timing of onset of
{llness. Twenty-six of the 27 cases of
Reye's Syndrome occurred in chl)-
dren who had taken salicylates, the
study sald.
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I can’t lose enough weight
summer.
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Waight Watchers® could help you outfit yourseli wilh a slimmer,

two ferrific programs 10 our new, improved Quick Start®
Plus Plan that makes Josing woight faster and easier than ever'
First, there's a Self-Biscovery plan that helps you overcome your

Thon, theres an opncnal exercise plan that lets you walk-jog-

ur own pace.
/sight Watchers ouls!andmg group
support and liberal food plan and your body could be in
great shape by the lime the beaches open.

There’s just not enough
ood

Now you'll be able to lose weight and have plenty to eat all the time
woved Quick Stast Plus Prog

your favorite f00ds from pizza o pasta.. tequila to tortillas,..even a
dish of real ice cream, now and then. Weight Watchers says: eat,

drink and be thinner!

Join Weight Watchers

Now for Only...
Registration Fee 313.00
First Meeting Fee $ 700
Regular Price .$20.00
YOU SAVE.... $10.00

Offer Ends May 16, 1987

“WHAT’S YOUR EXCUSE
FOR NOT LOSING WEIGHT?”
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Come to the Weight Watchers meeting nearest you.
FOR NEW MEMBERS: PLEASE ARRIVE ONE HOUR EARLY FOR REGISTRATION AND WEIGH-IN.
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