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Parents gear for a safe graduatlon season

By Cesoy Hans
stalf writer

As graduation nears, bigh school
students using drugs, drinking alco-
ho! and driving becomes a commun!-
ty concern.

‘Farmington as a community wants
these kids to have a good time and a
safe time — a drug-free time.’

A recent college study revealed a —_— i
drunken person is 100 yﬂ.mes more lely NICO/E}G
likely to dle in a car crash than a Committee for
sober person. Juvenile Justice
While Fnrmlnglunvnrea parents
night par-
tles for hlgh 5chool senlors to ad-  fic section supervisor. Fifteen high school districts in the

dress the issue, police, school groups

and others with a community inter-
est also get involved.

A New York college study found

the sixth beer or wine cooler is the

** dramatic drink when it comes to the

' "chanca of being killed in a car

ash,

Wlﬂl four or five drinks, a teenag-

““er Increases k 10 (imes, The
* stxth drink sends the risk soaring to
100 times more likely than a sober
teen.

ONE LOCAL parent group has ad-
dressed the problem in the Farming-
ton primarily through education and
working with the school distriet.

Farmington Families In Action —
a longtime supporter of student par-
tles without drugs and alcohol —
llnnnclally supports all the all-night

parties, past p
Bclty Nlcolay said.

Another community group, the re-
cently formed Committee for Juve-
nile Justice, plans to publish a pam-
phlet for high school senlors about
the responsibilities and laws involv-
ing substance abuse.

“These kids need a unifled mes-
sage from the community,” said Ni-
colay, also a member of the CJJ

.+ group.
“Farmington as a community

. wants these kids to have a good time

and a safe time — a drug-free time.”

‘THE GROUP'S brochure could be
given to individual students, or used
in student group presentations, such
as the ones scheduled for North
Farmington students on May 8.

Small groups of seniors will meet
with stalf members to discuss stu-
dent responsibility as prom and
graduation season nears, Norm Dix-
on said.

Events such as school-sponsored
dances and all-night graduation par-
ties “give the kids a place to g0
where they don't feel pressured,”
sald Dlxon, who is a committee
member and assistant principal at
North Farmington High School.

are also

1 can speak from our experi-
ence,” he said. “The schools have
made a concerted effort ... to
make students aware, They're actu-
ally spendlug time on the materials.

"It hasn't resolved the problem,
but there has been a definite Im-
pact.”

The police stay in contact with the
schools, so dates of specific student
actlvl'.c: can be noted and problems
avel

From MA to August, most of the
Hills patrol u placed on afternoon,
early evening and midnight shifts w
handle any problems.

TWO OFFI from Farming-
ton Hills were trained In the national
“Scared Stiff” program, a “‘one-time,
high-impact program” for students.
‘The Hills has proposed the program
to Farmington schools and local pa-
rochial high schools, which are con-
sidering it ~ probably for the next
school year, he satd.

metro Detroit area, including South-
fleld and Bloomfleld Hills, and 800
schoo]s nationally have used the pro-

No tccnuge deaths due to drinking
and driving have been reporied by
ml:ols using the program, Cranston
sal

Cranston hopes local schools par-
ticipate in the program. Across the
nation, other suggestlons are being
nade,

Teenagers ‘“grossly underesti-
mate” thelr chances of being killed
in a car crash after they've been
dr::klng. professor Charles Phelps
said.

A public pollcy anaiyst at Roches-
ter (N.Y.) University, Phelps is pro-
posing putting a warning label, simi-
lar to those on clgarette packs, on
every can of beer or wine cooler bot-
tle — the most popular alcoholk

beverages with teens, he said.
The label would read: “WARN-

“It's a very
traumatlc program," he sald,

highly

Please turn to Page 4

At iast yoar's graduation party at North Farmington High School, acnior Valerio Rimatzki (left)
signs Anton Lucgjonaj's yearbook.

Public support key to parties’ success

By Casey Hans
staff writer

Parents want to glve seniors from
the Class of '87 a gift they'll never
forget.

Groups of parents at three local
public high schools — Farmington,
Harrison and North Farmingto:
are well on the way to planning all-
night graduation parties to be held in
cach school building. Organizers said
they are hoping for up to 90 percent
attendance.

Each party follows graduation
ceremonies at Ford Auditorium in
downtown Detroit:

o Harrison High School's “Beach
Party” will be held Tuesday, June 9.
Doors will open at 10 p.m.

¢ North Farmington High
School’s “Bon Voyage" will be held

held with parents, where school ad-
minlstrators, local police and mem-
bers of Farmlington Familles in Ac-
tion speak to parents about thelr re-
sponsibilitles, Laws, including the
local host party erdinance, are de-
taited.

HIGH SCHOOL administrators
and parent groups have helped de-
erease problems during the gradua-
tion season — one of the Farmington

: Hllls police department's bustest
- times, sald Sgt. Ray Cranston, traf-

June 10. Doou will be
open from 10:45-11: 30 p.

® Farmington ngh School’s
“Endless Summer” will be held
Thursday, June 11. Doors will be
open from 11 p,m. to midnight.

The partles will end at 5 am,, or-
ganizers sald.

“THE SUCCESS of the party de-
pends on how well the parents sup-
port it,” sald Harrison co-chalrman
Jim Culbertson. "They key is the
parent involvement and parent con-

tribution, We want it to be an enjoy-
able, all-encompassing 13th hour of
senlor year,”

Also a key to the partles is the
community contribution. Pareats
will spend the mext several wecks
knocking on doors within their re-
spective high school boundaries to
obtaln dopations of gifts, food and

cash. Both senior parents and local
merchants will be asked to help, or-
ganizers said. Booster clubs at both
North Farmington and Farmington
High have donated between $150 and
$425 for past partles.

The partles are endorsed by the
Flrmlngton/Furmlnalon Hms
Chamber of Commerce.

Seniors enjoy. everything from
palm readers, to casinos and dunk
tanks, to use of the school pool at

be-

after graduatlon, sald assistant su-
perintendent Lynn Nutter, who was
an administrater at North when the
first party was planned. “We were
worried about their safety.”

The senjor party was coordinated
by a parent advisory group, which
had formed at North, Although "it
seemed llke a massive undertaking”
at the time, Nutter sald the flrst par-
ty was a success and continued as an
annual tradition.

Not only do parents {from the three
schools share Ideas, but parents
from other districts are calling as

well.

A parent from Waterford Ketter-
ing High School contacted Jody
Smith, a co-chairwoman of Farm-

Ington High's party. “The pareats re-
ally do care ~ it’s really nice,” she
said.

“Parents come out of the wood-
work . . . right up untll the end,”
Barb Howell, also of Farmington
High, added.

As the countdown to June beglns,
parents are busy collecting money
and booking entertainment — and
still looking for & few more volun-
teers, About two thirds of the pamnt
“work slots” at the gh
schools are already ﬂllcd. the par-
eats

Organlzera at Harrison face some
uncertainty aBout thelr party’s loca-
tion — the district is currently in the
process of re-doing the gymuasinm

floor.

Culbertson said he can't get any
answers, which is affecting the par-
ent planning.

“They can’t tell us until mid-May
whether we'll even have the gym,”
he sald. “We don't even know
whether we can have a moonwalk.”

Parents or merchants who wish to
help or donate money or gifts can
contact those chairing the commlt-
tees at thelr respective schools:

® Harrison: Jim and Sharon Cul-
ber'un. 474-4842,

‘al gton: Barb Howell, 477-
5805 or Jody Smith, 478-4497.

® North: Carolyn Lowe, 661-5634;
Jack Whiteman, 553-9287; or Linda
Gunderson, 553-0728..

their parties. F
gana tradluon of lmlzﬂng a hnlloon
1ift at dawn, as the party ends.
is will be NOru| Farmlngtons
11th all-night graduation party, and
the third for both Harrison and
Farmington. Parents credlt Farm-
ington Familles in Action and past
president Betty Nlcolay for involv-
ing Harrison and Farinington —
keeping senlors off the street gradu-
ation night and helping them to have
a good time,
“WE HAD a great concern with
students being out on the highway"

By Casoy Hans
staff writer

While some national educators
critlelze students weorking late
hours on school nights, one local
administrator said Farmington's
co-op program helps students avold
such problems.

Students not
involved In the
district’'s co-op
program don't
have this benefit,
however, sald
June Kilmer, a
co-op coordina- | "
tor for the d
Farmington dis-
trict.

There
many students who obtain work
permits and find employment on
their own, who must monitor their
own worklng time.

All employers must abide by {ed-
eral and state labor laws. Students
18 or older can work unti) 10:30
pm. on school nights and 11:30 on
non-school nights, Kilmer sald.
Some employers, especially restau-
rants, apply for hour deviations
from the labor department to allow
students to work later.

Weckly reports of student hours
are monitored with Farmington's
co-op program. If Kilmer spots a
problem with hours, it can be han-
dled immediately. “Students turn
in reports, and we review those,”
she sald,

It's important that such co-op
jobs be monitored since co-op pro-
grams are absolved from foilowing
some labor laws because the jobs
are considered a “continulng of the
school day,” she added.

7§

June Kilmer
e

“THERE ARE some incidences
wherc it (working long hours) hap-
pens,” Kllmer sald. Preventing it
from happening “Is just a matter of

using common sense. They're stu-
dents number one, and workers
second.”

Some educators are concerned
that parents are allowing high
schoo) students to work long, late
hours at outside jobs, which can
hurt the quality of the students’
classroom work.

It Is a growing worry for these
educators and youth counselors, as
Increasing numbers of high school
students are lured by part-time
jobs that provide money to subsi-

ize cars, social lives and other
concerns.

“Parents should set limits on
working hours, depending on what
they think the child can bandle,"
sald Peg Barradale of the National
Child Labor Committee, a youth
advocacy organization.

“We believe up to a 12-hour
week can be a good thing for kids;
maybe 20 hours per week, includ-
ing weekends, for the bright stu-
dent who can handle it.”

As a professional, and parent of
five, Kilmer agrees that parents
must monitor the sltuation. “Par-
ents need to ask more questions,”
she said. “They (students) need to
be ﬁlm and rested in the morn-
ing.’

CHIEF COUNSEL for the Na-
tlonal Child Labor Committee, Do-
rianne Beyer, sald the “complaint
system” of regulating child labor
laws is Ineffective because
places the burden on the child,

“We belleve the laws are sirict
enough, but we favor more Intense
enforcement, of which there is vir-
tually none.”

Barbara Kabcenell, a private
student counselor in Farmington
Hiils, sees some clients with late
work hour problems, which does In-
terfere with achoolwork. She sug-
gests parents Intercede If a student
can’t handle the employer.

Co-op work
It helps to keep hours reasonable

“A whole pot of stuff {s uncov-
ered,” she said. Some! , CO-
warkers don't understand why the
student is seemingly getting spe-
clal attention from the employer,
“It looks like preferental treat-
ment.”

Today's students are being
"pu!led in all directions” Kabcenell
dded, I think, especially If they
are college bound they need to
keep their grades up“‘ She recom-
mends working no more than 20
hours per week, and that's for the
best student.
“A good balance is really what
they have to attain,” she added.

NATIONWIDE, NEARLY 45
percent of those between 16 and 19
are employed, mostly at part-time
or summer jobs, the U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics reports.

The bureau cited statistics In one
state, where the number of work
permits issued to those under 18
jumped from 70,281 In 1984 to
84,119 In 1986.

At North Farmington High
School in Farmington Hills, where
Kilmer did a recent student survey,
most working students were em-
ployed in the food service Industry
— the type of job to most likely
require more late-night hours. The
second highest number worked in
the marketing, or sales, arca.

Most working students use their
part-time jobs to subsidize cars,
wardrobes and social lives, accord-
Ing to researchers.

In one study, Jerald Bachman of
the Unlversity of Michlgan, found
that 62 percent of college-bound
high school scniors put some of
thelr checks aslde for tuition, but
only 15 percent saved most of their
earnings.

Associated Press contributed
to this report.

YOung individualists

Baby Dior prints
make top fashion
news for the tiniest
trendsetter. Blue
sailboats or pink bows
on white knit. See
our spring collection.

Clockwise: Easy-moving
bodysuit of cotton.
Infants’ sizes S-M-L, 810,
Drawstring gown, Soft
polyester. One size, S$11,
Receiving blanket of
cotton. 30x40", §16.

Jacobson's

Shop until 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
until 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday




