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Second of a series.

Bed and breakfast accommoda-
tions are sweeplng the South, as they
are sweeping the rest of the country.
You will find them in everything
from log cabins to antebellum plan-
tations.

Last week I told you about bed and
breakfast accommodations in plan-
tations along the River Road be-
tween Baton Rouge and New Or-
leans. This week, we cover the plan-
tatlon B&Bs in_Fellclana Parish,
north of Baton Rouge in the arca
around St. Francisville.

David King Gleason, who wrote
and photographed plantations of
Louisiana and the Natchez area,
published by University of Lovislana
Press, called this period the “brief
flowering of the unique

1f you would like to overnlght in or
near what remalns of that plantation
life, here's a list. T have not actually
visited any of these places except
Millbank, but I have it on good au-
thority that the B and B experience
is worth exploring here just asitis in
the places | visited south of Baton
Rouge.

MILLBANK IS an .antebellum
mansion originally built as the Clin-
ton Port Hudson Rallroad Banklng
House in 1836. It is now owned,
along with the nearby Bear Corners
Restaurant, by Leroy Harvey and
stands amld the downtown streets of
Jackson, La. Millbank s on the Na-
tlonal Register of Historic Places,

There are five graclous guest
rooms on the two floors of the house,

of the Old South.”

‘These plantations north of Baton
Rouge were usually cotton planta-
tions. Sugar was more profitable but
it was more vulnerable to frost and
flood, s0 sugar was usually grown
south of the 30th parallel.

When the cotton gin, the sugar
mill and the

made fertile Mississippi river land
accessible during the flrst quarter of
the 19th century, planters came
from the east and made fortunes
overnlght. They brought a luxury life
style with them.

Past lives

This in not the kind of

which is in ac-
cordance with its history, The rates
are $75 downstairs and $65 upstalrs
{or the room plus a full country
breakfast.

Contact Mfllbank, 102 Bank St.,
Jacksan, LA 70748 or telephone (504)
624-5901.

ASPHODEL PLANTATION, bullt
in 1830, is In the same area, The
Couhig family of St. Francisville
bought it and moved in in 1958,
There are now 18 guest rooms, a gift
shop and restaurant on the site.

‘The house has a pltched roof and
the columned porch usually assoctat-

‘ﬁ one-of-

-a-kind traveler

N 5 fris Jones

cantributing travel editor

ed with an early simpler plantation
style. Accommodatlons are In cal
Ins. Contact Asphodel Plantation,
Highway 68, Jackson, LA or tele-
phone (504) 654-6868.

THE MYRTLES in St. Francis-
ville has its own ghost, and holds

COTTAGE PLANTATION, also in
St. Francisville, was bullt between
1795 and 1850. It is one of the few
remaining ecomplete antebellum
plantations in the South,

Accommodatlons are in the plan-
tatlon house. Contact Cottage Plan-
lauon Cottage Lane at U.S. 61, St.

and mystery

that re-enact the murder that o
curred In the house. The origlnal
part of the house was built in 1798,
an addition in 1851,

The house is known for the intrl-
cate ornameatal lronwork on ts
long, wide

LA 70775. Call (504)
635-3674.

MOUNT HOPE, in what Is calied
the “Dutch Highlands” arca of Baton
Rouge, is an excellent example of &
charming and beautifully kept 19th

tons are in the house and in an an-
nex, Contact The Myrtles Plantation,
P.0, Box 387, St. Francisville, LA
70788 or call (504) 545-2730.

CATALPA, also in St. Franclsville
has only two bedrooms for guests.
‘The park surrounding the home ls set
with live oaks planted in 1814.

Contact Catalpa, P.0, Box 131, St.
Franclsville, LA 70775.

in Audubon area

Area. Huﬂge! cuts havo recently

house you saw In the move “Gone
With The Wind,” where the carriage
road leads through 100-year-old live
oaks to a white-pillared Greek Revi-
val mansion.

You enter Oakley Plantation
House past a split rail fence and
through a cypress picket gate, the
kind that was common in the 1790s,
during the time of Spanish land
grants,

The fatboats had already started
gathering, and the ploneer bars were
open, at Bayou Sarah, near St
Francisville, but most of the great
sugar_plantations hadn't been bullt
yet. That era didn't begin until the
steamboat era of the 1800's.

The era of painter James J. Audu-
bon was also half a century ahead, as
were the tall tales told about the
beautiful Ellza, the Scarlet O'Hara
of Fellciana Parish.

This area on the west side of the
Mississippi River was part of Spain
in 1789, when a Carolina planter
called Ruffin Gray acquired 5,656
acres for a cotton plantation north of
Baton Rouge. His widow Lucretia
marrled James Pirie, and together
they built the 12-room plantation
house that still stands in its original
form on 100 surviving acres of land.

‘The house stayed io the family un-
thl the Louisiana bought it in 1947,
The house and grounds are now the
Audubon State Commemorative

closed L, '3 sevel
rative parks but they nre scheduled
to reopen to the public in July,

Most of the old plnnmuom that
survive from the 18th eentury were
origlnally four-room cottages, which
grew grander with the years, but
‘Oakley stands now as it stood almost
two ceaturles ago, a square white
wooden house on a high brick base-
ment, with cool shuttered porches in
the West Indies style.

Eliza, the famous davghter of Lu-
cretia and James Pirie, was respon-
sible for the fact that James J. Au-
dubon first came to Feliclana Par-
Ish. She was 16 when Audubon was
hired as her tutor and began his long
love affair with the birds and ani-
mals of Louislana. A collection of his
original flrst editlon prints are dls-
played in the house.

Audubon spent 3¢ years painting
in the area, and left his work on
many of the plantation walls in and
around St. Francisville. St. Francis-
ville was and Is the heart of planta-
tion country. It was built on a ridge
above Bayou Sarah and has been
called 'the town that ks two miles
lang and two blocks wide.”

The plantation houses that range
along the river on elther side of
town, are often histarically connect-
cd. Anyone who has visited Oakley
House, for example, knows the story
of the beauteous Eliza. Eliza bhad
three husbands.

- A vistor strolls through the garden at Rmadovm Plantullon

near St. Francisvifle, La,

The {Irst one, Robert Barrow of a
Highland Plantation, carrled his new
bride across the flooded Homochitto
Bayou and dled of pneumonia slx
wecks later.

The second husband was the Rev-
erend William R. Bowman, first rec-
tor of Grace Eplscopal Church,
which still stands among flowering
bushes and live oaks in St, Francis-
ville. Her third husband was a Penn-
sylvantan,

Eliza’s son married a lady called

century . Not the tall
square red brick style we have in
Michigan, but a graceful Acadian
style, with sloped roof and verandah,

Idrove past the house and was im-
pressed with Its setting amid green
grass and live oak trees on a beauti-
ful residentlal street. Contact Mount
Hope, 8151 Highland Road, Baton
Rouge, LA 70808 or call (504) 766-
8600.

BARROW HOUSE, In the heart of
St. Franclsville Is not what we think
of as a plantation house, but it Is a
charming two-story home built in
1809 and offering bed and breakfast
on historlc Royal Street.

All rooms have balconies over-
looking the street. Contact Barrow
House, 524 Royal Street, P.O, Box
1461, St. Francisville, LA 70775 or
telephone (504) 635-4781.

For information on plantation
homes and other attractions, contact

d isa 's de-

the Baton Rouge Area Ct
and Visitors Bureau, P.0. Drawer
4149, Baton Rough, LA 70821, Tele-
phone (504) 383-1825,

light, especlally whcn the nulcas
are out. They photograph down the
avenue of live oaks to the great

ed and breakfast in Felncnana Parish

photos by IRIS SANDE‘RS‘ON JONES
Live oak trees form an archway over the carriage path at Rose-
down Plantation, built in 1835 by wealthy cotton planter Daniel
Barrow.

house, wlth it pillared porches rising
above geometric gardens and sur-
rounded by gazebos, marble statues
and plcturesque outbuildings,

Sarah, from
not far from Oakley Plantation. The

t white house at Rosedown, with
its enclrcling porches, is first viewed
down a dramatic tunnel of live oaks.
Like most .of Louisiana plantation
houses, it is built of cypress wood,
which doesn't decay and reslsts ter-
mltes.

Rosedown was built in 1835 by
wealthy cotton planter Danlel Bar-
row. His wife Martha built a 17th
century garden in the Louisiana wil-
derness. The plantation was bought
and restored in 1958 by Catherine
Fondren Underwood of Houston,
Texas, who returned it to its mid-
1800's beauty and now shows it as a
museum of the lavish southern way
of life before the Civil War.

For more igformation on planta-
tlons and other attractions in the Ba-
ton Rouge area, contact Baton
Rouge Arca Conventlon and Visitors
Bureau, Drawer 4149, Baton Rouge,
La. 70821 or telephone (504) 383-
1825,
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Elegance & Excellence
Lodging & Fine Dining
Weekend Package
available

TISTORIC INN & MEETING CENTER
1581 South Washington Avenue
Saginaw, Michigan « 48601
517-752-3939

*Your" Price Includes:

“Your” Price Inciudes:

{313) 278-4102

* Air Transportation on scheduted airlines with in-flight meals
« To-Your-Room baggage handiing
*+ Hotet/ Airport transters (in California)

» Air Transportation on scheduled airines with in-1light meals
«To-Your-Room baggage handling
=Hotel/ Airport transters (In Calitornla)

Palm Sptings  Calico Ghost Town LosA

24824 MICHIGAN AVENUE
DEARBORN, M1 48124

VACATION
PLANNER
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CALIFORNIA

GOLDEN COST TOUR——8 DAYS

$439 compLere PER PERSON
ased on Doubie Occupancy

Ba:
From Detroit Metropolitan Alrport

DEPARTS TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 1987-RETURNS WEONESOAY, AUGUST 19, 1987
DEPARTS TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1988-RETUANS WEDNESCAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1980

From Detroit Metropolitan Airport

OEPARTS TUESDAY. SEPTEMBER 1, 1987-RETURNS WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 1907
OEPARTS TUESDAY, JANUARY S, 988-RETURNS WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5, 1988

OUSTHANY (/] -

it 1ho detalis and applications for the following tour:

& CALIFORNIA GOLDEN COAST TOUR
TJ CALIFORNIA GOLD WEST TOUR

NAME:

+Hoatel Accommodations
*Sight-secing and special events
«Entrance fees

»Fully Escorted

8an Francisco  Buelffon/Solvang Los Ange

GOLDEN WEST TOUR——8 DAYS

$
439 compLere PeR PERSON
Based on Double Occupancy

*Holel Accommodations
+Sight-secing and special avents
«Entrance foes

*Fully Escorted

nge/es Hal/yWaod

les  Hollywood

ADDRESS:

CITY:

ZIP.

PHONE:

STATE:




