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upcoming
things to do

@ CHILDREN'S SHOW

An orlginal musical production
for children titled “Mommie
Drives a Dump Truck"” will be per-
formed by Other Things & Co. 1-2
p.m. Saturday, May 2, at the Com-
munity House in Birmingham. The
program for children in grades K-6
includes audlence participation.
Tickets at $3 are avallable at the
Community House. Children under
5 must be accompanied by an
adult, For more Information, call
644-5632.

© NIGHT OUT

The Sun Messengers, a Detrolt-
area band, will piay at Bates Street
Night Out from 9 p.m. to 1 am.
‘Thursday, May 7, at the Commui
ty House in Birmingham. The 11-
piece band plays music for llsten-
ing and dancing. Tickets to the
monthly soclal evening for adults
are $5. Tickels are available at the
door or by calling 644-5832.

® ARMY BAND

The five-star 389th Army Band
will give a free two-hour concert
and show at 8 p.m. Wednesday,
May 8, at Varner Recital Hall on
the Oakland University campus in
Rochester Hills, The program is
part of a cross-country tour to cele-
brate the Constitution Bicentennial
and the 25th anniversary of the
birth of the Army Materiel Com-
mand. The program at Varner Hall
will be a potpourri of 200 years of
American music. Free tickets are
available by calllng the universl-
ty's box offlce at 370-3013 any
weckday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

@ INNER LIGHT

Stefan Kukurugya and Paul
Vornhagen will appear In concert
at 2 p.m. Sunday, May 3, at Harmo-
ny House Records of Birmingham.
The Inner Light Recnrdx recordlng
artists also will gh ris in the

folk slngers, May 10; Eddie
DeSantis, easy swing and the big
band sound, May 17; the Marvin
Kahn Trio, jazz, May 24, and the
George Benson Trio, jazz, May 31.

@ TALENT TAPESTRY
Students from the Warren Con-

solidated School District are dls-

playing and artistic

Intimate
Set is extended
into audience

By Arlene Funke
apeclal wrlter

and ecultural talents during the
“Tapestry of Talents" show Thurs-
day, April 30, through Saturday,
May 2, at Oakland Mall in Troy.
Among the muslea) talent will be
high school stage bands, varsity
choirs, handbell cholrs, solo and en-
semble groups, and elementary
music groups. Artwork and voca-
tional art also will be featured,

® OUTDOOR SHOW

St. Dunstan's Gulld of Cranbrook
will present the musical “Okizho-
ma!" lor its annual outdoor show at
9 pm. June 4-

HE TINY PLAYHOUSE of
the Theatre Gulld of Livo-
nia-Redford will become
even more intimate with

the production of “Brighton Beach
Memoirs,” opening this weekend.

The play, a Nell Slmon comedy hit
on Broadway a few seasans back, is
the story of a Jewish family coping
with life during the Great Depres-
slon. It is an autoblographical story
of Simon’s boyhood.

Seme of the action takes place in
the front yard, where 15.year-old
Eugene Jerome plays baseball and

aboul

P
8, at thc Greek Theatre at Cran-
brook In Bloomfield Hills. For tick-
ets, call 644-0527.

@ AT MURDOCK'S

Fast Clly wlll play jazz from
‘Thursday, May 7, through Satur-
day, Mey 16, at Murdock’a in Ro-
chester Hills, The next attraction
will be Alexander Zonjle, with jazz,
Thursday, May 21, through Satur-
day, June 27.

® SPRING FESTIVAL

‘The 10th annual St. Pat's Spring
Festival will be held from 2-8 p.m.
Sunday, April 26, at St. Patrick's
Senlor Center In Detroit. Seven
hours of continuous Irish entertain-
ment will be offered in two loca-
tions. Among groups performing
are New Old Stock, a Sprig of Ire-
land, Larry Larson/Ed McGlin-
chey, Jack Cahill/Kevin Murphy,
Jim Perkins, Chowder Soclety,

area at 2 p.m. Sunday, May 17, at
Harmony House in Rochester Hills
and 2 p.m. Saturday, May 30, at
Harmony House in Farmington
Hills, The free concerts eelebrate
release of the duo's new album,
“Enlightened Sector.”

® WILL-O-WAY SHOW

Philip Martin of Hazel Park
stars as Mel Edison, lead role in
the Neil Simon comedy “The Pris-
oner of Sccond Avenue,” at 8:30
pm. Fridays-Saturdays through
May 9 at Will-O-Way Theatre in
Birmingham. Martin replaces Dale
Bishop of Birmingham, who was
killed Saturday in a car crash,
Each Saturday night show is fol-
lowed by an afterglow, open to all
theatergoers attending that per-

For ticket

call 644-4418.

@ SUNDAY CONCERTS
Dennis Vernler, vocallst, guitar-
ist and song stylist, will give a free
concert 24 p.m. Sunday at the Cen-
ter Court of Somerset Mall in Troy.
Other concerts in the Sunday series
Include Borkowski and Resochackl,

ltic
Pipes & Drums, Jim Buckingham,
Murphy's Men, Charlle Taylor,
Marty Burke, Tanist and Pat’s Peo-
ple. Admission is $3 for adults, $1
for “the older children.”

® DOWNTOWN HOEDOWN

‘The Budweiser Downtown Hoe-
down will be held Friday-Sunday,
May 8-10, at Hart Plaza on De-
troit’s riverfront. The event is the
world's largest free celebration of
country music. Stars include Crys-
tal Gayle, Ricky Skaggs, Lee
Greenwood and the Charlle Danlels
Band, as well as local talent. Enr-
ertaiiment begins each day at noon
and continues until 11 p.m. For
schedule and performance infor-
matlon, call 259-9659,

® CINEMA SOCIETY

The Royal Oak Cinema Society
will have a new home, moving
from the Royal Oak Public Library
to the Main Theatre, starting Fri-
day, May 15. A five-week repertory
series of 35-mm films offers titles
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a major
league star, Assistant director Tom
Hinks said the set has been extended
beyond the stage to the ficor of the
125-seat theater, where the “front
yard” will be located,

“The audience will really feel they
are participating,” sald Hinks of
Plymouth, a computer programmer
at Unisys.

“THE ENTIRE STAGE is needed
for the living room, dining room and
bedroom,” he added. “A great deal
of the play takes place in the froat
yard, With the closencss of the the-
ater, we are golng to have some au-
dience members practically on the
same team with (Eugene).”

The comedy will be presented at 8
p.m. Fridays-Saturdays, May 1-2 and
8-9, at the Theatre Guild of Livonia-
Redford playhouse on Beech Daly,
south of Five Mile Road in Redford
Township. Tickets are $6. For ticket
Informatlon, call 522-8057,

“A love letter to the author's past”
i3 how the theater group's publicity
describes “Brighton Beach Mem-
oirs.” The play offers a serfes of vig-
nettes about the Jerome family, who
live In Brighton Beach, a somewhat
poor section of Brookiyn. Times are
very tough.

Eugene, who is both the lead char-
acter and narrator, is played by 15-
year-old Vito Guerra of Southfleld.
Guerra, a 10th grade student at
Brother Rice High School in Bir-
mingham, began acting at age 4. He
is a veteran of some 25 school and

15-year-old,” Guerra sald. “I can re-
late to him. He is a fun character.”

GUERRA DEPICTS a Eugene
who Is both exasperating and
endearing. He Is a wiseacre, ob-
sessed with sports and brimming
with curiosity about female anato-

my.

But under Eugens's flippant
demeanor Is a youth who deeply
cares about his struggling family.
His narration fleshes out the dla-
logue and carries the story along.

The object of Eugene’s buddlng
sexual interest in his cousin Nora,
played by Kathleen L. Lietz of Red-
ford. Nora is a pretty, star-struck
tecnager who faces an opportunity
to join a Broadway play.

David Berg of Huntington Woods
plays Jack, Eugene's father, working
himself to exhaustlon to earn enough
money to support his family. Pat
Varga of Warren is Kate, Eugene's
harried, loving mother.

Joban Battle of Detroit plays Stan-
ley, the elder son who s about to Jose
his job, Blanche, Kate's sister, a sfck-
ly widow, is playcd by Sue Deloster
of Lincoln Park.

Amy Rosenthal of Detroit por-
trays Laurle, Nora's kid sister, The

BILL BRESLER/staff. Dhmonrlpnor

Vito Querra, 15, of Southfield plays the lead role of Eugene, o
character based on Neil Simon himself in the playwright's au-
toblographical play “Brighton Beach Memolrs" at the Theatre
Guild of Livonia-Redford.

with such groups as the Michigan
Opera Theater, the Detroit Reperto-
ry Theater, the Peanut Butter Play-
ers and the Lathrup Youth Theater.

This Is the second time Guerra has
appeared in “Brighton Beach Mem-
oirs.” His ecarller appearance was
during a school play.

“I like this because it is a realistic

For ite of

olrs,” the Theatre Guild of Livonia-Redford
has extended its set to the floor of the 125-
seat theater In Redford. The set recraates Neil

— living room, dining room, bedrooms and
even the front yard. Performances of the
comedy will be given at 8 p.m. Fridays-Satur-
days, May 1-2 and 8-9.

Beach Mem-

Stmon's boyhood home, both inside and out

director Is Mattic Wolf of Berkley.
“We are aware of how poor the
famlly is, but how tightly knlt they

are, always acting as a family unit,”
Hinks said.
“Brighton Beach Memolrs” con-

cludes the Livonia-Redford group’s
33rd season.
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The exating Champagne Brunch at the Sistro Mas a
foast for the eyes and palate

Spectacular tresh it omelettes o order. hot canved
items chifled salads pastiies galore and the champagne
ows

Every sunday from 11 am o 3 pm. $1495 {or adults,
fomons Just $11.95 and $6 95 for children under 1. All
prices phus tax and gratuty

Call 5506500 tor reservations

Achigan Inn 16400 |L Hudson Drive. Southfield. Michigan,
3135596500




