Work becomes spiritual experience

What is the ultimate In quallty
musleal writlng? While it is a per-
sonal thing, in my case, Bach's St.
Matthew Passion would be among
the top 10 selections.

Listening to-a performance of the
St. Matthew Passion can be an in-
tense spiritual experience. This is
distinet from a religlous experlence,
which could be possible for those lls-
teners who are religlous,

Tld‘s splritual c;pcrlcnce is a feel-
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of the bass in these and other places
would have vastly improved the ef-
fect.

The gencral high technleal level
had only few exceptions. One of
these, as fate would have it, oc-
curred when the evangelical “false
witnesses” sung by Sharon Bacock

cholrs, and the Boy's Cholr from
Christ Church of Grosse Pointe,

nl any particular religlous belief. It
has to do with the appreciation of art
— but it goes beyond it. It is a sense
of total submisslon to some superior
artistlc ond creative foree, While the
St. Matthew Passion uses text based
on the Christlan theology, its Impact
Is truly universal.

This musical treasure was pre-
sented last Thursday by the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra In its regular
program, with music director Gunth-
er Herblg conducting. Given the fact
that the average performance fre-
quency of this work is ence In a few
decades, we arc that maes-

which the soprano in
some of the choruses in the first
part. These were in addition to the
several outstanding soloists,

Among the soloists, tenor Jon
Humphrey appeared as an un-
scheduled replacement for Werner
Holweg, His solo role as the evangel-
ist was the largest and his clear
volee and preclse diction were some
of the major factors In the appeal of
this performance.

Bass-baritone John Cheek had
multiple roles as Judas, Peter, first
High Priest and s0lo roles In a cou-
ple of arlas. He came through his

tro Herbig had the good sense and
judgment to schedule it.

The vast vocal resources for this
performance were beyond Bach's
dreams. Reportedly, he had to make
do with some 20 singers for the two
choirg, who would also double as so-
loists.

Bach’s grand design, however,
makes it clear-that much larger re-
sources are called for. For this pro-
gram these consisted of the Detrolt
Symphony Chorus, divided into two

roles without

asplit pemnallty. but his voice was
occaslonally insuificlent In the arias,

Bass Reud Van der Meer was con-
vineing, for most part, in his role of
Jesus, but had some instabllity in the
lower- range, Among the fernale sing-
ers, sopranc Arleen Auger was ex-
cellent. Mezzo-soprano Carolyn Wat-
kinson had her share of good
moments, but her volce would taper
off in the lower range. Other smaller
roles were sung by tenor Jan Par-
tridge, who was adequate, but his

volce had less brightness than that of
his colleague Jon Humphrey.

Overall, however, the few
shorteomings of the singers were mi-
nor and dldn't constitute a major set-
back.

Maestro Herbig Is obviously fa-
miliar with the music and its partlc-
ular style. This was reflected In a
good cholce of tempo, neither too
slow nor rushed. The Intricate choral
portions came through with thelr In-
spired, overwhelming musle with
impressive convietion.

‘The Basso Continue, consisting of
an organ and a cello (played by as-
sistant princlpal Marey Chanteaux)
was sultable and adequate in the
supporting roles, However, whenev-
er the orchestral bass was signifi-
cant, it fell short. This was the case,
for example, in the soprano aria
“Blute Nur mein Licbes Herz.”

The descending bass in the intro-
duction eventually Is echoed by the
soprane, but was hardly nollcenble
Also, In the concluding cholr of the
first part, “O Mensch,” the orchestra
features a wonderful counterpoint
between the bass and the strings, of
which only the latter was clearly
heard. A substantlal reinforcement

and Ch who are
members of the cholr, clashed hope-
lessly with the stumbling orchestra.
Some may consider It dlvine inter-
vention — but this amounted more
to a comical situation than n serfous
damage.

One of the more painful aspects of
{his performance was the many cuts.
In its entirety, the complete work
lasts at least three hours, not connt-
ing intermission. Some cuts scem to
be unavoldable for practical consid-
eratlons, even though I would be
willing to listen to every single note,
no matter how late it would end. Any
surgery to this work of art is painful
— there is no good way to cut it
short.

However, some cuts may be less
painful than others, Among the casu-
alties were some of the best arlas,
especially in the sccond part. The
aria “Geduld” for tenor and cello ob-
ligato, and *‘Comm, Suesses Kreutz”
for bass and viola da gamba are, in
my oplnlon, among the best In this
score.

Cutting one of these would have
been bad enough — there was no
need to cut both. Cutting some more
recitatlves may have been the lesser
evil, even though most of them still
‘amount to masterful music.

British film is a thought -provoking one

" Laund
story of mlsplaced hope, unukely
dreams and the different attitudes
people assume as they struggle to
assimilate. Recently released on vi-
deocassette for the home market,
the 1985 British film takes a look at
the prejudice faced by Pakistanis in
Britian through the eyes of Omar
(Gordon Warnecke.)

Omar’s father{Rosman Seth), once
an influentlal leftist journalist in his
native country, languishes in a tiny
apartment. His motivation has faded
with his glory as a writer, Even get-
ting out of bed demands too much
energy and an amount of optimism
that's barely attainable. Omar, who
spends his days walting on his father
and subsisting on public welfare
checks, is given a job washing cars
by his Uncle Nassar (Saeed Jaffrey.)

Uncle was born hustling the coin
of the realm. It doesn't matter if

. most of that realm views him as an

. interloper. Ho' laments that the old
eountry Is no longer good for making

. money. He’s successful enough to

. keep a British mistress, Jaffrey

- manages to keep Nassar from turn-

- ing Into a caricature of a man who

. strives to earn enough money to buy

- aceeptance.

Omar turns out to be a bright and
willlng if somewhat Innocent pupil.
Unc]c llnnlly hands over to him n

. For him perhaps there

second
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tough, the laundry needs a bouncer.
I’s a job for Omar's punk {riend,
Johnny (Daniel Day Lewis.)

OMAR AND JOHNNY fix It up
and dream of limlted glory. Powd-
ers, the laundrette, boasts an overly
ornate neon sign. Its walls are paint-
ed canary yellow punctuated with a
motif of white ecurling waves.
There’s an aquarium on one side and
Vogue magazine on the coffee tables.
It’s a monumentally optimistic ges-
ture in an arca mowed down by de-
spair,

Lewis infuses Johnny with cccen-
tric gestures, He hops and shimmies
as though that’s the only outlet for
his energy, His emotlonal and finan-
clal pairing with Omar glves him
something other than the streets, His
friends sce him as a traltor. Unem-
ployed, they resent that Johany is
earnlng money from a Pakistanl.
The motley gang tells Johnny that
the Pakistanls were brought there to
work for them.

Omar's uncle and a

working-class nclghborhood ll's sa

family mend Salim (Derrick
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NOW SERVING SZECHUAN AND MANDARIN FOOD

Japanese Lunch 11-2
Chineso Lunch 113
CARRY-OUTS  Crincao Dinner3-9:30  Japanese Dinner #5:30
ON CHINESEFOOD For Reescvations SED MONDAY

- 427~3170 s g

JAPANESE and CHINESE
Restaurant

THINKING ABOUT
AIR CONDITIONING!
CALL ToDAY AETTCIIR

FOR FREE ESTIMATE

476-7022

ANYTIME

D & G HEATING & COOLING
19140 FARMINGTON » LIVONIA

FAMILY DINING

'SORRY NO DISCGUNTS APPLY
DINNER FOR 2 -
: Choice.of:
Tenderloin Steak
» :Broiled Boston Scrod
Chicken Parmeasan

Manicotti. .
All above includd loun lossea
salad, bread and’ butl

garlic sticks, potato of pl&: ¥

19385 Booch Daly
Just South of Grand River
REDFORD
537-0740
27770 Plymouth
14 Bins. W. of Inkater Ad
LIVONIA
427-1000

Branche), the Pakistani community’s
power broker, treat his partner as a
nonentity. He waits outside the house
while 2 business meeting is conduct-
od

Omar is as qulet and closed as his

isn't truly such a thing as assimila-
tion or total acceptance, It's & mat-
ter of living in parallel cultures.

These are people scrambling not
for the top but for the first rung on
the ladder.

It makes for 94 minutes of inter-
esting viewing, full of quirky perfor-
mances and wry laughs, Ludus To-
nalis’ score under the credits, mim-
icklng the chug-chug-pop of a,
washing machine agltator, stops just
short of being cute. Out of a top
score of four stars, we'll flip it 2.8,
Worth renting for an adult audience,
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Crab Legs

All You Can Eat

$12.95

Every Tues. 5-9 pm’
Every Sat.

* 5-9pm

 GREAT FOOD - GREAT PRICES

23619 FARMINGTON RD
Just South of Grand River

4 77-0099

Pr|me CH

Every Wed.
Every Sat.
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TWO BIG DAYS OF FUN
April 25 - Satarday 3 pam- 12,
April 26 Sundsy 2 pm.10 p.m.

* Blackjack
+ Craps
« Roulette
NEW LOCATION
WARREN VALLEY
COUNTRY CLUB
26116 W. Warrgn
Just West of Beech Daly
FREE ADMISSION « CASH BAR
FOOD AVAILABLE
CALL 535-7272
Sponsored by St. Qhrstine'sSeboal

Served
Noonto 7 pm

ForReservations
Call 592-4616

MICH. LIC, 2055381

00
s4 {17x32)
*Includes Fliter, Ladder,
Vac, Test Klt, Bottom Draln
{Outslde Dimensions)
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Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 10th, 1987

River House Restaura
25241 Grand River _____
at 7 Mile Rd.

Buffet Meal*: Virginia Baked Ham Carved, Roast Chicken, Swiss Steak
Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Vegetables, Bread & Variety of Salads
A Fresh Cut Flower for Every Mother

pfof 8.95Adults  +Tax&
AO"W $3.95 Ch(ldren 15%Gramny oty
o under 1 ' freny Jvahblc

”POOL INC.

PONDEROSA® POOL PKG.*
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- === =-Coupon: ~——= 8 Course Family Style Dinner
MONDAY thru THURSDAY | BaTtyof 4 ermore 41905 e
Early Blrd Special ' 10 Course Gourmet Dinner

3 p.m.-6:30 p.m. P 14
N.Y. Strip Steak..... $7.95 :X;amv:wm zsory *18% per
{vrllzz

Veal Parmesan ....... $7.93 | st Wed.,
by y ariog ednesday

| Live Opera Every
|Spaghetti Dinner ..., *4.98 |
| Cuassical Pianist - Thars, Pri, Sat.
(Complete Dlaser | Glida Leprottt . o,

______________ 1] a.m. to 1t P41
32030 Plymouth Rd., Livonia 422-0770 §
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We need carrlers for
Observer & Eccentric
routes.

7. Cali591-0500
0 to find out all about it.

“TCBY”

The Countrys Best Yogurt,
SPRING “GET AWAY" SWEEPSTAKES

______________ ~
lReglster To Win
-One of Eight b
-Trnps To The

.Bahamas or Toronto

| NAME
]
} ADDRESS: CITY: '
! |

]
Lo |
HOWTOWIN: | REGISTERAT ANY OF THESE
3 $o§’$‘.ny°$'}h’3.,;::‘,.,.;,,.;;- TCBY STORESLISTED BELOW:
3) Pt the entey blank In the ANN ARBOR - 1739 Plymouth Rd. ©

668-1844 North Campus l’l-lu N
EAST LANSING - 211E. Grand River

official “get nwny" box

4) Now you have a ch win
one o! eight trips 1or Mc AII

glpl‘lndude lrdnmporlulma 3 332-1181
otel, taxes and gratultles, N
5) No pureh FARMINGTON - 35485 Grand Fiver -
DRAWING DATES: 471-7949  Mulrwood Square :
A) May 1, 1867 Prizes: 3 weeokend | £ INT . 65415 Mier R
rips to Toronto o}
©) Juno 1, 1687 Prizes:3 Valley Plaza ;
week 1 .
C) July 1° nwmps uTofo:asm ROCHESTER - 896 Rochester Rd. -
day trips to Bahamas 658-8337 South Ml Plaza |
All winners to be announces at aill N
participating YCBY outlets.

SOUTHFIELD - 18319, 12 Mie Rd.
559-8773 Evergreen Plaza

YPSILANT] «2610 WashtenawAve.

434-8229 Squire Plaza .

COME TASTE THE .
COUNTRY'S BEST YOGURT
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The TCBY

| Bu t Freeol
Hot Fudge Sundae Y one. Sel ono Free

Waftle Cone or
wgfﬂn Sundae!

e
regular price of a TCBY

. oL e Suredse 2t
participating TCBY Yogurt
#tores. Only one

Per purchase. Void whers
prohiblied by Law,
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