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LLost in the

s mnesie wan't got the same soul. ke that
wied e reck wt ol

— Bob Sy,

By Vayne Poal
staft vriter

1o the beginning, there was the sound. Beamed out
of Drarborn R-AM or wafting aeross the bor
et from CKLW \\l it was a heavenly mix of smooth
soul styhists and blustery blues shouters, of palished
pop staes and raw rockabillies

Inshart, it was good old rock ' roll - the Kind of
e that brst hooked Steve King in s Livoma lv-
. that first grabbed Benny Speer while tooling
’ mnu(h

Both men kave bt their adult careers around mu-
s they first loved ex eheldren mvsie that spawned
dreitar of tock n' roll sterdom that never died.

O s vock w0 ocol) s back. And it's bigger than
ever

Oldies specialists Steve King and the Dittlies rock wnlh the music of the mid- 19809.
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tonight

For King, leader of Sieve King and the Dittlie:
Speer, frontman of Beany and the Jets, the reviva
vindicates career choices made long ago.

Fixtures on the local music scene, both men have

isively played oldies for more than a decade —

keeping the faith cven when palyester-clad hordes
med out for disco.
toeph,” Speer recalled.
King's fiveepicee band leans toward the mid-60s
[nrrprml Motawn. Southern  California while
Speer’s three-piece eobo dips back further to recap-
ture the Chuck Berry Bo Diddley heat.
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BOTH MEN say they hew as close as possible to the
sound, look and feel of '50s and carly "60s rock. Nei-
ther has niuch regard for latecomers who have recent-
Iy erowdedd their turf,

“A lut of oldies bands have been cropping up, but
many of them are just disco bands or country bands

Please turn to Page 4

Benny Speer is frontman for Benny and the Jets, who try to recapture the

Chuck Berry/Bo Diddley beat.
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As you bike it

The mountiun bike has added o new twist to hicy-
cling Mountmn bikers sit tall in the saddle as they
tuckle gravel roads, hiking trails, fields, stream beds,
even abandoned railroad tracks.

Apartment complexity

Apartments extol the virtues of their splashy swim-
munj pools, lovely tenms courts and  sparkling
dishwashers. But they never seem o mention those
wafer-thin walls,

Bach to the future

sical music is music for the ages — ol to be
Lm\[\ with music for the aged. Our beginner's guide
o classieal musie 1 for those ready to 1ol over for
Beethoven,

Twangs for the memories

What happens when a feller who normally doeso't
carea ick about country musie s sent (o write a story
abont o country and western competition? Why he
finds e dowaright Tikes those down-home tunes

—— Some so

Those oldies but goodies — here's
a list of Steve King's and Benny
Speer’s favorite crowd pleasers:
Steve King, Steve King and the
Dittlies:
1. “Mony, Many,” originally record-
ed by Tommy James and the Shon-

dells, 1968.

A lot of these songs have been re-
recorded, so younger audicnces
will know them, too. Billy Idot re-
recorded this one,
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‘Shout,” orignally recorded by the
Isley Bros., 1959.

That's been @ bigpie ever since
Annnal House (a version was in-
cluded in the soundtrack.)

3. “Twist and Shout,”” originally
recorded by the Isley Dros., 1961 but
more famaus for the Bratles” 1963
version

Frerpbudi's done this ond, cren
Redney Dangerfield

4. “Lowte, Louie,” though origially

lid golden oldies

recorded by uthor, Richard Ber-
ry, the Kingsmen's 1963 version is
the classic of many Louie’s. Rumor
has it the song contains a few naugh-
ty words, though no one's ever been
sure,

Do I know the words to Loute,
Louie? 1 know the words to my
version. Onee, they printed the
original words in the newspaper.
Bat that's not what 1 sing,

5. “Build Me Up, Butlercup.” origi-
nally recorded by the Foundations,
1969,

This is another one that's been re-
done several imes,

Henny Speer, Benny and the Jets:
1. “Willie and the Hand Jive,” origi-
recorded by the Johnny Otis

Surprisinglp, we et an awful tor
of requests for the hamd p
rarhere we go there's people 1
want o hear i b oguess if's L

cause of the movies (it was fra-
tured in the 1978 smash,
“Grease™).

2. “The Twist,” Hank Bailard
recorded it first, bul Chubby Check-
er made it a No. 1 hit in 1960 and
againin 1962,

MThe  twist, the  ever-popular
tist, People nerer get tired of
hearing it

3. “Shake Rattle and Roll,” Big Joe
Turner's classic blues that beeame
an early rock hit for Bill Haley and
the Comets in 1956,

4. "Roll Over Beethoven,™ originally
recorded by Chuck Berry, 1956,

5 “Johnny B Goade™, Berry again,
1958

These are all guitar songs. And
Muee we're a basie wat (-
tarsodrums and hass ey fitan
previp et wrth our stple




