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Street Seen reporter Charlene Mitchell welcomes com-
ments and sugpestions, Write hier in care of this newspaper,
36251 Schoolcraft Road, Livenia 48150 or call 591-2360 Ext.
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STEPHEN CANTRELL/stalf photographor

This three-way backpack of naked leather (with denim ac-
centa not shown) makes traveling a breeze. Great for tot-
ing books, baby diapers or personal belongings, this
roomy bag can be worn backpack style, carried as satchel
or as a shoulder bag. Convenient pocket holds small items
you need to get to In a hutry. Designed by Candida at
Q at LaMi in $300,

Quick as
a bunny

Mary, Mary . .. how does
your garden grow? Or to put
it another way, how hand-
somely does your waster
flow? Charming brass out-
door taucets not only call at-
tention to necessary water-
Ing chores, but are a de-
lighttul addition to outdoor
decor, Choose a duck, rab-
bit, turtle, squirrel, dove or
whale — there's something
for everybody. $12.50, Rus-
sell Hardware, Birmingham.

‘STEPHEN CANTRELLY

Smooth sailing

You're looking at the world's smallest travel iron — ap-
proximately five inches long but a giant in the workplace.
In bright red with convenient snap-on cover, it comes with
a dual voltage adapter plug and removes wrinkles in a
flash. Great to carry in your briefcase, purse to keep In
your desk drawer. From It's a Qift, Orchard Mall, West
Bloomfie!d. $16. .

Golicha
covered

No more ruined clothes. A
tabric protector which save
your fine cloth from stains
and spllls. Ropels tought
stalns like grease and wine.
Can be used on fine sliks,
cashmere, loathers and
suede. Great for light-col-
ored handbags. Leaves an
invisible protective coating.
Can also be effective in litt-
ing light stains. $17.95 st
Quintessence at LaMirage,
Southtield.

STEPHEN CANTRELL/stalf pholographos

Picnic
x

time

Cloverly dosigned picnle
" thermos pack holde two-

quart-eized thermosos with

pueh spouts for hot or cold

bevercges. Side pockets

tote your wine or otfier goo-

dies. Flap irf page is great

for stosing other oasontials,

Complaiely washable. $38 at

It's the Glft, Orchard Mall,

Wost Bloomfield. BTEPHEN CANTRELU staff photographer

Rdot of evil

“Little Shop of Horrors” started as
a cheap "60s movle, later became a
Broadway muslcal, which itself was
filmed recently, Now the musleal
comedy verston i back on stage at
the Blrmlngham Theatre. The spoof
about a man-eating plant whl be
performed throughout the month of
May. Tickets are $15-24, $13-17 for
preview performances May 1-3.
(Birmingham Theatre, 211 S,
Woodward, Birmingham; 644-
3533.)

Weighting
game

Your Street Wise wrlter is on a
regular program of lifting weights.
Every two weeks he jerks 50 pounds
of groceries up two flights of stairs
to his apartment. Each time he care-
fully increases the amount of weight
by adding another six-pack of Mol-
son's or a couple of bags of potato
chlps.

But real weightlifters — some of
the best in the country — will gather
in Livonia this Saturday and Sunday
for the National Welghtlifting Feder-
atlon Championships. They'll be
grunting and groaning to grab a spot
in this year's Pan-Amerlcan Games
in Indiana. Tickets are $5, $3 for stu-
dents, seniors and chlldren. (Eddie
Edgar Arcna, 33841 Lyndon, off
Farmingion Road between Five
Mile and Six Mile, Livonia; 425-
2852.)

Skiing things‘

The snow may be gone for good —
we think — but sklers can still look
ahead to next winter. This Sunday
the Metropolltan Detrolt Ski Councll
wlll host its 10th annual Travel
Roundup at the Northileld Hilton in
Troy. The event will offer the chance
to meet with representatives of trav-
el agencies, ski resorts, transporta-
tion companles, lodging firms and
various skl-related industries. The
roundup will be from noon to 4:30
p.m. (Northfield Hilton, Crooks
and 175, Troy; 593-1188.)

TV guide

What does it take to be a success-
ful television producer? Emmy
Award-winning producer/director
Harvey Ovshinsky will provide some
answers In a seminar called The
Role of the Producer in Broadcast
and Cable Television, Presented by

Cranbrook P.M., the seminar wiil -

run at 7:30 p.m. Mondays, May 4, 11
and 18 and 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 14. Tuition for the seminar
Is $300. (Cranbrook P.M., 645
3635.)

Canoe dig it?

Standing up in the boat is OK if
you're crulsing on the Boblo boat,
but it could be real truuble in a
canoe on the Pine Rlver. The ins and
outs of canocing will be the focus of
a special canoe week next week at
the Benchmark in Farmington Hills,
The special week will include canoe-
ing and kayaking speakers at 7 p.ni.
each day and a You Can Canoe Day
at 10 a.m. Saturday, May 9, at Dodge
No. ¢ State Park wlth more than 40
boats available for test drives on
Cass Lake.

Guest speakers will include travel
writer Jim DuFresne who will dis-
cuss koyaking in Hubbard Bay, Alas-
ka, (May 5) and kayaking Isle Royale
(May 7). (The Benchmark, 32715
Grand River, cast of Farmington

oud, Farmington Hills; 477-
8116}

A Knight
to remember

Elsewhere in this edition of Street
Scene, local rocker Steve King sin-
gles out “Shout” as ane of those
guaranteed crowd pleaser tunes.
‘That oldie but goodie really took off
for a new audience when Jl was per-
formed by Otis Day and the Knights
in the film *Anlmat House.”

None other than Otis Day himself,
with the Knights in tow, will be per-
forming next week in Westland. The
occasion is a big toga party sched-
uled for 8 p.m. Friday, May 8, at the
Grande Ballroom. I don't kunow
about you, but it makes this Street
Scene writer want to “Shout!”
(Grande Bullrocom, 38116 West-
land; 421-7630.)

STREET WISE

intimate
classics

The Americun Artist Serles Cham-
ber Players, an ensemble of Detroit
5! y Orchestra will

Soft touch

New Age artists Stefan Kukuru-
gya and Paul Vornhagen will appear
In a serles of free concerts at local
Harmony House record stores to

perform at 7 p.m. Sunday at the
Kingswood Campus Auditorium.
Their selections wil include
Brahms' Quartet In A Major and Vi-
tezsiav Novak's Plane Trio in D Mi-
nor. Tickels are $9.50. (Kingswood
Campus Auditorium, 500 Lone
Pine Houd, Bloontfield Hills; 647-
2234 or 477-5699.)

Chili
reception

Hot-air ballcons and hot-as-hades
chiti will combine fur o spicy week-
end in Sallne this Suturday and Sun-
day. The occaslon is the Eighth An-
nual Great Chili Cook-off and hot-air
balloon race, a fund-raiser for the
National Kidney Foundation of
Michigan Inc. The sanctioned cook-
off (that meuns, among other things,
no fillers such as beans) will draw 80
cooks on Saturday. On Sunday the
main event will be the more infor-
mal “renegade” cook-uff, in which
Just-about anything goes into the chi-
1. Among the renegade teams par-
ticipating wlll be Street Scene’s own
crew of chili willies. (Sutine Farm
Council Grounds, 1-75 ut Fxt 175;
1-800-482-1455.)

Verse-atile

Noted poets will recite some of
their works at the hi|

Poetry _

the release of the duo's al-
bum, “Enlightened Sector.” They
whl perform at 2 p.m. Sunday at the
Birmingham Harmony House, 223
W. Maple, at 2 p.m. Sunday, May 17,
at Harmony House In Rochester
Hills, 1880 S. Rochester Road, and 2
pm. Saturday, May 30, at Harmony
House In Farmington Hills, 30835
Orchard Lake Road. .

International -
incidents

Two separate events this weekend
will glve metro Detrolters an Idea of
what's going on In the rest of the
world. The International Institute of
Metropolitan Detroit's annual Inter-
national Dance Festival will be 7-10
pm. Sunday at Lakeside Mall in
Sterling Heights. Tlckets are $13.50,
which includes an ethnic buffet din-
ner and a chance to view 28 ethnic
dance groups.

Meanwhile, the ethnic festivals
downtown will kick off Friday
through Sunday with the Scandinavi-
an and Indian festivals at Hart Pla-
2a. (Lakeside Mall, M-59, four
miles east of Van Dyke, Sterling
Heights; 871-8600; Hart Plaza,
.Ilcgc;rson at Woodward; 224-

134,

For the cycle

More than 700 cyclists will gather
in Ann Arbor Sunday for the 1987
Bikeathon. The pedal pushers will
have their chotce of a 100-, 58-, 28-
or 14-mile courses. The bikers are
taking pledges to benefit the Ecology
Center of Arn Arbor, a nonprofit

Festival on Friday and at
the Botsford Inn in Farmington

Hills. Among those reciting will be .

Charles Simie, author of “Unending
Blues” and recent winner of the Gug-
genheim Award. Spousored by the
Poetry Resource Center, the festival
also will feature munuscript work-
shops. The cost [s $45. Botsford Inn,
2800 Grand River. sworth of Eight
Mile, Farnungton Hills, 399-6163.)

or ere also
wil be n riders’ raffle with such
prizes as bieycles and a whitewater
raft trip for two. (1987 Bikeathon;
761-3186.)

Got something interesting in
the works? Send your informa-
tion to Richard.Lech, Street Wise,
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers, 36251 Schooleraft, Livonia
48150,

Bands like their old-time-rocking role

Continued from Page 1

that couldn’t find work. When we starled, you had to
do real oldies — ‘Great Balls of Fire,’ ‘Rock Around
the Clock.’ Now, you can do anything,” Speer said.

Adds King: “A lot of top 40 bands went in for oldies
because the demand was there,” says King. “Now
they're back to the top 40.”

‘There’s been a return to the kind of good time rock
you could sing in your car — without having to pausc
for syntheslzer, automatic drum or orchestral breaks.

For both men, the music's simpllcity is its strength.

“The songs are very lyric-oriented, they seem to tell
a story,” King said. “That's probably why they fit in
the movies so well,”

THE RELATIONSHIP between classic rock and
modern cinema has been mutually beneficial,

From “American Grafflti” to “The Big Chlll,” the
movles have been pumplng out the oldles like nobody’s
business. Frequently, hit soundtracks spawn hit mov-

ies.

Last year's hit film “Stand By Me” attracted
viewers with a top-10 title song. Never mind that the
record ltself is older than Jon Bon Jovl, most of the
Bangles and all three Beastic Boys.

Speer knows all about cinematic appeal.

“We have a song we're trying to place in this movie
that’s being made about John DeLorean,” he sald

Likewise, King is looking for “that one song” that
will elevate his band from imitator to equal.

“Look at Hucy Lewis and the News, look at how they
started out,” said King, referring to the reignlng pop

Mountain

Continued from Page 2

star whose modlfied retro-rock had just translated
into jadm-packed Detroit concerts,

BOTE MEN have been close enough to rock celebrl-
ty to taste it. .

“I went to school with Chris Campbell (Bob Seger's
longtime bass player),” said Speer, who once appeared
on stage with Seger.

Both have also backed a who's who of '50s and '60s
rock stars.

King, though, termed the results disappointing.

“Rlcky Nelson was cool, but a lot of them were just
golng through the motions,” he sald “At this point, a
1ot of them are just {n it for the money.”

Speer, who lists some of rock's founding futhers
among his acquaintances, is somewhat kinder in his
assessments.

“Take somebody like Bo Diddley,” he satd. “I don’t
want to make it sound llke he's bitter, but here's a guy
who never had a No. 1 hit. And how many people have
had No. 1 hits by using his musie?"”

Both men have made a comfortable living recycling
others’ hits ~ King just returned from a corpurate glg
in the Bahamas, Speer has traveled as far west as Las
Vegas for club dates,

But ncither has given up on the dream of one day
hearing hls own music on the radio.

Whether stardom comes or goes, neither is likely to
stray far from his rock i’ roll roots.

“It’s the kind of muslc 1 like," King sutd  1U's good,
sotid music, It's stulf that stood the test of thme.”

Adds Speer: “People get up, they dance, they shout,
That's rock 'n’ roll.”

lands by illegal use of off-road vehi-
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“But we always get permission
first when we're golng somewhere
we haven’t been before, People are
usually very receptive. We've ha-
ven't had a complaint yet. When peo-
ple reallze you're on a trip they usu-
ally try to help out as much as they
can. I've camped in churchyards,

les. I've been offered dinner, and one
time a preacher even gave me the
keys to his house while he went intv
town.”

The Michlgan Department of Nat
ural Resources has recently
launched an all-out cffort ta stop the
devastation of state park, state rec-
reation and wildlife/game area

DAN DEAN/3tat! photographes

loward Stone rides his mountain bike across the crest of a hill

near his Keego Harbor shop.

cles. Stone doesn’t believe mountain
bikes are u part of this problem.

“WE DON'T HAVL ciough power
te tear up the ground Hemember,
we're only riding bicycles. Plus, we
don't want to leave a big rut in the
ground. If we do, and it hardens,
we're the ones who have to ride back
over it later, and that’s no fun at all.
The last thing we want to du is tear
up the ground. And like 1 said, we
always ask petnissiun before we
ride somewhere we haven't been be-
fore.”

Stone 15 also an advocate of safe-
ty. He suggests riders always wear a
helmet and some type of eye protec
tion. He alsu suggests wearing
gloves and bringing along a lot of
bug spray.

“Bugs are the worst nazard of all
‘They'll kI you,” said Stone

Another thing Stune iikes aboul
the mountuin bike 1s the physical
workout he gets when riding

“Cycling In general is good for
your health, especially your legs.”
said Stone. “Bui with the mountain
bikes it's also really good lur your

bikes built for rough terrain

people’s back yards, even cemeter-

upper body strength, You're in an
upright position to begin with,
You're riding over dliferent terrain
50 you're always pulling your front
tire up over something. You're doing
a lot more turning and just generally
using using your upper body a lot
more than when you ride a 10-
speed.”

Mountain blkes {lrst became popu-
lar on the West Coast In the early
1970s. At that time they were more
adapted to beach riding and were re-
ferred to as “beach cruisers.”

Over the years new techniques
have been developed and refine-
ments have been made until today's
eluborate brand of mountain cycle
evolved.

Today's mountain cycle offers the
riders an oppartunity to get the ex-
ercise they wanl from the 10-speed
but gives riders the option of a varie-
ty of places to ride.

When riding off-road, the cycllst
doesn't constantly have to be on the
walch for motorists and pedestrians.
Thay have a chance to explore na-
ture and get away {rom the fast pace
of life in the city.



