Townships fight

By Tim Richard
stall writer

Outlying townships batted two-
for-three in their efforts to block
state-funded campgrounds and hik-

* ing trails near metropolitan suburbs.

A committee of SEMCOG (South-

east Michigan Council of Govern-
* ments) gave weak approval to one
state Departmenl of Natural Re-
sources’ plan for a new campground
on Kensington Road in the Island
Lake State Recreation Area.

“We lose tax revenue at the same
time they generate a need for more
services,” objected Ron Niece, su-
pervisor of Green Oak Townshlp in
Livingston County,

BUT NORTHVILLE Township
was more successful In stirring
SEMCOG oppositlon to a camp-

ground In Maybury State Park on
Eight Mile Road in western Wayne
County,

Finally, Green Qak and Lyon
townships persuaded the SEMCOG
pancl to oppose a state-funded exten-
slon of a hiking/horse trail across
Livingston and western Oakland
counties,

The two areas are heavily used by
residents of the western Wayne and
Oakland counties’ suburbs, accord-
Ing to license plateholder checks.

The debate last week revealed a
lot of bad blood between DNR and
township governments.

THE COMMITTEE is' called
“RC2” — Reglonal Clearinghouse
Review Committee. It does a re-
view-and-comment on requests for
federal and state grants that have a
reglonal Impact.

In each case, townships argued that
expanded state land holdings would
take property off property tax rolis,
and that local police and fire forces
would be strained by greater public
usage of state parks.

“Our go to the
proposing agency,” sald SEMCOG
Executive Director John Amberger,
the non-voilng chalrman of RC2.
“They have to {ile these (SEMCOG's
negative comments) along with their
application to the funding agency.”

That left open the prospect RC2's

could be |gnored
because the funding agency is DNR
itself, The three requests total $1.8
million.

Money source Is Michigan's voter-
approved Natural Resources Trust
Fund. It's the money that comes
from oll and gas leases on state land,

Campground, trail projects outlined

Here are outlines of the three rec-
reauon projects revlewed by the

Kensington Road traffic could
look down on the site, which
t

e
Mlchl gan Council al Governments:

® laland Lake Compground and
Tral}, $950,000,

. _Recommendation: Positive review

on cond! the state of

hip as “barren” und

to the

Currently, Maybury is classified
as an “urban” state park for day use
picnlcklng. bicycling, hiking,

township's major entry point.

® Maybury State Park family
campground, $500,000,

Natural Resources reach agreement
- with Green Oak Township on land
. development and uses.
. Location: east of Kensington
R Road south of I-96 and southwest of
. L

Location: Northville T

riding.

® Lakeland Trail, $163,000 for
land acqulsition of abandoned rall-
road right-of-way.

p i

northwestern Wayne County.
DNR plans a total of 132 sites “to
serve people who have never
camped before Bnd do not own thelr

park in
: Counly.

. DNR proposes a total of 185
. campsites on a former 34-acre gra-
. vel plt now known as 'frout Lake. A
: hiking/jogging/biklng trail is
. planned along 6.5 miles of the Huron
. River. The land was purchased earll-

er.
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n this
everythiug necded to camp - tent.
bed,cooking stove, etc. — would be

provided to the neophyte camper,”

em-
phatically,

A private group called Friends of
the Lakelands Trail is applying for
the state grant in order to extend a
non-motorized DNR trail, Currently
the trail runs from Jackson County

to Hamburg Township near US-23 in
Livingston County,

NR has kept hands off and re-
frained from comment. DNR's cool-
ness apparently convinced RC2
there was a question whether opera-
ting funds would be available,

The city of Wixom fought the pro-
posal, questioning: Who would own
the trail? Maintain it and clean
litter? Police It to keep out motor-
ized vehlcles? Provide parking for
horse ‘“staging” areas? Provide
farmers access to lands split by the
trail? Provide tollets, water, rest
areas and fire pits?

according to the grant ap

DNR has owned the land slnce
purchasing the former Maybury TB
hospitat site from Detroit in the ear-
ly 1970s,
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Osthaus and others.

Regency gaming table, exc, There is

African art and good Oriental carpets, Victorian funitute, American art
pottery, Oriental pottery and porcelain, silver, bronzes, unique lighting
devices, antique wicker, dalls, European and Russian porcelains, jewelry
(including a fine lady’s 2.3 cacat pigeon blood ted ruby ring set in

dismonds and platinum), collectibles

EXHIBITION:
Wed., April 29 - 12to8 pm.
Thuts,, April 30-12¢08 p.m.
Fri., Muy 1-102.m.t0 2 pm,

HWustrased Catalogue $10.00, $12.00 postpaid

420 Enterprise Court  Bloomficld Hills, Mi, 46013
(313) 332-1500

FRANK H. BOOS GALLERY
AUCTION

The Gallety features a Montague Dawson painting encitled “Solent
Days - Six Mectre Yachts” and 2 Winslow Homer watercolor, “Beach,
Key West," as well as works by E. Briante, H. A. Ferguson, P. Ives, E.

Also being offered is a quality collection of antique furniture, including
a double bonnet top secretary, a fine marquetry bonheur-du-jour, a

also included a large collection of

and much more.

AUCTION:
Fri,, May 1.7 pm.
Sat., May 2+ 11 am.
Sun,, May 3 - Noon
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sell you a car.
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THE LEASING
WESS&ONAES

*You got cash for your old car and didn’t make

2 down payment on your new car? Is that legal.

or shouldn't I ask?"

There are a lot of questions you should ask
about car leasing. Because, if leasing’s for you,
you can come out with the new car you want
and cash for your present car.

Counsel with us. If leasing is right for you,
we'll develop a lease based on your kind of
driving. But if it isn't, we'd be just as happy to

BILL SNETHKAMP LEASING INC.
“SEAVING THE COMMUNITY"'
FOR OVER 25 YEARS.

645-6161

What Children Dream
We Help Them Achieve

Detroit Country Day School
Admissions Testing
Saturday, May 2, 1987 « 8:30 am
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mainly the Pigeon River Country

su Forest.
“The state owns the land,” Am-

berger told six RC2 mcmbem all lo-

cal government officlals, “They can-

supersede us, supersede local zoning,
and do whatever they want.”

RC2 MEMBER Greg Pitonlak, a
Taylor council member and Wayne
County ecoromlc development
staffer, summed up the townships'
and SEMCOG's hlggﬁt single com-
plaint against the state:

“It's absolutely obvious DNR
would save itself a lot of trouble If it
would start by sitting down with lo-
cal government {irst.”

Green Qak's Niece agreed. “We
got our notification of the purchase
{of the Island Lake campground
acreage) through the press. We're al-
g;y}{ Rotlfied by other people, not

In the Island Lake campground
case, RC2 gave approval only on the
condition that DNR work with the

NR campground plans

townsklp on long-range planning.

But one RC2 member, Jack Mor-
ris, a township supervisor from-
Washtenaw County, shook his bead
and sald, “I'm pessimistic anything
will be worked out.”

IN EACH CASE, townships’ objec-
Uimx were s
® Expanded mu land holdings
would take property off townshlp
property tax rolls.

& Township police and {ire forces
are called upon when there's trouble.
Greater public usage of state parks
will create greater demand for ser-
vices at a time when townships’ rev-
enue sources are shrinking.

" Townships themselves would
like some of those land trust fund
grants for their own softball dia-
monds, pot for state park camp-

grounds.

& Much of the townships' land al-
ready s {n state or lnstitutional own-
ership — 18 percent for Green Oak,
one-third for Northville.

Parks group lauds pair

The Oakland Parks Foundatlon
will honor George Googasian, Its
president, and Kerry Kammer, state
Natural Resources Commission
member, at the annual dinner
Wednesday, May 6.

Site will be lhe Addlson Ozks Con-
ference Center near Oxford.

Googaslan, a Bloomfleld Hills at-
torney, raised szx 000 by wllclung
pledges for running In the Bostol
Marathon April 20,

Kammer, featured speaker, will

dlscuss the status of the Michigan
Land Trust Fund, whose concept he
authored while serving in the state
Senate,

‘The foundation in four years has
raised more than $140,000, paying
for an outdoor amphltheater, a pa-
ture trall for the blind and handl-

caped, and summer day camp for
the disadvantaged. Dinper ticket in-
formation s available from Frances
Greenebaum at 335-2771.

ALL AROUND
CLASSICS-

Remember best friends and the best of times
with a frame from our collcction. From (left to right)
in silverplate: 5x7 collage, 27,95, 8x10 also availablc at $35.
8x10, 27.50. Also available 3x5, 17.50 and 5x7, 22.50.
5x7 Deco, $60. More stylcs in lcather, wood, cnamcl
and silver available for yourself and gift-giving.
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You NBEd fo 0
o Store Your Fy,.

1. Are the storage vaults located underground and
protected by two foot thick walls? |

2. Are the furs protected by 5 types of alarm systems?

3. Are the vaults |

prior notice?

i

SINCE 189}

You Can Pay More
You Can Pay Less
But You Can't Find
A Betier Place To
Store Your Furs

o
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and DX
at 34 degrees Fahrenheit?

4. Does cach fur have a sufficient amount of its own
reserved hanging space?

5. Do the vaults provide climination of and protection
from moths and other vermin?

6. Is cvery fur given a free inspection and estimate?

7. 1s any required work donc on the premiscs?

8. Arc free pick-up & delivery included in the price?

9. Can you always have your fur delivered within 3 days?

10. Can you always pick-up your fur immediately without

Is every fur handled individually and beautified with
high pressure air prior to delivery?

Call Dittrichs Today For
Free Pick-Up 873-8300 or 642-3003

Can Answer
A RESOUNDING “YES™
to cach of these questions

1f you need your fur

today, can you get it?
Or do you have to

wait a week or more
until it's too late?
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