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Roof leaks at memorial prompt lawsuit

. By Carolyn DeMarco

. staff writer

A lawsuit has been filed In Oak-

' land County Circuit Court against

the architect and contractor of the
2%-yecar-old Holocaust Memorlal

' -Center in West Bloomfleld charging
** design and construction defects.

But the defending architect main-
tatns the leaks in the roof of the me-
morial are caused by new construc-
tion of a garden at the adjacent Jew-
ish Center which Is directly over a
portion of the sub-surface Holocaust
Center.

“All of those leaks were correct-
ed,” architect Leonard Siegal sald,
“but what has happencd Is over the

" winter significant constructlon was
, done on the Garden of the Right-

cous.”

The garden Is constructed at
ground level in the area to the west
of the Holocaust center doors along
the whll which links it to the Jewish
Community Center.

THE SUIT was filed April 23 on
behalf of United Jewish Charitles,
organization that
raised the money to bulld the $5 mil-

llon museum and library, seeking to
force the archltectural firm of Sie-
gal, Tuomaala and contractor Cronk
and Tocco to fix a leaking roof and
the damages [t has caused,

A tour Monday led by the center’s
director, Rabbi Charles Rosenzveig,
showed peeling ceiling plaster, cell-
Ing tile stains, walls with calcified
dripping deposits, stalned carpets,
soggy drywall and a single photo ex-
hiblt which has fallen from the wall,

“Every time there is a heavy ratn,
the celljng leaks,” Rosenzveig sald.
“Tt is not a dangerous situation, The
television stations erroncously gave
the impression that the center was
falllng down, that the place was
sinking. It’s not, but there arce prob-
lems.”

The problem has exlsted since the
buitding's completion In 1984,
Rosenzvelg said. He Is concerned
that more of the cxhiblts themselves
wlil be rulned if the slituation contin-
ues.

Doug Busbey, attorney for the cen-
ter, sald the lawsult was a last re-
sort. "If we could've solved thls
short of litigation, we would've.”

FRANK GALGAN, attorney for
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1o problem with Anto-Owners.

How do you get premium home-
owner’s insurance at a discount?
No problem.

Auto-Owacrs lomeowner Polley dlscounts do Just that. There are a number of
premlam discounts you might quallfy for, and they conld reduce your costs by as

Get broad homeowners coverage, from a reputable source—at the price you want.
Just ask your “no problem” Auto-Owners agent about homeowner's discounts. [1's
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the general contractar, sald his cli-
ent had assumed all repairs had been
made successfully, and has had no
communication with the center since
December.

“The problem may be a rooftop
garden they've installed with lime-
stone monuments.” Galgan sald his
client advised the center to check
with the architect when he discov-
ered the garden on the rool.

“The roof Is sturdy, It's five inches
of concrete, but you can't put the
Eiffel Tower on it. If there's a prob-
lem it's probably because of it.”" The
garden, he sald, could be putting
stress on the area, disturblng the
waterprooflng system.

“They've got a problem and
they're trying to find someone to
blame,”

SIEGEL SAID Cronk and Tocco
paid for another roofing contractor
to repair routine leaks and that was
assumed all problems were resolved.

He sald a 1983 letter to the the
rabbl cautfoned against heavy con-
structlnn on certain portlons of the
roof. “It shouldn't have been done
before we were consulted. We were
not consuited.

“I don’t know who authorized the
garden or who slgned the comptaint,
but if {t’s the same person fie should
be suing himself.”

The center documents the murder
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Unit Special 24 Units $50% (Valid Anytime)
Both Offers End May 2, 1987
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of six million Jews and the destruc-
tion of 4,500 European communities
by the Nazis between 1933 and 1945.
It also highlights the culture and his-
tory of the Jewlsh people.

More than 250,000 people, most of
them non-Jews, have visited the cen-
ter in the first two years of opera-
tion. Admissloin is free. A $100,000
annual state grant helps defray the

cost of operation.

Statewide, this week has been pro-
claimed Holocaust Remembrance
Week, with the official celebratlon
planned for today.

Pet Week declared by vets

Amerlea’s 125 million pets and
thelr owners know that life together

better.

To celebrate the unlque compan-
lonship between people and thelr
pets, the Southeastern Mlichigan Vet-
erlnary Medlcal Association Is rec-
ognlzing National Pet Week, May 3-
9.

“Pets and People — A Loving
Combination” is the theme for Na-
tional Pet Week.

“Owners must realize the vital
role they play in that combination.
They must give as much as they
receive,” said Dr. David Carron, im-
mediate past president of the
Southeastern Michigan Veterinary
Medleal Association.

“HORSEBACK RIDING, walking
the dog, teaching a parrot to talk or
curling up with the cat all add an
extra dimension to life,”* said Car-
ron, of Plaza Veterinary Hospital,
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“Whether you have a houseful of
children who learn about responsi-
bility by caring for their pet, or live
alone and like someone walting for
you when. you return home, pets en-
rich our lives,” Carron said.

In addltion to companionshlp, re-
cent rescarch has shown pets to be
valuable In therapy for physlcally,
emotlonally and mentally impalred
Individuals.
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OPEN MONDAYS

country are planning open houses,
pet falrs, educational seminars and
other activitics to inform people
about the joys and responsibllitles of
pet ownership.

‘They are asking that owners rec.
ognize their companlon’s need for
food, shelter, exercise, and proper
health care.

If you have questlons about your
pet’s health or National Pet Weck
activities, contact a local veterlnari-

an.

Men. if you're about to turn 18. it's
time to register with Selective Service
at any U.S. Post Office.

it's quick. It's easy.
And it's the law.

Summer Sport Coat
Spectacular

Cotton Sporl Coals in
Seersucker and
Pastel Solids
Flax Blend Sport Coats
Hopsack Weave
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