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* apaclal writer

- In presenting a report indicating
* Inadequate funding for the rehabili-
;tatlon of maln roads and repair and
replacement of bridges, the Michi-
-gan Road Bullders Assoclation re-
“cently declared the only real posai-
‘bility of generating the funding
-needed was to remove the cap on the
. per-gallon motor fuel tax.

Lawrence Martin, executive direc-
tor of the road builder group, sald
_the transportatlon funding package,
-currently In the Senate Finance

Committee, includes many needed
reforms.

But without a statewlde gas tax
Increase, Martin sald, revenues
would continue to fall as much as
$275 milllon short each year. The
recommended targets are:

® $565 million in revenue,

® Rebabilitation of more than
25,000 miles of main roads.

@ Repalr

auto-related sales taxes from the
general fund to the transportation
fund, “at most another $150 million
could be generated for transporta-
tion p 03"

He sald Michigan highways, roads
and bridges are “always playing
catchup” because revenues always
{all short when transporiation needs
are being addressed by the governor
and the L

P! and of
more than 8,200 deficient bridges.

+... MARTIN SAID that with Increas-

esin several user fees propesed in
*. the jegistation, and with a proposed
divarsion of some $96 milllon of

Martin sald the only two real
places to look to bridge the shortfall
are the federal government and the
state fuel tax,

A REPORT prepared by The

Road Information Program (TRIP)

of Washington, released by the Road

Bullders, concluded Michigan necds

to spend $565 million & year for the

next 10 years on the state's main
roads and bridges.

State and local agencics, the re-
luded, s

port an
$201.3 million last year on all road
and bridge improvements.

A survey of six Great Lakes states
showed that travel per mile on Mich-
igan's state highways is nearly 55
percent higher than the average on
Niinols, Indlana, Minnesota, Ohlo
and Wisconsin roads.

At the same time, however, Michi-

gan spent $4,178 per mile for state
highway Improvements, nearly
$2,000 less than the six-state aver-
age, according to the transportation

THE TRIP report further noted:

spends less per capita

tate roads — $31.05

compared to the regional average of » surance companies, motor vehicle
1}

® The average vehicle fuel usage
has declined nearly 10 percent in the

® Other Great Lakes states use
fees and taxes not imposed in Michi-

ontractors: State always plays ‘catch-up’

gan — such as local option gas and
sales taxes In Illinols and Ohlo, an
excise tax in Indlana and Minnesota,
and a welght-dlstance tax in Ohlo.
TRIP i8 a non-profit organization
researching, evaluating and disteib-
uting economic and technical data
on transportation lssues, '
It i3 sponsored by energy and in-

turers, distributors and suppllers,
businesses involved in highway engi-
neering, construction and financing,
labor unions and organizations con-
cerned with transportation net-
works,
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