iki, the el

By Janlco Brunson
staft writor

HE REMAINS of an cle-
phant named 1kl have
drawn 2 number of arca

: residents to a course on

museum technlques and reconsiruc-

tlon at Wayne State University.

* Busy cleaning and reassembling

IkF's skeleton, they arce unanimous in

thelr sentiments about the pachy-

derm-sized project.

. “It's a once-in-a-lifetime opportu-

nity,” said Anita Schwartz of Farm-

Ington Hills and Sherri Stewart of
d Hills, as the

sanded and scrubbed  backbone

vertebrac.

They and some 30 or so others
have beer laboring one nlght a week
since January, cleaning Iki's bones
and preparing to assemble the huge
skeleton for permanent display fn
the foyer of a stately old bullding on
campus called O)d Mai:

The project Is the hrnln child of
Dr. Jeheskal “Hezy” Shoshani, a
mammologist at Wayne State who Is
teaching the class.

. FOR SCHWARTZ, a former geolo-
gy major in college, and Stewart, a
. docent at the Cranbrook Institute of
- Sclence, the opportunity to particl-
- pate In the project was “too good to
overlook "

‘They enrolled as visitors to audit
the course when it was flrst offered

I thls past winter. They also plan to

- enroll in the spring course scheduled

- for May and June.

*  Shoshani is hopeful the cleaning of

* 1ki's bones will be completed by then
but unless 25 or more students enroll
in the course, It will be cancelled.

It all goes as planned, however,
“Shoshani expeets to assemble the
skeleten next fall. The entire project

" will have required an cstimated 4-
» 5,000 man hours, he said.

IKI, ORIGINALLY from Sri Lan-
ka, performed with Ringling Broth-
" ars and Barnum & Bailey Clrcus for
* 40 years before dying In Florlda In

- 1980.

- Shoshani and other volunteers
brought Iki's body to Detroit In a
- cented truck just days after the ele-
* phant died,

. Sue Berdenchuk, a bartender from

ephant, w

A gloved student cleans {ki's vertebrae.

ple, has been at Duke University in
North Carolina until recently.

The Jeft side of the skeleton was
placed in the tightly-sealed “beetle
room” at the university where der-
mestio beetles attacked flesh, eating
the bones nearly clean,

Now students are removing re-
maining bits of tissue, a job they sald
is tedious and difficult, particularly
from embalmed bones where tissue
has Irozen rock-hard.

Since the beginning of the course,
Ellle Stovis, of Bloom{leld Township,
and Carol DeFord, of Southfleld,
have been attacking one of Iki's
enormous femurs. The bone had
been embalmed, requiring the wom-
en to use electric drills, knives and
steel wool in their efforts.

“We soaked It to soften the tissue,
then the tissue rotted and started to
stink. So we soaked it in Blz Deter-
gent. It didn't make it any easler to
clean but at least it smells better,”
they said.

Slovis and DeFord are museum
educators at Cranbrook Institute.

SHOSHANI, 43, originally of Isra-
el and now of Bloomfield Hills, Is an
ardent elephant lover who enjoys
passing this feeling along to others,

“They are Intelligent mammals,”
he sald, whose bodles combine both
the most primitive as well as the
most specialized features of mam-

mals.
of their blood

«‘Troy, was one of those
Now she and a friend, Craig Jnsllcc
who is a chef in Tmy. are taklng
Shoshdnl's course because “we like
* elephants.”
: Once at Wayne State, the right
: side of the skeleton was embalmed
-Ior anatomical study at the school
) and elsewhere, The trunk, for exam-

“The ar
vessels and thelr large rib cage (20
tlbs) are primitive. Yet thelr trunk is
one of the most speclalized features
in any mammal,” Shoshani said.

“Elcphants have fascinated man
since the dawn of agu "

Sarah  Brosnah shares
Shoshani's fascination. “I've always

been interested,” she sald. Bros-
nahan enrolled In the class after
belng told about it by a Farmington
Hills neighbor.

The neighbor, Rita Kaplan, Is fa-
miliar with Shoshani's work because
she has participated in summer ex-
cavatlons near Plne Knob that
Shoshani has led sinee 1883,

Summer excavation teams have
beon uncovering remalns of a masto-
don after part of a skul) was inad-
vertently uncovered in 1980 during
construction for a home.

“The class {on Iki’s skeleton) ex-
tends (the experience of) the dig for
mtl:d through the winter,” Kaplan
sald.

EXCAVATIONS FOR the masto-
don are jointly conducted by Wayne
State University, the Highland Lakes
campus of Oakland Community Col-
lege and Cranbrook Insltute, and col-
lege course credlt may be carned by
enrolling at Wayne State or Oakland
Community.

For information about the clean-
ing and reconstruction of Iki or to
register in the spring course at
Wayne State, call 577-2873 between
8 a.m. and § p.am., Monday through
Friday. Final registration date is
May 8.

If you recently opened a shop,
captured an award, earned a pro-
motion or are planning a new
venture or project — and there's
a Farmington-area business an-
ple — we'd like to hear from you
50 we can share your news item
with other Farmington Observer
readers. Send items to: Short
takes, Farmington Observer,
33203 Grand River, Farmington
48024.

. short takes

@ NAMED COORDINATOR
David Ritzman of Farmington
i Hills was named client services
+ coordinator for Alamo Learning Sys-
. tems, a national training ard devel-
; opment firm. Alamo's central regton
: headquarters is in Farmlngton Hllli
T R In the newly
5 created  posltion,
i Ritzman will as-
9 q slst clients in {den-
h Zi tifying training

needs, talloring
courseware and
developlng strates
gles to achleve on-
thc-]ub applica-

to

: Alamo from Minneapolls, where he

. was training adminlstrator for

Group Health, Inc., one of the largest

B group health plans in the midwest.

}{e was formerly account manager
. for Wilson Learning Corp., Chlcago.

@ NOWA VP
i, Suzanne Shawn of Farmington
: Hills was promoted to group super-
- visor for network/new technologies
! at Campbell-Ewald, a Warren-based

;\dvcmslng agency.

She will keep Campbell-Ewald up

> {o date on new media developments
© ih cable television and high-teeh in-
uovauons

. GROWING FAST

GMA regularly provides technical
Iecturers for seminars on hazardous
gas cxposure control, It has assisted
federal and state occupational
health authorities in developing ex-
posure standards and testing proto-

cols.

Notarlanni attributes GMA's rapld
growth to a longstanding bastc en-
trepreneurial philosophy:

“We simply developed a very nar-
row market segment and empha-
sized comprehensive service. By be-
coming the expert In a very narrow
fleld, we have been able to secure a
service and consulting base that usu-
ally can't be matched by our com-
petltors, big or small. The hospital
markel demands comprehensive ser-
vice or you don't keep the business.

clal clfects to glve commercials ex-
tra punch to cateh the viewer's eye
and imagination.

Some of its memorable work done
for W.B, Doner Advertising includes
the large bank vault expanding at
the seams as the Michigan Lottery
grows and grows without a winner
while nervous bank guards try to
compose each other before the vault
explodes.

Another commercial uses the Indi-
ana Jones theme for a Highland Ap-
pliance repair truck that makes it
through gunfire, hijackers, a large
gorllla and roadblocks to reach a
customer’'s home with, . . “no prob-
lem.”

Now, Magic Lantern has been
tapped by two of Hollywood's los

We've been able to a repu-
tatlon for dolng it right.”

GMA has already achieved sales
performance levels to be included in
next year’s “INC. 500" llstings.

® NEW OFFICE

Catholic Social Services of Oak-
land County has opened a new office,
Margaret Huggard, Catholic Soctal
Services executive director.

The new location, at 26105 Orc-
hard Lake at 11 Mile in Farmington
Hills, was chosen to belter serve res-
idents of southern and western Oak-
land County,

Services available at the new loca-
tion inclnde lndlvldunl and {nx;'ﬂly

old

: « George Notarianni, of
. Rarmington Hills-based Gas Moni-
‘toring & Analysis, has announced
: GMA's selcctlon as one of the !as‘b

adult scrvlcu, ndoptlun and foster
care services and substance abuse
nssmment and lhernpy, Including

Stephen
Dino DeLaurentis.

For Spielberg's Amblin Entertain-
ment, Magic Lantern has worked on
“Harry and the Henderson's,” a com-
edy adventure fHm directed by Wil-
liam Dear, Magic Lantern produced
a film composite for “Harry and the
Henderson's.”

In the recently released DeLau-
rentls horror film, “Evil Dead II"
directed by Sam Raimi, Maglc Lan-
tern provided special effects that in-
cludes trees coming to life and at-
tacking a lonely cabin in the woods.
The living trees and cabin effects
were done with minlatures.

Asked 1if this means Magic Lan-
tern will spend less time on televi-
sion commercial productions and in-
dustrial films and more time work-
ing on features, president Robert

ke ted

* ést.growing private L
ﬂ-c country.

: 1t's listed in “INC. 500," published
annually by INC. Magazine.

GMA reached the top 500 list for
(he first time In Its six-year history,
plnclng 228th. It achleved a five-
. year sales growth of 952 percent,

: " GMA is a hospital consulting com-
p:my deating in the meuurumcnt

specia
and oldcr adults,

For more information, eall 471-
4140.

® SHE'S QUTSTANDING
Cynthla Elzinga of Farmington

Hills was named one of the Out-

standing Young Women of America.
The Outstanding Young Women of

. &ind control of p
* gases communly used in the hospital
environment. It was founded to pro-
. vide hospitals with important infor-
. mation about employee exposure to
s\xch potentially hazardous gases as
!ormnldchyde, nitrous oxlde and
olhylene oxlde.

* “ GMA has grown to provide in-
! depth consulting, technical serviee
. and related products to hundreds of
hospitals.

. . Anpual sales for GMA reached $1
" miltion, lnc!ud\ng contracts with
some of the largest medical facill-
ties [n the country. .

America prog sceks 10 recog-
nize the achievements and abilitics
of women between the ages of 21
and 38.

These women are being honored
for their outstanding clvic and pro-
fesslonal contributions to thelr com-
munlty, their state and the nation.

® CREATES MAGIC

Magic Lantern Productions, a
Farmington Hills-based production
company, is well known for its cre-
ative work with televislon commer-
clals,
Tt uses miniatures and other spe-

“Actually, we are expanding our
resources and Magle Lantern will be
more of everything. We fully Intend
on contlnuing our TV work as well as
getting more and more into feature
flim work. And because films are
being shot on locations all over the
world, and because we are only four
hours from Los Angeles, it doesn’t
matter where you are located as
long as you make yourself available
when Hollywood calls, and get the
job done on time and on budget.

® ASSISTANT VP

Virginla Frost of Farmington
Hills was appointed assistant vice
president in the auditing department
at Detroit-based Comerica Ine.

Frost jolned the corporatlon in
1979 as a management tralnee. She
has held positlons of increasing re-
sponslbillty :Ince then.

mber of the Banking

Admlnlstrntlon Institute.
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il live on.at WSU
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photos by STEPHEN CANTRELL/statf photographer

ri Stewart {left) of Bloomfield Hiils, and Anita
Schwartz of Farmington Hills.

Dr. Jeheskal “Hezy” Shoshani explains the
finer points of an elephant’s anatomy to Sher-

the VYoung individualists

Demonstration
and personal appearance
by Mr. Roy Justice
May 9, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Toys, Birmingham
Examine our entire Brio*
collection. Its safe,
quality craftsmanship and
delightful design have
entertained both
children and parents
for over 100 years. Made
of solid beechwood.

Jacobsons

an Express‘ Card,

W(! welcomc Jacobson s Chargc Card or The Amenc

Shop untll 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
Until 6 p.m. on Monday. Tuesday. Wednesday and Saturday




