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trees for state, 1B
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Friends help give
library a boost, 8B
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rT OW cold was it?
N —_ No topeoats were
1 [ scenatthe
Farmington Area

YMCA Wellness Center
groundbreaking April 30. But
sunny skies belied chilly
temperatures.

“Getting ready for the
program, [ was concerned
about rain. But I never thought
about the cold,” said Robert
Densmore, Farmington Area
YMCA Roard of Dircctors
chairman.

IT"S National Music Week.

At Farmington Muslcale's
request, Farmington City
Council issued a proclamation
urging residents “to observe
and take part in activities
recognizing the importance of
musie, musicians and musical
organizations (o everyone.”

MONDAY is the last day
to register to vote in the
Monday, June 8, Farmington
Board of Educatlon election.
Incumbent Susan Rennels will
face challenger Jennifer Mart
in the race for a four-year
term.,

ON hoard.

Farmington Hills City
Council has chosen Farmington
Green West resident Stuart
Selis to fill a vacancy on the
Parks and Recreation
Commission. His term expires
Feb. 1, 1989,

FOOTNOTES: 0One year
ago this week — Three
Farmingten Public Schools
scnior high students — two
from Harrison and one from
North Farmington — were
among the 15 members of the
Ohserver’s 1986 Academic All-
Star team.
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Twenty-Flve Cents

Schools mull extra revenue

By Casoy Hans
staff writer

Farmington school trustees face a
choice of rolling back the district's
millage, or budgeting an additional
$1.2 millien for the coming budget
year, based on information present-
cd at a Tuesday study session.

Although the board has several
weeks to consider the malter and un-
tif June 2 to adopt the [987-88 budg-
ct, at least one trustee said he wants
to give the moncy to taxpayers.

Tehran
traced

Escapee has written the book,
“Not Without My Daughter”:
Page 64.

By Jonnne Mallszowskl
stalf writor

OR HELGA Miller, it was a
personal coup.
For Betty Mahmoody, it

was yet another chance to
tclt her story of escape from Tran.

Miller's coup was a personal in-
terview — following in newswom-
an Barbara Walter's footsteps —
with Mahmoody, the Michigan
woman who escaped with her

daughter after months of bheing
held hostage in Iran by her hus-

“T was just so fascinated. There
is so much to this,”” Miller said of
meeting and interviewing Mah-
moody.

Malimoody's tale of escape —
with the help of an Iranian busi-
nessman — on horseback through
Tarkey was first told in July 1986

Please turn to Page 6

"I think we should rol} it back,”
said the board's treasurer H. Jack
Inch. “It looks like we're searching
for ways 1o spend (he money. I have
a little difficulty saying ‘we found a
place to spend the money'.

“This budget is adequate — IU's far
cnough to go In one year.”

The prellminary budget reviewed
‘Tuesday by the school board totaled
$66.5 milllon based on a State Equal-
Ized Value of $1.647 bilion.

A last-minute revision by the city
of Farmington Hills took the dis-

Helga Miller of Farmington Hills achieved a personal coup
with the interview ot Betty Mahmoody,
being held hostage in Iran by her husband.

trict’s SEV figure to $1.686 billlen,
glving the district $1.2 million more
than proposed in the budget, Deputy
Superintendent Michael Flanagan
explalned. The mafority of the SEV
rating, or $1.442 billion, comes from
Farmington Hllls.

THE BOARD voted unanimously
to schedule the required Truth in
Taxation hearing for 6:30 p.m. Tues-
day, May 19, based on the higher fig-
ure for purposes of budget review.
The district 18 proposing the same

RANDY BORST/stati photographer

who escaped from

32,5 levy for operating millage for
the district which covers the clty of
Farmington, a major portion of
Farmington Hills and a small part of
West Bloom{icld Township.

The proposed budget is based on
the lower SEV figure with expendi-
tures of $66.5 milllon — compared
with a $56 million budget approved
for 1986-87.

It the budget is approved as writ-
ten, the millage would be lowered
because of the d SEV. If,

full 32.5 mllls based on the higher
SEV, the extra dollars would be
placed in the new budget.

The proposed budget at the lower
figure would cover;

& \Wage settlements for union
contracts currently being negotiat-

ed;

e Allow $2.5 milllon for cquip-
ment and building Improvements —
following a similar program to u
grade the district's bulldings, which

however, the board votes to levy the

Please turn to Page 14

Property tax

appeals down
from last year

By Joonno Maliszewski
staft writer

1t wasn't as heetlc as expected.

Property tax assessment appeals
in Farmlngton Hllls were fewer this
year than last. That's particularly
surprising because of the creation
earller this year of a second proper-
ty assessment board of review, said
Dean Babb, Farmington Hills asses-
sor.

Members of the city's two boards
of review heard a tota! of 709
appeals — 41 fewer than lust year,
Babb said.

“With the type of Increases, we
had few appeals,” Babb said, partic-
ularly with commercial and proper-
ty assessments.

In antlcipation of an onslaught of
appeals on commercial and industri-
al propertles — the result of an ap-
pralsal that increased assessments
an average 30 percent — a special
board of review was created.

Of the total 702 appeals, however,
only 200 were for commercial/in-
dustrial properties. The remaining
509 were residential appeals, Babb
said,

Even with the increased assess-
ments on  commercial/industrial
properties and an average increase
of 6 percent on resldential, the
boards of review denied quite a few
appeals, Babb said.
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‘For me the definition
of being a mother has
broadened in conep! to
include my duty of
protection.’
— Rebecca Fineman,
Farmington Hills

B8y Davo Varga
statf wrlter

How much difference can a co)
lege kid make?

Jackle Victor of Bloomfield Town-
ship made a big impact at home. She
helped inspire her mother and
grandmother to become activists in
the war against nuclear destruction.

“1 never thought because I was In-
volved my mother would get In-
volved and my grandmother would
get involved,” Jackie said.

And their involvement eventually
helped form a metropolitan Detroit
chapter of the Women's Actlon for
Nuclear Disarmament (WAND). The
year-old local group will hold a
Mother's Peace Day breakfast in
Birmingham this mornlng, followed
by a speech by Sayre Sheldon at 7:30
pm. at the Southfield Public Li-
brary.

The peace connection with this
weckend's Mother’s Day celebration
is natural, WAND members point
out. One of the carly originators of

By Bob Sklar
staff writer

Calling him *‘a mode for ail chil-
deen and citizens of all ages,” the
Farmington City Council Monday
honored the memory of longtime
educator Nicholas Abld Sr.

Abld, a princi-
pal at three
clementaries
durlng his 30
years with
Farmlington
Public  Schools,
died Nov. 25 at
age 60. He was
g}lncipal at Gill

ementary  at
the time of s A le
death. .

The city councll proclamation
pointed out that Abld “carned the
atfectlon and respect of the chil-
dren and their familles in the
nelghborhoods In which he prac-
ticed his chosen profession.”

'E‘

Principal’s memory honored

He “so often followed his heart,
beyond the req of hls po-

teeth fluorldation and Head Start.
It d his cfforts on behalf

sition, to serve the needs of his
charges in countless ways,” the

of the Sarah Fisher Home for Chil-
dren and the Farmington Area
Coodiell .

pr
The 25-year Farmington resldent

taught athers how to live through
his efforts on behalf of the many
community-minded programs he
founded, including the school dis-
trict’s Student Emergency Fund.

Abid started the fund during hls
years at Willlam Grace Elementa-
ry to help needy children and thelr
familles meet expenses for food,
clothing, shelter, utllity bills and
other necessary items,

He remained the fund's sole ad-
ministrator. For many years, he
was Is sole fund-ralser. Later, the
Farmington Arca PTA Council
shared in the responsibility and be-
came a major contrlbutor.

TIE CITY council also clted
Abid’s work in helping Introduce
such social programs as student

. ey

The council commended Abid
“for his high understanding of the
role of the cltizens In a democra-

Also on her husband’s behalf,
Abid's widow, Juanita, recelved a
Civle Leader Award from the city
counchl and a memorlal resolution
from the Michigan Legislature.
The Clvie Leader Award recog-
nized Abid’s achievements “in the
cducation and soclal care of the
children of Farmington.” The legls-
lative resolution was signed by
state Rep. Wilbur Brotherton, R-
Farminglon, and state Sen. Jack
Faxon, D-Farmington Hills.
Juanita Abld accepted the
awards exactly as she sald her hus-
band would have wanted her lo —
“on behalf of all the principals of

Farmlngton Schools.”

THOUGH THE assessor's staft
does not yet have final figures on the
specific number of cases denied or
the number of assessments reduced,
dollar values are available. Assessed
value Is 50 percent of the property’s

Please turn to Page 6

5
Hills 3rd
in county
for SEV

By Joanno Maliszowski
stalf writer

Farmington Hills remains in third
place behind Southfield and Troy for
highest state cqualized value (SEV)
in Oakland County.

That doesn't mean Farmington
Hills didn’t grow in value of proper-
ty last year.

The city's total SEV, in fact, In-

Please turn to Page &

3 generations

cclebrating a day focused on moth-
ers was Jutia Ward Howe of Boston.
After the carnage of the Civil War
and Franco-Prussian War, Howe
wrote, “Why do not the mothers of
mankind Interfere in these matters
to prevent the waste of human life

i

which they alone bear and know the
cost?”

REBECCA FINEMAN, Jackie's
grandmother who lives in Farming-
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STEPHEN CANTRELL/stalf pholographer

These three generations of women are active In the anti-nucte-
ar/peace movemont — Jackie Victor, 22, Arlene Victor, 53, and
b " hor
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