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By Bob 8klar
staff writer

The only way Farmington Hills
could afford to run sobriety check
lanes is If the city recelves a grant to
put officers on overtime,

Check lanes could be effective in
helplog cut drunk driving, but
they're samething best left to sher-
ff’s departments or the state police.

“I don't know how any suburban
department could afford to do it,”
said Chief Willlam Dwyer of the
Farmington Hills Police Depart-
ment. “I think we're talking about
flve or six officers per roadblock.
We have other traffle priorities.”

Dwyer's comments came follow-
ing a US. Supreme Court ruling
Aprii 18 focusing on Indiana's check
lane program. Without comment,
justices let stand lower-court mllngs
that the results of intoxication tests
may be used as evidence,

Even without check lanes, Farm-
ington Hills Is arresting more drunk
drivers through stricter trafflc en-
forcement. “We're not Ignoring
drunk drivers. We do have a strong

traffic program. There’s a correla-
tlon between that and last year's
dramatic drop in fatal accidents,”
Dwyer sald.

‘Three people died in traffic acci-
dents last year in Farmington Hills,
the clty's Jowesl fululity rate in 15
years. Last year also was the flrst
year in 10 years the number of acci-
dents reported on public streets
dropped — from 2,284 In 1985 o
2,216 in 1986. Drunk driving arrests
last year totaled 305, 42 more than
the previous year.

Trafflc pntrols are stepped up In
areas wherever there’s a high inel-
dence of Injury accidents or drunk
driving complaints, “We take a very
positive position on seleclive en-
forcement In areas where we
recelve complaints,” Dwyer sald.
“It's not unusual to have our Traffle
Dlvision commit officers to certain
s;xbdlvlslons or other areas of the
city.”

IN FARMINGTON, Department
of Publlc Safcty Director Frank
Lauhoff agrees that the check lane
concept s good, but not practical for

lice can’t afford

‘We’re not ignoring drunk drivers. . .
There’s a correlation between that and
last vear's dramatic drop in fatal

accidents.’

— William Dwyer
Hills police chief
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situation, they tend to pay more at-
tention to the problem,” Lauhoff

THE AMERICAN Civil Libertles
Union sald the U.S. Supreme Court’s
refusal to iear the Indlans appeal
wlll have little lmpact on Michigan
Gov. James Blanchard’s fight
against vers.

Howard Simon, Michigan ACLU
r, pointed out that

small local departments.

“The question is, ‘How can you
best remove the drunk driver from
the road?’ With our manpower and
budget, It's more productive to do it
with officers in patrol cars individu-
ally observing drivers.”

Lauhoff thinks officers on patrol
nab more drunk drivers than officers
manning check lanes,

“At check lanes,” he sald, “offi-
cers must look for glazed eyes or
must smell alcohol on someone's
breath and give a prel test.
Olficers on the street have the ad-
vantage of observing the way some-
one Is driving.”

Conceptually, check lanes height-
en awareness of drunk driving.
“When people are stopped in a group

‘Dog bites can

wun the arrival of warm weather,
Kenneth
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Harrls has asked dog owners to help
protect their pets and thelr letter
carrlers from dog bites.

About 7,000 of the natlon's letter
carriers suffercd dog bit {nfuries last
year, Harrls said.

“Dog bites can be dlsastrous,” he
sald, “and that's why we're naklng
for cooperation from dog owners.
We're hoping they will help to pro-
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tect both their pet and their letter
carrlers.”

Harrls suggested that dog owners
keep thelr pets away from the mall-
box and the areas used by the mall
carrier for access to the property.

“H the pet is not kept behind a se-
cure fence, then we suggest the
owner restrain the dog with a leash
or keep it Inside during the usual
huiudrs of the carrier’s delivery,” he
sald.

the high court didn't zsue an opinion
on the constitutionality of check
lanes, Besides, Indinna'a sobriety
check lanes may differ widely from
::ose instituted by Michigan, he add-

Blanchard, a check lane propo-
nent, said he still hopes to win his
appezl of a Wayne County Circuit
Court declsion In June 1986 that held
the road blocks unconstitutional.

check lanes

“I'm not surprised by the (Su-
preme Court) rullng, la;

told reporters in DetmlL “We had
felt nll along drunk driving check
pelats were constitutional.

“The question is to wat degree do
we apply them here, and obviously

. I'd like to do that. We continue to

belleve that drunk driving is one of
the most serlous menaces on the
highway."

THE HIGH court's action doesn't
mean justices can't one day chocse
some other case to fudge the validity
of such police road blocks,

Forty states have used check lanes
in some form.

The Associated Press contribut-
ed to this story.

be disastrous’

The Postal Service has the right to
protect its carriers by refusing to de-
lver mail to a household with an
unrestrained dog. In cases where a
dog I3 allowed to run loose In the

— and it
with a carrler — delivery service to
the entire area could be affected.

The Postal Service also provides
counseling to bitten carriers wishing
to seek actlon against the dog own-
ers,

“We constantly alert our carriers
to the danger of unrestrained dogs,"”
Harris sald. “But the real solution is
{for dog owners to cooperate.”

“Owners need {0 realize that dog
ownership carries with it several re-
sponsibilitles,” he added. “Preveat-
Ing their dogs from bitting or attack-
Ing people who must enter the prop-
erty Is one of them. We don't l.hlnk
that's too much to ask.”
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