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For masses, TV educates — but tastelessly

HE RECENT scandals in-
volving the Rev. Jim
Bakker and his violation of

the standards cxpected of

a religlous leader focus our attention

on the ever-Increasing role of televl-
slon on our lives.

Televlsion's social and cultural re-

sponsibilities are thosc of the largest

and probabiy st cdued-

cducator. It does not fully Inform; it

moral
perspectives

N
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for good or I},

tional system any society has known.
For most people, mass communi-
cations provide the means of their
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Te!uvislon 's choice of topics, person-
alities, and emphases decldes what
the masses learn.

For these reasons, one can confer
on {clevision the title and status of
educator, I cannot think of a nicer
compliment than to call someone a
teacher.

BUT 1 RECOGNIZE that televi-
slon does not much care for the title.
Perchaps that Is because the video
screen realizes It must be glven, in
every depariment, low marks as an
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as much as it clarifies; it
undermines moral values; and in the
case of the Rev. Bakker, it betrays
the trust reposed In it by its viewers.

‘Televiston’s delight in the shoddy,
the tasteless, the mind-dulling, and
the venal is well established.

During the week that preceded
Passover and Easter, one television
channel showed “The Ten Com-
mandments,” while the other chan-
nels featured programs that broke at
Teast six of them.

TELEVISION'S unswerving alle-
glance is to financial galn,

Qualms of conseience about the ef-
fects of dishonest advertising or
unworthy programming disappear
like morning mist in the glow of a
comfortable advertising contract.

When rellgion enters this business,
it too can easily be corrupted by the
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lure of Intoxicating financlal gain, as
we have seen,

Because of its preoccupation with
violence, illicit sex, and aspects of
human depravity, television has en-
couraged the stupefaction and desen-
sltization of our nation. All the dirty
garbage In our social and cultural
and moral li{e cannot be dropped at
television's door, to b sure,

BUT I AGREE with a TV critlc
who said some time ago: “Television
has within its power to decide what
kind of people we become.” I shud-
der as I contemplate the implica-
tions of that statement.

Its defenders say that television
does not create social emptiness,
cultural chaos, and moral decline,
but merely reports what it finds.
Mass communication portrays itself

panzee exhibit at the Detroit Zoo,

as the efflclent conduit of social in-
formation,

Also, some argue that it Is not the
fault of televislon that people prefer
fantasy to fact — and it Is not televi-
slon's pmhlcm. but theirs, il t)u:y
prefer and

in our schools, the ever Increasing
rate of teenage pregnancy, and the
host of other violations of the princi-
ples of decency and Integrity, we,
should dircct our attentlon to that
powerful educational force which
has the malaise of Ameri-

to information.

THESE ARE SPURIOUS' argu-
ments,

Televlsion is more in-

ca.

The Rev. Bakker is not really the
most serious prnbl'.m He iy lhe
which

fluential than the family, the school,
the church, the synagogue, and the
community in shaping and influenc-
ing attitudes, values and conduct. We
have Indeed become a “global
school” b I

the medium of tnlevlslon has brought
into our homes,

The time has come for our seciety
to determine that mass communica-
tion shall not pander to the worst in

T
The lessons depicted on the TV
screen become the “life-curriculum™
for millions of viewers.
If we want to find ways to reduce
the crime on our streets, the violence

To collect the “challenge” grant,
the Detroit Zoological Society — an
non-profit bershi
organlzation, licensed to raise funds
to support zoo programs - must

the ) people.

Rabbi Irwin Groner is with
Congregation Shaarey Zedek in
Southfield.

Kresge challenges zoo group

The Kresge Foundation of Troy,
one of the natlon’s largest private
foundations, announced a $600,000
challenge grant this week toward the
campalgn for a new $7 million chim-

ralse some $4.8 million in private
funds by the end of 1987.

The Zoological Soclety is inde-
pendent of the clty of Detrolt, which
owns and operates the zoo.
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