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Jonas Cole (left) manipulates the man-eating plant, and James
Stovall is the voice of Audrey 11, in “Little Shop of Horrors.”

2 share role
of monster plant

By Ethel Simmons
statf welter

Audrey I¥, the monstrous, peaple-
eating plant in “Little Shop of Hor-
rors,” requires two actors — one for
the voice and one to manipulate it,

James Stovall, in an offstage
booth, speaks and sings when the
plant talks to Seymour who has
raised it. Audrey I demands food in
two muslcal numbers, “Feed Me (Git
1) and “Suppertime.”

Jonas Cole is a wiry, 6 foot 2 actor
who gets Inslde the plant, which

y grows to
height, and its viny arms overflow
the stage. He moves Its huge mouth
when it talks and eats, He makes the
plant gyrate wildly, too.

“It's very hot in there,” said Cole,
“There no air In there, The trick is
trying to get something lifcless like
that is to look like it's talking and
synchronized with the voice.”

Cole has an amused twinkle in his
eye as he talks about this offbeat
role he plays. This is the second pro-
ductlon in which he operated Audrey
11 He did the show for more than a
year In Boston, working with the
same director as the Blirmingham
production,

“THIS IS A pltable plant. It has an
aluminum frame and foam,” he said,
contrasting Audrey II In the current
show with the one in Boston. “The
other was one-quarter-inch flber-
glass. You have to be very aglle and

very strong. You have to lift it at
parts.”

He also makes the little plant
move, in its flrst of four stages, but
he won't reveal how.

Jonas has studled yoga for years
and also runs, does Nautilus and
workeuts, He polnts out, “This is a
workout In itself.”

What makes it especlally tough,
“Most of the times you can't see out.
Sometimes there's a screen and they
can’t see in, and you can see out.”

His theatrical background in-
cludes working as an actor and

Name’s not the same
but talent still shines

By Ethol Simmons
stall writer

HE MARSHA WATER-

BURY you meet backstage

at the Birmlngham The-

atre doesn’t look at all like

Audrey, the wispy-volced blonde

with mincing steps who stars in “Lit-
tle Shop of Horrors"” at the theater.

She does look like the Marsha
Scaggs who appeared in “They're
Playing Our Song" at Detroit's
Fisher Theatre with Victor Garber
and later at the Birmingham The-
atre with Larry Kert. Scaggs was
her marrled name that used to be
her stage name untll she got di-
vorced and then starred on Broad-
way In “Smile.”

“I just love this town,” said the
tall, brunette actress, after greeting
a reporter and photographer team.

She stayed In Birmingham during
both runs of “They're Playing Our
Song" and is back again for the new
show,

Waterbury needed just a few min-
utes to touch up her fluffy colffure.
She had been out shopping for a wig
to wear as Audrey and had mussed
up her hair.

“This one looks just like straw,”
she sald, showlng the original wig.
“This Is more ash,” she said, holding
a smoothly styled, blonde wig. “I've
been cutting it.”

THE PRETTY performer spoke

clown and dolng imp:
comedy. He did two tours of pup-
petry, one with a Boston troupe and
another in a Japanese style called
Bunraku,

Cole says there may be a Japanese
tour of “Little Shop of Hotrors,”
with him cast again as Audrey II's

puppeteer,
“It's hard work, but it's nice to be

casily, ina manner, about
her family, her ux;!ly stage career,
A an o

her
shows and tours.

“It's real nice to be back, and here

starring In the Midwest,” she sald,
Waterbury's family lives outside
Cleveland, in North Olmsted. Her
dad will be driving up a family car
for her to use during the run of the

employed In the acting p: ”
he noted.

JAMES STOVALL, Audrey Il's
volce, has appeared in Birmingham
otice before, singlng In a church with
a_ choral group from college,
Morchouse, in Atlanta. This time,
he's behind the scenes as Audrey II,
delivering his lines with delightful
menace,

Working from a booth backstage,
“I can see everything. It's live, not
recorded,” he sald. “It’s my first ex-

Please turn to Page 9

eatre  p
which continues through Sunday,
May 31.

“I wanted to do this slnce I was
seven,” she said of her acting career.
“There used to be a tent theater out-
side Cleveland catled Music Carni-
val. My parents worked there. Both
were classlcal singers.”

Her mother now does little the-
ater, and her dad plays saxophone in
a big band. Her older sister, Laura,
is an actress who fas done musical
revues and lives in Los Angeles.
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Marsha Waterbury, formerly Marsha Scaggs, is the star of “Lit-
tle Shop of Horrors” at the Birmingham Theatre. She plays
Audrey, tor whom the plant Is named, in the musical she says
is ;‘g satire, a parody of a bad B movie. | just think it's hyateri-
cal.

WATERBURY STUDIED acting
at 16 in Cleveland, then went to Pur-

ue.

“After a year, [ declded I want to
go where the action is,"” she sald.

At 19, she went to New York and
worked for a theater group upstate.
Her pay was $10.

After that, she studled for two
years at the American Academy of
Dramatic Arts, then ran a theater
with actor Jimmy Scaggs, who was
her husband, in Harrisburg, Pa.

SHE HAS appeared Off-Broadway
in “Nunsense” and “Little Shop of
Horrors.” There she met the man
who presently is the most important
one in her life: actor Ken Land, the
sadistic dentist, Orin, in the New
York productton,

She and Scaggs were divorced
four years ago, and she declded to
resume her maiden name when she
was cast in the lead role In composer
Marvin Hamliseh’s musical,
“S_nlmo)‘ The show about beauty

pageants opened last November and
closed in January after critics
panned it.

Hamlisch spent seven years get-
ting “Smile” to Broadway,

“I worked two years on the thing,”
Waterbury sald. “T had to auditlon
for it six times.”

‘Smile” s by Howard Ashman,
who wrote the book and lyries and
directed the show, He's also the au-
thor of “Little Shop of Horrors.”

“He did all three with ‘Little
Shop,” Waterbury said.

Victor Valentine directs the Bir-
mingham produetlon.

Although Waterbury was unhappy
with the character she played in
“Smlle,” she sald of the il-fated
show, “I felt there was an audlence
for it. The audience loved it.”

BASED ON the cult movic,
"“Smile,” which starred Barbara Fel-
ton, Broadway's version cast Water-
bury as a beauty contestant who
didn’t win the pageant at 17 but went.
back to compete, at age 35, for the
Job of pageant spokeswoman,

“Smile” went through & lot of
changes.

“They kept changlng, cutting and
fixing it,” Waterbury said. “I thought
they took the bite out of it.

“The drama of the play was, What
will this woman do? suc-
cess? She's like a Mary Tyler Moore
gone bad. She does some strange
stuff to win.”

When the emphasis shifted away
from her character to accent the
beauty contestants instead, the show
and Waterbury’s role suffered, she
belleves,

“I love the idea of portra;
women In sort of the middleclass
American soclety,” Waterbury said.
“I'm going to end up writing some-
thing, I think, about women from su-
burbla.”

After “Smile” closed, she played
Off-Broadway In “Nunsense.” Anoth-
er actress in the show Is Susan Gor-
don-Clark, who is from Birmingham
and lives acrross the hall from
Waterbury, in New York.

“We're really tight (friends,"
Waterbury said.

WHAT'S NEXT for Waterbury,
she hopes, Is a new TV series. She did
a pilot for CBS-TV and expects to
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gourmet delights...

« Fresh Scones

+ Cheese & Fruit

+ Assortment of Salads

* Breakfast Irems

e Omelettes made to order
o Entree Selections

* Variety of Desserts

— seservations accepted —
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MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH

11:00 a.m. to 5:00

Join us for a Buffet Style Brunch

offering a varied assortmentof )
s

280 N. Woodward ¢ Birmingham
646-7001

p-m.

Casa

ARMANDO’S

Mother's Day
BRUNCH BUFFET

SE95
11:00 am-2:30 pm

OPEN MOTHER’S DAY!

Mother’s Day
DINNER FIESTA

$7 95 BUFFET

5:00-9:30 pm

Hours:
Sun.-Thurs. 11-11

Come & See the Detroit Tigers - May 14th

29200 Orchard Lske Rd,
Farmington Hills

Fri.-Sat. 11-1 a.m. Fine Mexican American Cuisine

626-2982

L 5EIms

value is purchased.

RESERVATIONS
649-1840
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Celebrate Mother’s Day now thru
Saturday, May 16

Bring that special Mom and we'll take up
to *10.00 off her dinner entree when a
second dinner entree of equal or greater

Offer good Mon.-Sat. after 4:00 p.m. thruSat., 5/16/87
Cannot be used with any other promotions!
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PARTY POP-INS

Parties for CI

» Conflrmation
+ Bar Mitzvahs

4
Y

The Alternative to Video/Restaurant Partles

(of all ages)

« Blrthdays
+ Office Partles

[ CARNIVALS orfone, Ofceor Peid |

Coordinie,

Wo CO0 FAIRS

'Wa can arrange everyihing from clowns through clean-up!
CALL US & RELAX

528-0879

Monday-Friday 10-5

U

To Mom, with love

Sunday Brunch...10:30am-2:30pm
An elegant buffet worthy
of the holiday...$12.95
Children (under 10)...56.95
g
Sunday Dinner...4:30-9pm
Featuring our Dinner Menu

Call 642-3131 for reservations
30100 Telegraph Road (N. of 12 Milc)




