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‘Bellsong has ausp|0|ous Young Adult class debut

OW DOES A book get start-
ed? There may be as
many ways as there are

books. Ideas can come
from dreams, from snatches of con-
versation, from childhood memories,
from slgnificant events (either our
own or someone ¢lse's} — and even,
scemingly, from nowhere.

Bettie Cannon's first novel, "“A
Bellsong for Sarah Raines” (Charles
Scribner’s Sons, hardbound, $12.95),
started out as a collection of person-
al experiences.

“I wanted to write down what 1
remembered about my girlhood,”
the West Bloomfleld writer said,
“but as I wrote, I wondered Iif I was
secing it the way It really was or the
way my grown-up mind wanted to
seel

She wrote to a friend she had
grown up with in Detroit, *'I asked
her, ‘What are your memories? What
did we do?"' and she wrote back page
after page of things I had either
nearly or completely forgotten, My
mind was just churning with all
those thoughts and fiction seemed
the only to go with it.”

“BELLSONG"” MOVES from De-
troit to the coal mining region of
southeastern Kentucky, an area Can-
non knows well. “We spent summers
there with my mother's famlly and [
was always envious of my cousins. [
always wanted to be ‘from there”
Their lifestyles were so far remaved
from anything I had known up north
in the city.

Lk g Mona
Grigg

book break

Sarah loved him even though he had
the evll drink Inside him. She loved
him but she was afraid. She never

knew what to believe, love or fear,
“‘Now, Sarah,’ he'd say, ‘you don't
know It, but my grandpap came
from Virginny back In the 1700s,
Owned a whole valley In them days.
d in' educated man he was,

Sarah, the main character, comes
out of a book Cannon says she wrote
when she was in her early teens, “A
sort of ‘Gone With the Wind * revislt-
ed, as I recatl.”

“Bellsong” takes place during the
Great Depresslon, and the precipl-
tating event — the father’s suicide
— comes from an experience In Can-
non’s own life.

“I knew the story had to focus on
that suicide and how It affects a
family, and when I first wrote it it
was the mother’s story. But several
comments came back saying essen-
tially the same thing — “Strong
characters, rich locales, but this
book shoutd be written as a ‘Young
Adult.’ 1 put it away for an entire
year before I finally had the energy
to go back and rewrite it from Sar-
ah's point of view."

The language is rich in Cannon’s
book, the characters memorable —
from Sarah'’s father, slck with shame
over a final layoff and haunted by
the war deaths of his two brothers,
to her mother, grieving, angry, and
forced to return to the hills, to the
very people who had forewarned her
marriage would end In disaster.

From Uncle Marsh, scarred both
Inside and out and afraid to love for
long, to Kezlah, the strong, feisty
black woman who cares for them all,
to “crazy” Aunt Wanda Ralnes, who
can stop bleeding with spider wcbs
and Incantations “from Ged"
can “draw fire" from body bums

THEN, OF COURSE, there's Sar-
ah, displaced and now among queer
people with odd ways, who loved her
father too much to let the terrible,
shameful way he died become the
only memory of his life.

Here's Sarah, on her flrst morning
in the unramlllar house in Kentucky,
a house with a swinging kitchen door
simllar to the one at home in Detroit.

“She stood there in the dark re-
membering how Daddy would throw
open the swinging door and blunder
Into Mama’s steamy Kltchen, taking
up all the room. He'd kiss Mama and
Sarah, too. He'd gather them up in
hls blue-shirted arms, hunch over
them, and Sarah knew then that the
sour breath and the sweet songs and
the kissing were somehow copnect-
ed, He never kissed them otherwise
and certainly did not talk so much.

Al
(oo Bet ye didn't know that, now did

K ‘Nosslr, But she did.

“And then, ‘Of course, now there's
your Mama. Now she has a real edu-
cation. She can slng, opera, even.
He'd glggle. ‘Miss Monrie's FEE-
male Academy.’

“His voice would keen off into
laughter about fee-mates at school
until Mama would march herself
into the bathroom and lock the door
against him and then he'd lean — no,
it was more that he would sag —
into the door, jiggle the knob and beg
Mama through the closed door to
come on out. Finally, Mama would
edge hersell out of the bathroom,
feellng the knot of hair on her neck
and smelling of “Evening in Paris”
and Sarah would be sent off to the
store for a pint of Mlller's ice
cream.”

THE CONCLUSION OF the novel,
powerful and inevitable, was the
hardest to write, Cannon said. “I
wrote it and rewrote it and rewrote
I and It just wouldn't come,” she
said. “Finally I gave up and went to
work in the garden. There must have

Norgraphic: part display, part supply

Continued from Page 1

F. Weber artist paints were major
scllers at Northwest, “Our artists
lived them and we recommended
them all the time,” Kapp said, When
the Philadelphia company went ban-
krupt, Kapp, with some trepidation,
bought them out. “The quality of the
paints was excellent — we knew
that,” said Kapp, “so It had to be the
marketing that was at fault (for the
firm's failure).”

KAPP CHANGED THE name to
Martin/F. Weber to include the
name of their import and distribu-
tion subsidiary, Martin Instrument
Co., and used his father's “build a
territory, add a salesman" tech-
nigue.

“So far, it's been successful,”
Kapp said, adding that the company
also publishes “how-to” bocks, in-
cluding those by tole and decorative
artist Priscilla Hauser, and produces

and d: ide “How to

artist in her own right, to

Paint” TV shows smrnng Hauser,
cowboy painter Gary Jenkins and
landscape artist Rob Ross.

From hobby art, the natural next
step seemed to be a fine art gallery,
Less than a year ago, Kapp opened
Norgrafic Gallery In the small but
glitzy LaMirage Center on
Northwcs(cm Highway in South-
field.

Norgrafic Is the artlst’s dream
center — part dlsplay gallery, part
art and graphic design supply store,
part sophlsticated, state-of-the-art
reproduction center,

The new Ilford Cibachrome cam-
cra is capable of producing brilliant
color photographs in almost any slze
of anything from glat art to written
copy to threc-dimensional objects
like jewelry, small antiques, or even
mother-watering, sizzling hamburg-
ers — while you wait.

KAPP HIRED LIVONIA resldent
Jeanne Poulet, a flamboyant and

connect Norgrafic with the fine art
world.

And Poulet has been busy. Last
month Norgrafle hosted workshops
and receptions to announce the 1987
Llfe Painting Competition featuring
Eema Starks, for 25 years the doy-
enne of Detroit nude llfe modeling.

And recently Norgrafic and Me-

canorma, a leadlng lettering'compa- *

ny, co-sponsored what will likely be
an annual letterhead contest under
Poulet’s direction. Poulet also main-
tains a kiosk of artist information at
the gallery and publishes an artist’s
calendar and newsletter,

“It's exciting to see what's hap-
pening around here,” Poulet said re-
cently as she fluttered around her
“office,” a cluttered corner in full
view of the showroom.

“Dennis has become a patron of
fine arts, and there is almost no lim-
It to what we might accomptish here,
We can even combine standard art

work with the Cibachrome camera
and the computer-generated graph-
ies department and open up a whole
world of fine art applicatlons.”

With their new *‘Creative World”
stores, the Kapp Companies have re-
cently begun to franchise what Kapp
calls “46 years of expertise.”

Five “Creative World” franchises
selllng art, drafting and craft sup-
plies have reccnlly opened, includlng
one in Briarwood Mall in Ann Arbor,
the prototype, Ralny Days/Creative
World in Grosse Polnte.

And white Dennis Kapp Is the
president, he is quick to say he
doesn't run the operation alone.
Elmer Kapp Is still active — “We
don’t do anything without asking
Dad for advice first,” said Dennis
Kapp and hls brother Douglas, who

been samething about the sun shin-
ing down on me and the good earth
working Into my fingernalls — be-
cause the endlng came to me, com-
plete — like a gift.”

The Klirkus Revlew, a trade maga-
zine whose pre-publication reviews
are important to libraries and book-
sellers making purchasing decislons,
gave “Bellsong” a star — one of five
out of the 48 YA novels reviewed In
the April 1 issue — and a more-than-
favorable review. They calted the

book an “ausplcious dehut for a first
‘Young Adult novelist.”

Cannon is the author of “All About
Franklin,” the history of Franklin
Village, a former journalist and a
short story writer.

Mona Grigg is an area free
lance writer. Ske welcomes your
comments and suggestions, Di-
rect these to her in care of this
newspaper, at 36251 Schaaicraﬂ
Road, Livonia 48150.

STEVE FECHT/statf photogtaphor

Art show winners

Winners In the recent Livonia Artists Club 20th annual art
show were: Eleanor Nief of Livonia (left), second place
with a watercolor, “Mary in a Yellow Hat;” Evelyn Henry o

is the vice

His sister, Marlanne Knpp Lewis is
treasurer-sceretary, and another
brother, Joe, lives In California and
runs a related business,

first place with an acrylic, “Reflections;” Al

Weber of Livonia, third place with watercolor, “Vermont
Mil;;” and Ann Dase Loveland of Orchard Lake, the Grum- |
bacher Award for best use of color with watercotor, “De-

borah Relaxing."
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THE I]EST OF EVERYTHING I3 (n 1his 1985 custom bullt con-
1emporary rench. Luxurious comton with 3 bodtrooms, 2% baths
and unique famlly room/kitchon that has a cathedral colling and
natura! firoplace. Also formal d|n!nq room. tdeal for iiving end
ontortelning. $213,600., 477-111

CONTEMPORARY

=
ranch. Cathodral colllngs

ap 3 ‘bodroom
thruout, Hardwood fiooea, contral aif. Flnhnod basamont with
L

wet bar

room

GREAT FAMILY NEIGHBORHOOD, Noatl snurpl Cloanl 3 bod-
brick ranch on privato lo1. Newly ronovaled famity room
with natural fireplace, noutra) docor. All now kitchen, Iiving reom
with fireplace, formnd dining room. Not o drivo-by. $142,800.

INKSTER

LIVONIA

857 Arlington, $33.800

18690 Stasnlord, $133,.900
35602 Vargo, $159,500

ond
yard, $69,900. 851-1900. (RED)

6444700

2610700

2810700
2610700

Estate

hls shen arp 4
stsvm 8511800, {LEE)

REDFORD
15545 Fox, $60,800

WEST BLOOMFIELD
2482 Comfort, $369.900

TIEIBNm, mm

RN SN, ol
PRIME N. FAmmm'oN HILLS tocatlon on the commona for
‘bedroom, 2% bath colontal featuring & don,
nod pocch, Niopiaced famly room and 1t foor ullty.

room, fireplace,

SPACIOUS COLONIAL 4 badroom, 24 oarms, wmml alr, lnmuy

. 2 car garago. Tho hemo your famlly has boen
walling for. $87,900, §59-2300.

2610700
326-2000

SPACIOUS NEUTRAL COLONIAL 4 bodrooms, in axcellent con-
dillon, pansliod tamily room, flroplace, first foor Isundry, elarm
systam, two car attockod garage, mastor bodroom with watk-ln
ciosat. $105,000. 844-4700.

&77-1111,

““e- NC.

nEALTORS

List your home with our
winning "Home" Team!
Our 30 metro Detrolt offices and expert
team of over 1,000 sales associates
ensure more buyers for your praperry

Best Pre-license Course : ol R : |
and lowest cost, Starting May 26th. 1 " |
Call for confidential Interview. " e

SOUTH LYON. 4 badroom farmhousa ¢loso 10 1own, churches
and achoola In erea of other older homes Thal have booa ro-
#'ored. $70,000. 348-6410,

H LAND COMTRACT TERMS AVAILABLE for this 3 bodroom coio-
nlal. fireptace In tamily room, basoment, two car garago with
door apenar. $72,000. 477-1111.

acpnsv i

GREEN ‘GAK. Custom 3 bodroom Spanish mnun on 234 acres

with additional 5 acres avallablo. Full wall fireplace In fiving

a:om, Walk-out flalshed basoment, Nowly decoratod, $180,000.
5-8430.

V MORE! WHAT FORI Condo, 2 bedrooms, formal dinlng
r00m, central alr, ranch. Porfoct for Lhe ratired porson. Atford-
ablo price. $35,800, 558-2300.

AHOME FOR A FAMILY, Thio 3 Soiroums tanh cfers jora you v~
enyiing you could want for your famlly, Full basemeat, family
large wooded yard with heated pool,

PRIME LOCATIONIT Mint condition 3 bedroom colonlal 0 woo-
Farmington
firoplocos,
$0500. 011900, (TR

on Hilts sub. Lavety family room with
Tireplace. Neutral docor, contral alr, sprinkier gystom, large patlo
mnedr Don't mias this 0o, $121,000. 477-1111.

GHARM with chasactse describos this boautfully malatsinod
ungalow with large front porch, Interior featuros original oak
\rim T/0, formal dining room, posstie drd bedroom oa Uppor
lavel, don/library now used as bedroom, excoliont Investmont
propeety - tenoats wifling 10 uan 2 yoar lsase, porsible (61610 10
OS-I/F.H. Master Pian. $00,000, 681.5700.

AR
HIGH RISE 6th FLOOR UNIT. cowtuhpomy docor In neuttel
iors. Balcony off Iiving room, I ator,

ahor. Underground parking. Vortkar Dindn $95,000.
fri

FUEXIBLE FLOOR PLAN, In-law sutlo, parenty

R o o chio6 1 sl 10 4 Bocroom, 2 DA
In maln housa. Minl condition Alta Loma, $133,000. 851-1800.
(SCH)

oo s gt

EXECUTIVE COLONIAL. Quallty lbou!\dl in lhl! 4 b‘dmom
home ‘on commons, Formal dining reom, Ubrary,
gourmet  kltchea lml garden room. Many more features.
$250,000, 477-1111.




