O&E_ Thursday, May 14, 1087

Fafmmgton Road set for improvement

By Mary Lou Collaway
spoclal wrlter

Farmington Road, between 14
Mlle and Maple roads, will be recon-
siructed in Weet Rloomfield at an e
timated cost of $689,425.

The one-thile bumpy, dusty, dirt
road scheduled for paving this and
next year will provide another north-
south roadway, which should relleve
some traffic congestion.

The widening of two-lane 14 Mile
Road to flve lanes Is also proposed
for that arca. It would run between
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Orchard Lake and Farmlogton
roads.

“For the southbound Orchard
Lake traffic, It will take a lot of traf-
tic onto Farmington Roazd z2nd pro-
vide some rellef there,” sald town-
ship planning director Thomas Bird.

‘The project is part °.f a $6 milllon

each pay a third of the cost under a
tri-party agreement. The sale of
bonds will flnance two-thirds of the
eost.

“The county provides one-third of
the cost and has control of fts uses,”
sald rood commisslon chalrman
Fred Houghton, “We provide a

‘hing one-third and participating

this )"'enr by the Oakland County
Road Commisslon.

WEST BLOOMFIELD, Oakland
County and the road commission wiil

local governments provide the flnal
third.”

Last November, township voters
narrowly turned down a road im-
provement tax for several road proj-
ects including Farmington Road

paving.

“If it bad passed it would have
taken in about seven road locations,”
Blrd said,

According to county figures, West
Bloomfield's share s $282,377.

“We're going to have to pitch in
our share from the general fund,
budgeted at $100,000, We need to
budget another $300,000 from devel-
opers,” sald Bird.

Unable to explain the difference
between the county's figures and the
township's, Bird said 1t may be be-
cause the county had revised its fig-

ures since the township's earlier esti-

mates,

“We're setting up meetings now to
find out what the shares will be from
the local developers,” Bird said,

DEVELOPMENT ALONG Farm-
ington Road is in various stages.

Projects underway Include: devel-
oper Herman Frankel's Windemere
Comprehensive  Retirement Com-
munltics (including a nursing home),
Slmsbury shopping center and Sims-
bury condominiums, and developer

Gary Shapiro’s Barwick Park multl-
ples.

Undeveloped properties include
the Bauervic Estates,

All are expected to be contribu-
tors ac well as beneficiaries of the
road construction.

A small private cemetery dlscov-
ered in 1984 on a half-acre off Farm.
lngéon Road will be protected, Bird
said.

Historical researchers learned
from county records that it dated
back to 1838. It is surrounded by a 6.
by-12-foot wrought iren fence.

Bills would give renters deposit interest

By Jackio Klain
staff wrltor

State Sen. Jack Faxon has intro-
duced legislation that would require
tenants to recelve interest on their
security deposits.

Another Faxon bill would allow
apartment residents to sue landlords
who interfere with their actlvities as
a tenants’ group,

“These bllls demand nothing more
than what tenants already should be

Student

Flve North Farmington High
Sehoo) students who helped rescue a
Farmington Hllls tot plnned beneath
a garage door were publicly com-
mended.

At the Farmington Hills City
Council meeting Monday, the Farm-
ington Hills Fire Department award-
ed e.ach student a certificate of ap-
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getting 1f they're accorded the same
treatment under the law,” said the
Farmington Hills Dcmocrat ‘whose
district Includes Southfield and
Lathrup Village.

“Unfortunately, how tenants are
treated by their landlords depends
largely on whether their landlord is
fair or not.”

FAXON, WHO serves on the Sen-
ate Appropriations Committee, sald

it wouldn't cost the state n(ny money
to implement the bills.

Senate Blll 236 would require that
security deposits pald by tenants
carn Interest at the rate of 5 percent
a year. The bill wouldn’t apply to a
tenant whose landlord owned,
leased, sublet. or managed four or
fewer apartment units,

A landlord would be required to
deliver an annual written statement
showing the amount of interest that

heroes honored

which helped In saving the lfe of 3-
year-old Jeffrey Jonna.”

“Your alertness, action and con-
cern are to be commended,” Fire
Chief Richard Marlnuccl wrote.

Juniors John Krol, Suzanne Keller
and Amy Thlel and sophomores Pete
Keller and Jack Herberholz were on
their way home from school March
26 when they spotted Jelfrey's feet
protruding from a partially closed
garage door at the home of Judy and
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Frank Jonna on Willow Creek.

Springing into action, the teenag-
ers helped free the unconsclous boy
and notify emergency medlcal per-
sonnel,

Jefirey was admitted to C.F. Mott
Children's Hospital in Ann Arbor. He
faces a slow recovery because of the
oxygen loss he suffered while pinned.
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had accrued on the tenant’s securlty
deposit as of the date of the state-
ment.

Senate Bill 235 would allow a resi-
dent who belongs to a tenant organi-
zation to sue a landlord for untawful
interference with the activity.

Faxon sald the bill is aimed at
providing legal recourse to tenants
who are evicted by their landlords,
have their rents increased or are ha-
rassed in other ways because they're

active in a tenants’ unlon.

SENATE BILL 237 would provide
that leases couldn't contaln a clause
prohiblting actlvities of a tenant or-
ganization.

“This legislatlon would allow
tenants to pocket the Interest earn-
ings that are rightfully theirs,” Fax-
on said, “It would also protect
tenants from the whims or fancles of
landlords who feel threatened any-
time a tenant group presents them
with a grievance,”
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Miss chblgmx US.A.
will be at Jacobson's
May 15, 2-4 p.m.

Informal modeling
Rochester

May 21, 7 pm.
Formal modeling
Birml'ngbam

Elizabeth A. Puleo,
Miss Michigan, 1987,
will be here as our
guest, See her model
the latest fashions
and Joln us as we glve
our congratulations
and a warm welcome.
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Shop until 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
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