Hero Yeager has students up in air

By Allce Coliins
stat writer

ETIRED AIR Force Gen.
Chuck Yeager told Detroit
Country Day School stu-
dents about alr-to-alr com-

bat over German-ovcupled France

during World War H and what it was
like to fly the Bell X-1 through the
sound barrier.

ghth grader Davld Kuhn of
Farmington Hills was so Impressed
with Yeuger that he sald afterward;
“I want to fly because of him, He's
totally honest. I can sec him dolng

all that. He's so alive. Most people
his age aren't that alive.”

Yeager, whose fcats are depleted
in the popular book and movie “The
Right Stuff" and his own bestscller
“Yeager,” stirred excitement from
the students May € and also from a
sold-out St. Joseph Mercy Hospital
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Asked about the dangers he ep-
countered throughout the years.
“When they (Air Force) tell yau tody
It, you do it. I was trained to do that
Job. It was my duty to do it.”

Yeager was also asked aboit
female pilots, He began his responde

‘When I flew the X-1, many of your
fathers and mothers weren’t even
born.’

— Chwiek Yeager,

benefit crowd the night before.

The $175-per-ticket benefit was
the annual hospital Men of Mercy
Celebrity Night beld at the North.
{leld Hilton in Troy. Yeager was the
larger-than-life hero — a “star” to
stand beslde, talk with, be photo-
graphed wilh.

The DCD students had heard about
Yeager from their parents and
grandparents and many said they've
seen him doing TV commercials,

“MY DAD got bis book for me and
said I should read it,” sald Noah
Tepperman, an cighth grader at
DCD from Windsor, “I haven't yet,
but now, after seeing him, it would
be worth it, He kind of destroys the
fantasy people have of flying. He
tel!s you what It's really like,

“Most speakers are boring,” Noah
continued, “but not kim. It was like
he was one of us, talking to us.”

Yeager told the students, “Any one
of you could fly any airplane flying
today, They don’t make airplanes
that the average person couldn't
fly.” But everytime a pilot moves
from onc afrcraft to another, “you
have to learn the systems.”

He described what testing the X-1
research rocket was llke. It was in
that rocket in 1947 that Yeager land-
ed in the history bocks by cracking
through the sound barrier for the
flrst time. Before that, many thought
it couldn't be done and that it was
sulcldal to try.
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Dr. Letzer likes to take
credit for Karen Platt’s
beautiful smile.

What'’s better than that?

No interest charges. We'd better repeat that:
no interest charges!

Good gricf, has the good Dactor gone bananas
on us? Credit without interest?

No, Dr. Letzer just wants the whole world to
have a beautiful smile.

You've just lost your last reason for not having
beautiful teeth and a beautiful smile. You, or
your children.

Because, the Orthodontic Treatment Centers
have taken away all the sticker shock associated
with proper orthodontics and braces.

First, we offer Ifrcc consultation and welcome
dental insurance plans. And he’

Another reason is the cost- about half of what .10 the credit,
you'd expect to pay for professional, reliable, ortho.  ppoe you,
dontic care from a specialist.

And then, OTC mk% it incredibly easy to pay
for that care with our casy pay as you go plan.

Orthodontic
Treatment Center

1, Reliable, Affordab] fols
99-3456

P s

Ann Arbor, Deatbarn, Lincoln Park, Livonia, Detmit, Madison Heights,
Offces In o, A . Westand and Roscvll. I Fifnk Call 7326011,
Ewenlng and Saturday Appointments Availahle. Gerald M. Letzer, DID.S. MDS,, Director

Our doctors are members of American Association of Orthodontists and American Dental Assoclation.

(313).528-3620 I

1974 E. WATTLES RD. (17 Mile} West of John R eTroy
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That first ride faster than the
speed of sound launched the era of
:Iupcmnlc flight and space explora-

on.

“WHEN 1 flew the X-1 many of
your fathers and mothers weren't
even born,” he said. “It was almost
41 years ago,” Whenever a plane
would get into the range of the speed
of sound, “you'd get a lot of shaking,

bu“etlng, like drlving over
potholes
The X-l was made to fly in the re-

glon of the speed of sound “to try to
find out about It.” Yeager said he
was selected as its test pilot because
in addition to his ﬂylng abllity “Tun-
derstood machinery.”

Yeager was never an astronaut,
but eventually he commanded the
U.S, Alr Force pilots schoo! similar
to the Navy pilots school described
in the movie “Top Gun.”

“I trained 38 astronauts in that
school,” he said,

He never became an astronaut, he
said, because “when the program
was started {n 1959 you had to have
a college degree. I wa:n’t eligible
and I wasn't interested.”

But he admitted he would love to
fly the space shuttle.

“The government's not going to
waste money trainlng somebody my

ny,
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age. It would be fun to fly it, but I
wouldn't want to ride in the back
with the misslon speclallsts.”

ANYONE INTERESTED In be-
coming a pilot should learn a lot
about computers, Yeager sald. Com-
puters do much of the {lying today.

“The pilot today s 10 times more
effective than he was 10 years ago
because of the technology.”

Yeager still does some test work
as a consultant for the Alr force.
“We're right at the base of a big
jurl:p in technology right now,” he
said,

During a question and answer pe-

riod, a student asked what his favor-
ite airplane is.
“I loved the P-51 (fighter), I fought
a war in it and I still fly it today. But
the best plane to fly today Is the
newest, because it has the best and
newest technology.”

Another asked him what he liked
doing best. “Alr-to-air combat {s the
most exciting . , . elther you live or
you die, You're put to the ultimate

tes
“Flying the X-1 was the most im-
portant think I ever did.”

by saying, “Iie way 1'm going to ap-
swer this right make your teachers

angry.” Then he went on to say, “tie
shape of your reproductive organ
doesn't have anything to do with how..
good a pllot your are” It drew

laughs from the sixu: 12th graders;
their teachers, ators_and
some friends who filled the ncn
learning center.

He sald of the book and movla
“The Right Stuff,” “It was good en:
tertainment but you've got to re:
member, It's not a documentary.”

ASKED WHAT be thought of the
movie “Top Gun,” which is based at
the U.S. Navy pilot school, he sald:
“Beautiful {lying, but a soap opera
story.”

In response to the question, “Why
did you decide to go to Vietnam?” he
sald: “Because I was told to. When
my country asks me to fight, that’s
what I do, That’s what being in the
milif is all about.”

Student Lori Stec of Troy zald af-
ter the speech, “I hard of him being
tamous for breaking the sound barri-
er. He had an Ioteresting life story to
tell and it was a special honor for
him to come out to our schoel.”

Pakin Liptawat, a student from
Bloomfield Hills, sald, “He was rez!
ly interesting.”
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MODEL SEARCH

- John Casablancas

Canters will b

John Casablancas, President of “ELITE,” the world famous
modeling agency, is coming 1o Detrolt In search of new faces. In
prepnratlnn for his arrival, his scouts from the Detrolt area’s John

Penn Ui
DATE: Sat., May 18, 1987
TIME: 1:00 PM 3:00 PM
Aopacations Accgted and

Yau could be selected. as a Finalist to meet with John Casablancas

himself on May 21, 1987 at Westland Canter. The best new face
will fly to New York City for a test shoot,

o U for I Presminary Mose! searclh

WHERE: Tally Hall - Farmington Hills {Orchard Loke and 14 Mile Rd.)
oy Court - Cakland Mall

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 583-2097 qron 4550700 prymoutsy

area MODEL SEARCHES,

I-Troy Contestants

must bring
photo o
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SERIOUSLY, FOLKS, ALL
IT TAKES IS A FLICK OF
A FINGER AND CASA-
BLANCA’S SUPER-FAN —

INTELI-TOUCH® —

GOES TO WORK IN ITS MARVELOUS MANNER.

NO PULL CHAIN — JUST A PROGRAMMABLE FIVE-SPEED WONDER
THAT CHANGES SPEED, GOES INTO REVERSE AND ACTS AS A
SECURITY LIGHT IF EQUIPPED WITH AN OPTIONAL LIGHT KIT —
ALL CONTROLLED AT A WALL SWITCH! CASABLANCA’S INTEL!-

TOUCH?® —

A SLUMBER SILENT BEAUTY —GUARANTEED FOR

LIFE AND GUARANTEED TO ENHANCE YOUR LIFE — COOLING
YOU IN SUMMER AND (IN REVERSE MODE) RECYCLING WARM AIR

IN WINTER.

PANAMA 5°
SALE PRICED
STARTING AT

*283"

BROSE MAKES THE INTELI-TOUCH® PANAMA 5° A SPRING
SPECIAL FOR 10 DAYS — WITH AN ARRAY OF COLORS AND
BLADE STYLES AND ALL SORTS OF OPTIONAL LIGHT KITS TO FIT
YOUR DECOR AND PERSONAL PREFERENCE.

PANAMA 5% — ON SALE AT BROSE NOW — FOR TEN DAYS ONLY!!!
SALE ENDS MAY 23rd!!

Lighting Fivtures For Exvery Deeor « Wiring Supplies And Light flalb

ELECTRICAL
CONSTRUCTION, INC

37400 W. 7 MILE ROAD
LIVONIA, M1 4B152 & (313) 464-2211

MON., TUES., WED,, SAT. 9:30-6:00
THURS., FRI. 9:30-8:00




