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Duo birthday: Mlchlgan Grand Hotel

HE INDIANS called it Mi-
chi-gami, Land of Big Wa-
ters. For thousands of
years they paddied canoes

through the Great Lakes, stopping
along the 3,000 mile shoreline that
now defines the state of Michigan,
The Europeans came on the same
water highways: missionaries and
{fur traders in canoes big enough to
carry home the beaver pelts, French
and British soldiers in saillng ships
rigged for battle.

By the time

— Michigan became

a state, in Jahuary

R A 1837, the Land of

Blg Waters, and

M.cnpeclnlly the
m. tral

‘i one-of-a-kind traveler
N ” Iris Jones

contributing iravel editor

A special three-part series by travel
writer Iris Jones on Michigan’s
sesquicentennial begins with today’s

travel column.

collonaded splendor amid 500 acres

g of Macki-
nac at separate
Part 1 Take Michie

of aserles and Lake Huron,

had many storfes

to tell: about mis-
slons built under the flag of New
France, wars fought between the
French and British forces, Indian
massacres at Fort Michillmackinac,
on the northern tip of the Lower
Peninsula, The British had bullt a
new fort across the straits on Macki-
nac Island, and John Jacob Astor's
American Fur Company had become
an Island neighbor.

MACKINAC ISLAND, two miles
wide and three miles long, s pro-
nounced ‘mack-ln-aw,’ just lke all
the other places with similar names
nearby: Mackinaw City, the Macki-
pac Bridge, Old Fort Mackinac,
They were all clumsy French or
English attempts to say the Indlan
word Michilimacklnac, ‘the great
turtle.”

Mackinac Island was.a peaceful
place when the tribes chose it as holy
ground in which to bury their braves,
and later when they met there to
parlay for furs. Michigan was a
state, and tourists had replaced the
warriors and {raders of old when
three raflway companies, led by Cor-
pellus Vanderbilt, opened a luxuri-
ous Island Hotel in 1887 to entice
weallby travelers to ride their trains

'l'he passenger tralns are gnne but
the Grand Hotel still stands in white

of lawns and

the sea, The Grand Hotel celebrates
its 100th birthday this year, along
with the sesquicentennlal of Michi-
gan, so there wiil be a lot of fire-
works In the sky above the Straits of
Mackinace in 1987. The hotel's cen-
tennial is July 10, but birthday
events go on all year.

When you leave your car behind
and take the 30-minute ferry ride to
Mackinac Island from either Macki-
naw Clty, in the Lower Peninsula, or
St. Ignace, in the Upper Peninsula,
you will see things those early trav-
elers didn't see, Freighters glide by
on thelr way to Detroit and Chicago.
Pleasure boats make white shapes
against the water, What the fur trad-
ers would notice most, however, is
the five-mile-long Mackinac Bridge,
one of the longest suspension bridges
In the world, connecting the two pen-
insulas of Michigan.

THE 20TH CENTURY s visible
around you, but when the ferry lands
at the village dock on Mackinac Is-
land, you walk the gangplank back
into the 19th century. The coachman
from the Grand Hotel walts for you
on his antique opera wagon, behind
plumed horses, Private cars are not
allowed on the island, so you will
clip-clop past Victorlan store fronts,
with other travelers cycling or rid-
ing horses nearby.

When the carriage swings uphill to
the port cochere of the Grand, you

ANSWERS TO YOUR QUESTIONS
on affordable Florida Retirement Living

will see the hotel as generations of
families saw It during the days of the
luxury lake steamers: sumzner peo-
ple lazieg In rocking chairs along the
great porch, with Its three-story Gre-
clan columns. Locals arguc about
whether the porch is 680 or 880 feet
Jong, but nobedy accepts anyone
else’s measurement.

The white clapboard bullding Is
famillar to moviegoers; the last fea-
ture film made there was “Some-
where In Tima,” released in 1980,
with Christopher ‘Superman’
Reeves. Now, as at the turn of the
century, geraniums spill over the
railings, decorate the grand lobby
and bloom on the drapes and bed-
spreads of many of the 286 rooms.

THERE ARE TENNIS courts,
shuffleboard, croquet greens, swim-
ming pools and a newly renovated
nine-hole golf course on the grounds,
but for the first 24-hours you will be
too overwhelmed by the great white
clapboard hostelry, and the 19th-cen-
tury life it represents, to notice,

‘There are many other things to do
on Mackinae Island, of course, and
you will do them en foot, on a bicy-
cle, on a horse, or an a carriage tour.
You will see the natural rock forma-
tlons at Arch Rock, where Indian
legend says that the Great Spirit en-
tered the world, and a rock teepee
called Sugar Loaf, where he settled.

‘You will wander through Old Fort
Mackinac, built on a bluff above the
harbor in 1780 and now a living his-

i
Thore’s no other way to describe It — i

tory museum, and explore the Stuart
House Museum of the Astor Fur
Post, circa 1817, You will vsit the
Victorlan shops of the village, eat
fudge and get used to the idea that
you, like other tourists, are known to
the locals as ‘fudgles.'
You will probably linger over
eals because your Grand Hotel
Toom rate (ms bA $175, per person,
double occupancy) includes bmk-
fast and dinner, both multl-co
meals. Your bill will also lnclude 18
percent for gratuities, four percent
state tax, and a one-time charge of
$2.50 per person for bringing your

Please turn to Page 10
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imply a Grand Hotel.

InterCoastal Communities features its 6th and newest
community, Continental Country Club in Central Flori-
da, otfering you a carefree lifestyle in a distinctive
ed home y where you own your

land. Championship golf course, restaurant, lounge and
much more, in Leesburg, Lake County, Florida, known
as the bass capital.
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Hyatt Regency Fairlane Town Center

Dearborn, Michigan

For more information, call TOLL FREE 1-800-525-0050
Bring this ad with you and receive a special gift.
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THINKING OF AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND?
THE TRAVEL AGENT IS.

,,Quly Join us for a 20 day Down Under Trip

G leaving October 20, 1987
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SWAIN AUSTRALIAN TOURS
LB call Jack Cotton
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Whether it's a quick trip or an extended vacation,

let us make all your travel arrangements,
DETROIT/REN. CEN.
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* Toronto Departure
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Come Back

with Me...
) to

The Michigan I Call Home

Celebrate Michigan’s birth by taking a voyage into our
past. Long before we became a state, Europeans and
Indians alike treasured the land called Macl for its
natural wealth and beauey. Today their experiences are
alive again at the historic sites of the Mackinac Istand
State Park Cammission. Come back to Mackinag, and
join the celebration!
Colonial Fort Michilimackinac (1715-81) lets you sample
the sights and sounds expetienced by our first settlers,
O1d Mill Creck (1780-1839) and its historic sawmill take
you hack to when Michigan's industrial might began,
Historic Fort Mackinac (1780-1895) u:
cannons and blazing muskets in reuniting your family
with Amertica’s military past,

Come back to Macki

wring

and join the celebration!

For turther wtormation, wate or call:

Mackinae Istand State Park Commission
1O B 300

Mackinge Bl ME49757

N0} B47.3328

beaten path.

No matter where your vacation dreams take you,
AAA Travel Agency can get you there.
We're Michigan's largest full-service travel agency.
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“Per parson, besed on double

Alaska Cruise
One week from
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You cant do better thanall As.
Birmingham AAA Branch 275 Hunter Blvd,
Troy-Rochester AAA Branch 45 E. Long Lake
Lathrup Village AAA Branch 26026 Sonttfleld R
Pontiae AAA Branch 1375 N, Oakland Blvd,
Farmington AAA Branch 33133 W. 12 Mile Rd
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