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How OCC campuses look to handacappers

By Tim Richard
staff writer

ACH CAMPUS of Oakland
Community College Is due

for a set of electronle door

openers now that adminis.
trators are secing them from a phys-
Ically handicapped person's polnt of
view,

“My hands are a little sore, but I
made it,” sald Dan Jaksen, president
of the hilly Orchard Ridge Campus
in Farmington Hills, after spending
1% hours In 2 wheelchalr Tuesday.

“This campus s reasonably ac-
commodating, but you know what
impressed me? Time. The time it
tokes to get around. You have to
plan further ahead — alternate
routes.

“That hadn't entered my mind. It's
sensitizing, You appreclate more
what a handlcapped person goes
through,” said Jaksen, president of
OCC's largest campus for a year.

“THIS CAMPUS is much more
hllly (than others). There are five
levels on this campus — equlvalent
to a five-story building. You gotta
muscle your way up these things.

“It takes an effort —

deans, faculty and management to
tour thelr campuses in wheelchalrs
as part of Handicappers Awareness
Weck,

“The purpose of the event is to
glve staff of

effort. And I stay active. I'm in rca-
sonably good shape.”

Orchard Ridge handles 8,000 stu-
dents on a 147-acre campus with 13
bulldings. Located south of 1-898, the
campus and its parking lots stretch
from Orchard Lake Road to Farm-
ington Road.

Charles Yeramian, dean of student
services, and George Comden, direc-
tor of administrative services, made
the tour with him.

THE SENSITIZING experience
was the idea of George Casenhiser, a
quadriplegie since his neck was in-
jured 14 years ago. He has been
OCC's special needs advocate since
1985 under a federal grant.

He persuaded administrators,

Even a one-inch bump at the door requires extra etfort from a
handicapper, as Orchard Ridge president Dan Jaksen learned
in his wheelchair tour,

Group’s

goal:

chemical-free
dorm room law

A move i5 on for a state law
guaranteeing every Michigan col-
lege student the right to share dor-
mitory quarters with others who
prefer not to use alechol or iltegal
drugs, as well as tobacco,

It would also require that appro-
priate alcohol and drug infermation
be provided Ior all entering fresh.
men and for all dormitory resident
advisers.

State legislators and university of-
flclals have been invited to attend a
meeting at Henry Ford Hospital's
Maplegrove substance abuse centers
at 4 p.m. Monday.

ONE PROPONENT, Judge Ber-
nard Frledman of the 48th District
Court, has contacted both Repub&l

But telephone calls to dormitory
housing officials found differences in
enforcement

Other questlons on the application
gave students the opportunity to
choose a “quiet” floor or a room-
mate who prefers rock to the clas-
sles.

“But there appears to be no easy
way In which the student may re-
quest a roommate, or even a floor or
suite In which there Is no use of
drugs or alcohol,” the letter sald.
“Those who, by cholce or necessity,
prefer to live in an environment free
of chemicals do not have the simple
rights of non-smokers.”

STATE REPS. David

some of the prablem: uml the handl-
eapped encounter,” Casenhiser sald.
“No matter who you are, there are
always stumbling blocks.”
And he appeared to be right.

EACH CAMPUS president toured
his/her own campus. Chancellor R.
Stephen Nicholson vislted the South-
field bullding, where many health
programs are taught.

Casenhiser arranged flve wheel-
chairs (whose use was donated by
Wright and Filippls) to be at each
campus for a day the entire week.
Monday they were at Highland
Lakes, Tuesday at Orchard Rldge,
Wednesday at Southfield, Thursday
at Auburn Hills and Friday at Royal

“We will also be asking them to
fill out gquestionnaires to find out
what kinds of provlems or barriers
they may have expericnced,”
Casenhiser sald.

HERE ARE Jaksen's oral notes on

the Orchard Ridge Campus:
. @ Double sets of doors were a
problem. The most-used buildings
need clectronic doors — M Building,
which contalns the counseling offic-
es, and the building that contains the
student Rathskeller.

® “Those one-inch risers at the
doors were somethlng.”

& Arcas where concrete was
raised or lowered during the course
of Michigan's winter weather were
dlfficult.

Sylvia Berggruen, health services and special
needs coordinator at OCC’s Orchard Ritdge
Campus, guided president Dan Jaksen (left)
and Charles Yeramian, dean of
vices, as they toured the 147-acre campus by

wheelchair Tuesd
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ay. Afterwards she had

them fill out a survey, which asked, “If you
could, what would you do to lmprove your
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R-West Bloomfleld, Judith Miller, R-

can and [
hopes it will become a bipartisan,
statewide effort.

“Adults and teens are wurkjng to-
gether *jn communities throughout
Michigan to create an atmosphere in
which the ‘In’ thing to be is frec of all
chemicals,” a letter to leglslators
and cotlege presidents sald.

“Many high schools are making
special efforts to identify and find
help for young people In trouble with
drugs and/or alcohol.

‘"But what happens to the recover-
ing young person who goes off to the
college dormitory? What ciiolees
does the teen have who has made
that decislon to be free of all cheml-
cals?”

THE LETTER is signed by Fried-
man, Dr. Michael F. Boyle, medical
director of chemical dependency

rograms at Maplegrove, and Judlth

er Berne, editor of the Birmlng-

ham/Bloomfleld and West Bloom-
fleld Eccentric newspapers.

Fricdman rescarched housing ap-
plications of the state's public uni-
vetslties and private colleges. Most
gave students the choice of a smok-
ing or non-smoking roommate.

David M. Gubow, D-
Huntington Woods, and state Sen.
Richard Fessler, R-West Bloomfleld,
are all slated to attend the meeting,
accordlng to Friedman,

“It's all been positive in terms of
the concept,” the judge sald, “Every-
one has & slightly ditferent idea of
how it should be handled.”

He also has solicited the support
of the Michigan Licensed Beverage
Dealers, telling them, “It's a good is-
sue for you, Alecholism Is a discase,
and as a disease, you can support
such legislatlon,”

They said they would take it up
with thelr board, Friedman sald,

THE MEETING ls lnrgctcd for
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“What better way to
‘Government Day' of Michigan Week
than by launching an elfort to sup-
port those young le who have
chosen to live without using chemi-
cals?” sald Lorna McEwen, publie
relations spokeswaman for Maple-
grave.
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Open Friday 9 am. to 10 pm.

Whether you’re delivering a punch line or buying and selling stocks, timing is everything
And our 13 hour sale is no exception. For one day only, you'll find savings for the entire family
throughout our store. But remember; if your timing is off it could cost you.
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USE YOUR HUDSON'S SHOPPING CARD. VISA? - Mastet!
FOR SIORE HOURS AND LOCATIONS. CALL THE CONNECTIONY 9219000,

xpress® Card or Disce




