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Training burn leaves a lasting imprint

By Bob Skiar
otaff writor

Within five minutes, a couch fire
had spread to the drapery and other
living room furniture lo a house on
Middlebelt May 6.

Ceillng temperatures had risen to
1,200 degrees, Smoke was so thick,
visibility was almost nil.

“By then, survivabllity in that
room was minimal,” said Deputy
Fire Chief Peter Baldwin of the
Farmington Hills Fire Department.

It took eight minutes to extingulsh
the fire, which was limited to the Hv-
ing room.

Fireflghters set the fire as part of
a training session in the furnished,
two-story house, donated by Kinder-
Care Learning Centers.

“We trled to recreate a typical
accidental flce to glve people the op-
portunity to sce the end effect of
flre,” Baldwin said.

Firefighters let the fire develop
for 17 minutes before moving in with
the hoses.

“We thought
that would typi-
cally be enough
time for parents
i to collect
children, get out-
sida end go to a
nelghbor’'s  house
1o call the flre de-
T : pnrl‘x:u:tl." s&lld

tirefighter -
Mike Garr chael Garr, fire
educatlon coordinator, «

THE NEAREST smoke detector,
in the kitchen, blared 45 seconds af-
ter the couch was torched. By de-
partment standards, the fire was
small, Only 100 gallons of water
were used to extlnguish it,

But damage from smoke and heat
was extensive throughout the frame
house. “Those are the things that kill

most fire victims, not flames,”
Baldwin sald.
Duly impressed, S5-year-old

Charles Nichol of Farmington Hills
said: “It'’s amazing how much stuff

can be ruined {n a fire."

Tommy Rauckhorst, 8, of Detroit
said he learned why he should “get
out real fast” if his bouse ever
catches fire,

Fire clalms 5,000 lives a year In
the United States. Most fatallties oc-
cur at night, while people are asleep
at home.

Farmington Hills firefighters took
care to limlt flame damage from the
auuch fire, a simulated electrical

“We wanted to create the experl-
ence of a real fire. But we dldn:
want to affect the house’s structural
integrity,” Baldwin said,

EAST MIDDLE School sixth and
seventh graders were among 600 vis-
itors who toured the flre scene May
7-11.

Visltors learned about the power
and speed of uncontrolled flames,
how smoke travels, how to Identify
and remove fire hazards, installing
and testing smoke detectors, and the
need to act quickly In a fire.

photes by PETER BALDWIN

A couch fire caused heavy flame damage to the living room of the otd house.

‘Tours played up the importance of
having smoke detectors on each
level of your house to assure early
wnming in case of fire,

isltors were told to plan and
practice two quick escape routes and
to have a common meetlng point
outstde, away from the house.

They also were told to sleep with
the bedroom door closed and why it's
wise to have escape ladders stored

d-floor bed-

rooms and bathroom where the
doors had been left open were black-
ened. But the bedroom where the
door had been kept closed was un-
damaged. Even youngsters could flg-
ure out which room provided the
best chance of survival.

THE TOURS marked the first
time a Farmington Hills tralning
bum was later opencd to the public.
have let

but hnndy In each
Durlnz the training burn, the bed-

She has
chance to
‘feel’ fire

By Bob Skiar
staff writer

She was inside the house for much
of the time the fire spread, And she
now understands why people panic
or can't {Ind their way out in a fire,

*““The reallty of it was very fright-
enlng,” sald Laura Miner, assistant
princlpal at East Middle School, who
;:llnmscd the devastating effects of

re.

Dressed in full gear and briefed
about what would happen, she
watched as the Farmington Hills
Fire Department set and fought a
slmulated electrical fire in an old
house across from the school on
Middlebelt May 6.

After the tralning burn, sixth and
seventh graders at East joined oth.
ers in touring the house before it was
demollshed May 11,

A blt apprehensive about how the
students would react, Miner said,
“The kids are treating it not at all
like a scnsationalized experience,
but as an extremely important
learning experience.”

“They're talking about how to get
out of & burning house now,” she
added. “I think they appreclate flre
alarms and the damage that can be
done I such a short period of time.”

THE FRAME house sustained
heavy heat and smoke damage even
though the fire lasted only 25 min-
utes,

ncighbors Into houses that actually
burned alter obtalning permission

from the owners.

Even though fires are reported
daily In newspapers or on television,
few people experlence their devas-
tating effects.

“The tours attacked people's sens-
es,” Garr sald. “They let people see
what a fire smells and looks like.”

In Garr’s view, the tours quickly
sold the fire safety message. As he
put it: “They dldn’t glamorize flre.
They taught that fire Is definitely an
enemy to be feared.”
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Fire Chle! Richard Marlnucci (left) with East assistant princl-

The most beneficial tip she
gleaned was to stay low to the
ground in a fire becauvse of vast dif-
ferences {n temperature and oxygen,
Miner said.

Most students who toured the
house were impressed by the need to
have and practice two escape routes
at home.

The tours are now over. But Miner
is still sending the fire safety mes-
sage: “I {ind kids stopplng me in the
hallways, asking me what it felt like

pal Laura Miner inslde the burned house.

being inside the house when the flre
started, Through me, they'll be able
to experlence what went on for a
long time to come.”

Miner hopes the training burn pro-
gram grows so more children can
“get the opportunity to learn first-
hand about fire and to talk to the fire
department to plan for their famlly's
safety at home.”

Firefighters plan to open another
training site to the public this fall —
provided a suitable house becomes
avallable,
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